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They breed them tough in Barry - as you can see from Andy Wicks ’ snap of the New Year’s Day swim! (See more pictures of the event on page 40). 


MBE trip to Palace for Barry man! 

Life enhancer 
Graham receives 
his just reward 


A MAN from Barry 
who is one of the 
Welsh Blood 

Service’s most prolif¬ 
ic donors, and who 
has supported a 
number of Britain’s 
charities, has been 
awarded an MBE in 
the New Year’s 
Honours list. 


Report by TIM CHAPMAN 


Graham Underdown, 
aged 59, received the 
news that he was to be 
honoured with the award 
in November, but he and 
his wife Jean had to keep 
the news confidential 
until the official 
announcement. 

Jean told The GEM: 
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“The letter came like a 
bolt from the blue. We 
were taken aback. I said 
to Graham: ‘Stop pulling 
my leg!’ 

“At first we couldn’t 
take it in. Graham looked 
so shocked. We don’t 
even know who nominat¬ 
ed him. 

“It means a trip to St 
James’s Palace some 
time in the next six 
months or so.” 

Graham suspects, 
though he can’t be sure, 
that his employer nomi¬ 
nated him for the award - 
he manages the Royal 
Mail delivery office in 
Pontyclun. 

“The Royal Mail held 
‘excellence’ awards 
recently and I was one of 
the final four people 
from 11,800 across the 
country and they know 


about my support for the 
Welsh Blood Service too. 

“As an employer, they 
have been a great sup¬ 
porter of the fundraising 
I’ve been involved in. 

“They recently pro¬ 
vided vehicle support for 
two bike rides from 
Brecon to Cardiff on the 
Taff Trail, which raised 
money for Dr 
Bamardo’s.” 

Graham has complet¬ 
ed four London 
marathons, 47 half 
marathons and 251 10k 
runs to raise funds for a 
variety of causes. 

One charity that has a 
special meaning for him 
is the British Heart 
Foundation which he 
supports in memory of 
his father Douglas, who 
died of a heart attack. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 3) 



Court building 
now up for sale 


Graham received an 
award from the Welsh 
Blood Service in 2010 
and will now be going 
to St James’s Palace 
to receive an MBE. 


Brynhill 

plans 

PLANS to reconfigure 
Brynhill Golf Course, 
along with a new club¬ 
house and 180 homes, 
will go on public dis¬ 
play on January 20-21 
at the club. 

Club captain 
Stephen Jones said if 
the plans went ahead, 
they would secure the 
club’s future in a time 
of financial uncertain¬ 
ty. 

(More on this story 
next week). 


OFFERS are being invited for 
the former Vale Magistrates 
Court, which officially closed 
on December 16. 

Situated on the recently up-grad¬ 
ed Thompson Street, one councillor 
told The GEM he hoped that it 
would not become a site for more 
housing 

Chris Elmore, who represents the 
Castleland ward on the Vale 
Council, said: “The building is now 
up for sale and I, along with my 
ward colleague, Coun Pamela 
Drake, and many of the residents in 
the area, are fearful that the site will 
be sold for housing. 

“I would much rather the site be 
used as a community facility or 
something to increase the amount of 
shops for the town.” 

Once the closure of the court was 
confirmed last year, some people 
contacted The GEM hoping that it 
would be used as a local arts centre 
and cinema - another suggestion 
was that it could transformed into a 
shopping arcade. 

Her Majesty’s Courts & 
Tribunals Service is marketing the 
property and emphasises in the 
property details that it could fulfil a 
number of functions. 

The service states “There is a good 
opportunity to transform this under¬ 
utilised site through redevelopment 
for a potential range of uses such as 



by TIM CHAPMAN 


residential, retail, cafes, bars and 
restaurants, a hotel and offices. 

“A mixed use redevelopment is 
likely to be favoured by the local plan¬ 
ning authority .” 

Coun Elmore said he deplored the 
closure of the court. 

“I still genuinely believe that the 
wrong decision has been taken by 
the UK Government and I hope 
eventually they will realise the mis¬ 
take they have made.” 

The local AM, Jane Hutt, attend¬ 
ed a closing ceremony at the court on 
December 16, before it sat for the 
last time. 

She said: “I paid tribute to the 
work of the court, which has dealt 
with nearly two million cases over 
the past 36 years, as one of the high¬ 
est performing courts in the coun¬ 
try.” 


RAN 


Floor Sanders & 

Carpet Cleaners 

Wallpaper Strippers 
Ladders & Scaffold Towers 

Full Range of Building 
Equipment 

Mini Excavators 
& Dumpers 

Hire, Sales & Repair of 
Power Tools & Equipment 

Gas Cylinders 
& Air Products Gases 

^ 01446 737301 
BROAD STREETBARRY 



Happy New Year to 
all our Customers 


HIRE ASSOCIATION MEMBER 


Dance! Dance!! Dance!!! 

Come dancing with Steve and Lynne 
at their NEW BEGINNERS CLASSES in 
SALSA/JiVE/CHA -CHA/PASO COBLE at: 

HIGHLIGHT PARK COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, BARRY, (behind Tesco’s), every 
THURSDAY, starting JANUARY 12th 
between 8 & 9pm (Intermediate 9-10pm) 
LOWER PENARTH COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, Brockhill Way, (opp Spar), 
PENARTH every MONDAY starting JAN¬ 
UARY 9th. 8 - 9pm (Intermediate 9-10pm) 

Just come along and bring friends to our very 
VIBRANT classes!! Former pupils very wel¬ 
come. Check Web for more information 

www.salsachacha.com 

Only £5.00 - Students £4.00 

Tel 02920 758708 or 07866 551346 

Great fun & exercise for a fiver!! Get fit fast! 
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Tut Wales on 
the Union flag’ 


W ITH the 
Olympic 
Games less 
than eight months 
away, Welsh ath¬ 
letes will once again 
be representing 
Great Britain with 
no representation 
on the Union Flag. 

The crosses of St 
George of England, St 
Andrew of Scotland 
and St Patrick of 
Ireland are represented 
- but Wales is not. 

It seems that Wales is 
a ‘principality’ that was 
incorporated into 
England in the 1536 Act 
of Union and, therefore, 
is represented by 


England and St George. 

The Wales of 2012, 
however, is a proud 
nation with the Welsh 
Government now able 
to pass laws on Welsh 
affairs. 

Surely it is time that 
we campaign to have 
either the Red Dragon 
or the flag of St David, 
put on the Union flag - 
which will give us pari¬ 
ty with England, 
Scotland and Ireland. 

Thomas Pennant once 
described Caernarvon 
Castle as “The most 
magnificent badge of our 
subjection. ” 

The same can be said 
of the Union flag. 

Tony Leat, 

Barry 


‘It WAS the 


Royal 

I N a letter to The 
GEM, Mr 
Christopher 
Short claimed that 
the author of a pre¬ 
vious article about 
Bloody April 1917 
is in error, as he 
refers to the 
Regiment as the 
Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers. 

Unfortunately, Mr 
Short himself is, at least 
partly, in error. It is the 
case that the regiment 
used the archaic Welch 
but from the late 19th 
century until 1920, the 
army’s official style was 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

So far as I recall, this 
was the spelling used by 
Frank Richards in his 
memoir of the First 
World War, although I 
understand that the regi¬ 
ment used the older form 


Welsh’ 

unofficially. As the older 
spelling was not restored 
officially until 1921, 
under an Army Order 
made in 1920, the offi¬ 
cial spelling would have 
been in use in 1917 - so 
the writer is quite correct 
to use it. 

There were similar 
changes in spelling of 
the name of the Welch 
Regiment, whose base 
was, of course, Maindy 
Barracks, Cardiff. 

Indeed, the last words 
of one of their officers, 
Capt Mark Haggard (the 
author Rider Haggard’s 
nephew) “Stick It, the 
Welsh ” appeared in gilt 
letters round the clock in 
the barracks. 

I have read that they 
were paid for by Col 
McPherson, who lived in 
what is now Cottrell 
Park Golf Club. 

Gavin Davies, 

Penmark. 


Praise for the 
hospital team 


1 WOULD like to 
express my sin¬ 
cere thanks, and 
those of my six 
companions, to 
Kath Goddard and 
her team at the 
Barry Neale and 
Kent Day Hospital 
for an excellent fes¬ 
tive day on 
December 19. 

The dinner was excel¬ 
lent and the entertain¬ 
ment (by the team) was 
great fun, especially 
when a Christmas tree 


and a cracker joined us - 
Matt and Lotty, two 
ambulance drivers - who 
every year make their 
own outfits to entertain 
(last year they were 
snowmen). 

So much is written in 
criticism of nursing stan¬ 
dards, but our day out 
shows the other side of 
the coin. 

Keep it up Barry 
Hospital, you’re great! 

PS - The day ended with 
a gift and Christmas card 
for which we thank you. 
Thelma Richards, 
Barry 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 


PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


■ | THE COLUMNYOU WRITE | 

We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. LETTERS 
AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESS AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE 

NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep 
your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
I House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 

Regeneration: Where 
is the publUfs voice? 


1 REFER to the 
article, ‘Public 
artwork has its 
place, but there are 
more important 
issues’ (The GEM, 
December 8) that 
put forward the 
views of Mr Paul 
Haley. 

He praised his role 
and that of Pride in 
Barry and condemned 
critics for not fighting to 
get the regeneration 
funds in the first place. 

A more positive 
approach may be to send 
application forms to join 
Pride in Barry, so that 
people are better able to 
participate. 

I have not been a crit¬ 
ic of the bollards in 


1 RECENTLY 
attended the 
AGM of the 
popular local walk¬ 
ing charity, 
Valeways, which 
over the years has 
transformed the 
Vale landscape, by 
reinstating and 
improving hun¬ 
dreds of miles of 
neglected footpaths 
and public rights of 
way. 

These improvements 
have been achieved by a 
unique partnership of 
volunteers, council staff 
and landowners and now 
serves as a valuable 
tourist attraction for the 
Vale, as well as a local 
resource for its commu¬ 
nities. 

Valeways has been 
recognised nationally for 
its outstanding achieve¬ 
ments, working in part¬ 
nership rather than 
through confrontation. 

How disappointing it 
was to hear that as a 
result of cutbacks, the 
organisation’s small and 
part-time staff team face 
being laid off, with 
redundancies already 
having been issued to its 
only full time worker. 

For 16 years, 
Valeways has co-ordi¬ 
nated a regular pro¬ 
gramme of led walks for 
a wide mix of people of 
all ages and abilities, at 
a time when we are 
being constantly remind¬ 
ed of the need to get fit¬ 
ter and more active. 


Thompson Street, but I 
strongly believe the pub¬ 
lic have every right to 
challenge spending deci¬ 
sions, without being 
publicly put-down. 

I’ve previously 
expressed concern that 
members of the 
Regeneration Board are 
not accountable to the 
community and that the 
regeneration funding is 
difficult to access with¬ 
out professional and 
technical resources. 

My interest in the 
regeneration scheme was 
driven by public state¬ 
ments during 2010, most 
notably from the 
Minister Jocelyn Davies 
AM who said: “We are 
keen to hear from any¬ 
body with an interest in 
Barry, from local coun- 


All walks have been 
led by trained volun¬ 
teers, but without a core 
staff team to ensure that 
they are supported and 
that the routes are clear 
and fit to walk, these 
opportunities are under 
threat. 

Furthermore, without 
its many volunteers car¬ 
rying out essential clear¬ 
ance and repairs, the 
hundreds of miles of 
footpaths across the 
county will soon become 
overgrown and difficult 
to walk. 

This will inevitably 
lead to expensive 
enforcement action hav¬ 
ing to be taken by the 
local authority to ensure 
that clearance and 
improvements are car¬ 
ried out, placing addi¬ 
tional workloads upon 
the small farmers who 
are legally responsible 
for the upkeep of these 
routes. 

The public have 
become used to using 
the Vale’s green lung 
and will not accept 
access to the countryside 
once again being lost 
through neglect and 
ignorance. 

It is not too late for 
the local council to sup¬ 
port Valeways, save jobs 
and secure a valuable 
low-cost resource - if it 
acts now. 

I would urge the pub¬ 
lic to contact local coun¬ 
cillors to put forward 
their support before it is 
too late. 

John Cushen, 

Barry Island 


cillors and businesses to 
voluntary organisations 
and members of the pub¬ 
lic, as they are the peo¬ 
ple who know Barry 
best." 

In response to the 
emphasis on public 
involvement, 
FocusBARRY held a 
meeting which included 
a public presentation 
about the scheme. I am 
not aware of any other 
presentation that was 
open to the public. 

I submitted four proj¬ 
ect ideas to a Welsh 
Government official in 
November 2010 and 
again in February 2011, 
but I have never received 
information on whether 
those ideas were projects 
worth taking forward. 

They were about: 

• Major improve¬ 
ments to Hannah Street. 

• The regeneration 
of Cemetery Approach. 

• A community 
focused competition for 
artists to produce a 
sculpture relating to the 
town’s dockland history. 

• A major tourist 
attraction: a quality 


I WOULD like to 
say a personal 
thank you to 
Aberthaw Power 
Station, Rotary Club 
Barry, Western 
Power, and Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
for their very gener¬ 
ous support for the 
Friends and 
Neighbours 
Christmas party held 
at the Cwm Talwg 
Community Centre. 

Over 50 senior citi¬ 
zens enjoyed a hearty, 
traditional four-course 
Christmas lunch.The 
Cadets of 372 Squadron 
helped serve the meal, 
as well as chatting to 
them whilst serving 
them a glass of sherry or 
wine with their meal. 
The Changing Scene 


water mirror for Barry 
Island. 

I still believe these 
ideas would have made 
excellent regeneration 
projects, certainly supe¬ 
rior to several already 
approved. 

Following public con¬ 
cern, my wife submitted 
a Freedom of 
Information request as 
overall project informa¬ 
tion was difficult to 
piece together. 

The response received 
is summarised below: 

• 27 projects 
totalling £5,427,650. 

• 21 of those grants 
awarded to the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, 
making up 90.9 per cent 
of the total money allo¬ 
cated. 

• Three awards to 
Newydd Housing 
Association - 6.4 per 
cent of the finance. 

Interestingly, there do 
not appear to be any 
projects approved which 
were sponsored by mem¬ 
bers of the public. 
Dennis Harkus, Barry, 
(FocusBARRY 
supporter). 


Theatre Company put on 
a show which amazed 
everyone, as they 
danced, sang and had 
the audience joining in 
well known lyrics from 
the musicals. 

Everyone received 
Christmas gifts and 
exchanged cards with 
friends they had made 
since joining the group. 

Also thanks to 
Marlene for the deli¬ 
cious mince pies and to 
Gary, Jen, Chris, Gail 
and Joyce, who give 
their time throughout the 
year to make the club a 
success. 

We wish all club 
members and helpers a 
prosperous and happy 
New Year. 

Gay Fifield. Barry 
C Secretary, Friends and 
Neighbours). 


CALLOUS 

THIEVES 

W ITH reference to the recent cable 
theft at Llandough Hospital - this 
is disgusting, how callous can they 
get? Thesepeople have NO respect for 
human life at all. 

To me, the culprits should be charged with 
attempted manslaughter. Surely local scrap 
dealers will know something? 

Alex Campbell 
Barry 


‘Support Valeways 
before it is too late’ 


Elderly party: 
‘THANK YOU’ 


BOLLARDS, OR 
NO BOLLARDS? 

- that is the question 


S O MUCH type 
space, so much 
controversy, 
over the artworks 
in Thompson 
Street, Barry ( The 
GEM: December 8 
and earlier). 

By contrast, three art¬ 
works by our own coun¬ 
cil receive no mention 
whatsoever. 

I refer to the three 
4ft-high tree stumps, in 
their naked splendour, 
outside the Court 
Road/Holton Road car 
park. Artistic they are 
not; an eye sore they 
certainly are. 

Why not engage who¬ 


ever splendidly carved 
the face on the small 
stump alongside Jenner 
Park, on Gladstone 
Road? 

He or she did an 
excellent job - and I 
assume it cost no money 
whatsoever. Am I cor¬ 
rect? 

As a former 

Governor, over 25 years, 
of two art colleges 
(Cardiff, now part of 
Cardiff Metropolitan 
University; and 
Hereford), I am in 
favour of public art. 

The more the better, 
and if provided free, so 
much the better, too. 
Christopher Short, 
Barry. 


‘Better to have street 
art, than no funding’ 


O N the sub¬ 
ject of the 
bollards in 
Thompson Street, 
Barry, let’s come 
down from ‘Planet 
Fantasy’. 

“The end justifies the 
means" - Machiavelli 
was a very wise man. 

If a condition of much 
needed grant funding to 
regenerate this town is to 
spend a significant pro¬ 
portion of that funding 
on art, let’s go for it. 

Better to spend a pro¬ 
portion of much needed 
funding on street art than 
not get the funding at 
all. 

Okay, so some people 
don’t like the Thompson 
Street bollards - what is 
art? It is purely a subjec¬ 
tive judgement. There 
are as many people who 
think Picasso’s work is 
rubbish as there are who 
think it’s wonderful. 

I was fortunate recent¬ 
ly to spend some time in 
Vancouver, Canada. It is 
a condition of planning 
consent there that every 


high rise building has a 
‘greenspace’ that is 
accessible, has grass, 
shrubs, flowers, water 
and art. 

The ‘art’ is an eclec¬ 
tic mix from building to 
building. It goes from 
the sublime to the hilari¬ 
ous, to the ridiculous. It 
is that variety that makes 
it such a joy to walk 
around - and it makes 
Vancouver one of the 
great cities of the world. 

It is something of a 
bone of contention that 
Barry misses out of 
much needed funding 
because it is within the 
‘comparatively’ wealthi¬ 
er Vale. 

That makes those 
‘bollards’ vitally impor¬ 
tant to trade and prosper¬ 
ity here. Now all the 
wealthy horsey set in the 
Vale can give Cowbridge 
a miss and come to 
Barry to do their shop¬ 
ping, knowing there is a 
facility for them - some¬ 
thing they can hitch their 
horses to! 

David Alexander, 

Barry Island. 


Email your views and/or 
news to: 

gemeditorial 
@tindlenews. co. uk 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JANUARY 12) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

05 Thur 

06.50 

9.6 

19.19 

9.3 

06 Fri 

07.34 

9.6 

19.47 

9.4 

07 Sat 

08.11 

9.7 

20.26 

9.4 

08 Sun 

08.44 

9.5 

21.00 

9.1 

09 Mon 

09.16 

9.3 

21.31 

8.8 

10 Tues 

09.51 

9.0 

22.02 

8.5 

11 Wed 

10.24 

8.7 

22.42 

8.1 

12 Thur 

11.05 

8.2 

23.22 

7.8 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 7EL. Printed by NWN Ltd. 
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Graham is 
planning 
a trip to 
the Palace! 


l EM / 
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(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

In 1991, Graham 
accompanied Barry’s 
Jack Fairweather on a 30- 
day trek from Cowbridge 
to Poole in Dorset, via 
Land’s End - a 350-mile 
test of endurance. 

Jack is blind and along 
with his dog Ralph, was 
raising funds for Guide 
Dogs for the Blind. 

Graham joined Jack, 
and the two men raised 
£15,000 for the charity. 

Graham even broke 
off from the walk one 
Sunday to take part in the 
London Marathon! 

He has also been a 
huge supporter of the 
Welsh Blood Service 
over the years, making 


numerous donations of 
‘platelets’. In 2010, at a 
special ceremony in 
Cardiff he was recog¬ 
nised for giving 800 
units. 

These sorts of dona¬ 
tions can save lives, help¬ 
ing people suffering from 
blood disorders, cancer 
and leukaemia, and help¬ 
ing in the treatment of 
premature babies. 

Graham, who is origi¬ 
nally from Kent, has 
managed to fit in dona¬ 
tions around a busy work 
schedule with the Royal 
Mail. 

“I originally started 
giving blood when I was 
an 18-year-old apprentice 
in Kent. 

“The location for 


GARAGES AT REAR OF 
PA RK AVENUE, BAR RY 

Would the occupant of 
No. I Garage with Car 
Registration WEV 766W 

please contact Priory Lettings, 

106 Broad Street, Barry 
(Tel 01446 744750) to avoid the car 
being removed to alternative storage. 



BARRY ISLAND 


Enjoy our First Tribute 
Cabaret Night for 2012 

Friday 27th January J7 

- 90s & 00s - 


Michael Buble 




Katie Perry 
Lady Gaga w 
Robbie Williams etc 

Doors open 7pm • Late Bar 
^ Tickets £10 (Exc Food) J) 
£15 inc food. 

★ FORTHCOMING 
TRIBUTE NIGHTS 

11th February - 80 s Dance 
Movie Themes 

24th February - ‘Penny Lane’ Beatles 
9th March - Robbie Williams ^ 
Tickets from £10 

SUNDAY CARVERY 

Served 12-4pm 

Choice of 3 meats, homemade roast 
potatoes, all fresh vegetables. 

Adults £4.95 Children £2.95 
ROOM HIRE AVAILABLE 
FOR PRIVATE PARTIES 


Telephone 01446 721888 
or 07801 908353 




donations was Maidstone 
Prison and we were 
bused in there!” 

Graham has given full 
blood, or platelets and 
plasma for 42 years. 

He moved to Barry 
when he met his wife 
Jean, who is from the 
town, and now has three 
sons, a stepson and three 
grand daughters. 

He was the first donor 
at the Talbot Green clinic 
in 1997, and when he had 
made his 500th donation 
of plasma and platelets, 
along with other donors, 
met Falklands veteran 
Simon Weston. 

Graham recalled: 
“Simon gave a cracking 
speech on the importance 
of donations, and put it in 
context by saying that the 
amount I had given up to 
that point had been what 
he had needed on his 
return from the 
Falklands.” 

On New Year’s Eve 
2007, when many people 
are planning their 
evening out, Graham was 
at the clinic making his 
700th donation! 

His commitment to the 
Welsh Blood Service was 
demonstrated when the 
Talbot Green clinic had a 
relaunch in April 2010. 
He was asked to give a 
speech, along with for¬ 
mer Welsh football inter¬ 
national John Hartson, 
and Dr Geoff Poole, the 
director of the Welsh 
Blood Service. 



ABOVE: Graham (right) 20 years ago with Jack Fairweather and 
Ralph his dog (centre) and a colleague from the Royal Mail during 
their epic 350 mile trek for Guide Dogs for the Blind in 1991. 


As news broke of 
Graham’s MBE, Dr 
Poole was quick to praise 
his selfless efforts for the 
service, emphasising: 
“Graham has been an 
inspiration to Welsh 
Blood Service staff and 
other blood donors since 
he started donating blood 
when he was 18 years 
old. 

“Having given a very 
commendable 37 pints of 
blood, he then became a 
platelet donor and has 
since given an astonish¬ 
ing 800 ‘platelet dona¬ 
tions’. 

“Platelet donations 
take longer to collect 
than whole blood dona¬ 
tions, but are essential in 
the treatment of many 
diseases - for example, 
leukaemia. 


“Through his selfless 
co mmi tment to helping 
others, Graham will 
undoubtedly have saved 
many lives, and many 
patients will applaud him 
in receiving this honour.” 

Graham is now look¬ 
ing forward to taking 
Jean, and his mum Joyce, 
who lives in Kent and is 
naturally thrilled and 


proud of her son, on a 
trip to St James’s Palace 
to pick up the award. 

For people interested 
in becoming blood 
donors, the official web¬ 
site for the service is 
www. welsh-blood. org. uk 
or the service can be 
contacted on 0800 
252266. 


Vale AM’s surgery 

THE Vale AM, Jane Hutt, will be holding a 
surgery this Saturday (January 7) at the 
Vale Citizens Advice Bureau, 119 Broad 
Street, Barry, CF62 7TZ from 10am to 12 
noon. No Appointment is necessary. 


APPEAL 

FOLLOWING 

‘BARBARIC 

ANIMAL 

CRUELTY’ 


BARRY police are 
appealing for wit¬ 
nesses to come for¬ 
ward with informa¬ 
tion regarding what 
they have described 
as “a barbaric act 
of animal cruelty ” 
which took place 
overnight on New 
Year’s Eve. 

Sometime during 
that night, thieves 
entered Old Pencoedtre 
Allotments in 
Gibbonstown, adjacent 
to the park, and broke 
into several secure 
sheds, stealing a large 
amount of property. 

The culprits also 
removed pet rabbits 
and ducks from secure 
pens within the allot¬ 
ments and set about 
causing horrific 
injuries to the animals, 
leaving them in severe 
pain and distress. 

Most of the animals 
have since had to be 
put to sleep by the 
RSPCA. 

Neighbourhood 
Officer PC Mark 
Cummins of Barry 
police said: “Seven 
males are currently 


helping us with our 
enquiries. However, 
we are urging the pub¬ 
lic to come forward 
with any information 
that may help us with 
our investigations. 

“This is a sickening 
act of cruelty and I 
have never come 
across anything on this 
scale in Barry during 
my time as a police 
officer.” 

A spokesman for the 
shocked allotment 
holders commented: 
“Those repsonsible 
broke into 11 sheds 
stealing numerous 
hand and mechanical 
tools from knives to 
generators and strim- 
mers, but the worst 
monstrosity was what 
happened to the ani¬ 
mals. ” 

If you have any 
information that may 
help police with their 
investigations, please 
contact Barry Police 
on 101. 

Alternatively, please 
contact Crimestoppers 
free and anonymously 
on 0800 555 111. 


Windsor Hotel 


Friday Live 
from 6pm until 9pm 

LAURA LIBERTINE 


Saturday from 8.30pm 
KARAOKE DISCO 

with LISA LEE 


Sunday from 6pm 
LIVE BAND 

FREEWAY 


ALL LIVE SPORT 
ALSO SHOWN 


170 Holton Road, 
Barry CF63 4LL 

07902 592406 
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REAL INDIAN FOOD 

All meal deals include papadoms & Chutneys 

TiHin 

MDVRAJA MEAL DEAL £10.00 

A sumptuous meal fori: 

' Any Starters • Any Main • 1 Pulao Rice • 1 Nan Bread 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

RASOI 

MD2-MAHARANI MEAL DEAL £183 

A grand meal for 2: • Any 2 Starters' • Any 2 Mains* 1 
• 2 Pulao Rice • 1 Nan Bread • 1 Side Dish 

HOME DINING 

Authentic Indian flavours transformed 
into a contemporary gourmet experience 

Free Delivery - min.order £10 (Barry) 
We accept all major payment cards 

JANUARY SPECIAL 
OFFERS 


MD3* MAHARAJA MEAL DEAL 

A luxurious meal for 4: • Any 4 Starters • Any 4 Mains* 

• 4 Pulao Rice • 2 Nan Bread • 2 Side Dishes 

Not valid with any other offer or discounts. Starters up to 
the value of £2.75 / Mains up to the value of £5.95 

£5 Off OFFER CODE: HD25 

Our Home Dining Menu 

*on orders over £25 

Not valid in conjunction with any other offer, set meals or discounts, 
only one offer per order. Please mention offer code when ordering. 

Order over £15 and receive: 

rnrr Onion Bhaji, Zeera Aloo, Papadom 

rnCC . . . Mint Dip and Onion Salad 

Order over £20 and receive: 

rnrr Onion Bhaji, Curry (£5.95), Papadom 

rllEE- . . Mint Dip and Onion Salad 

Excludes Saturday. Not valid in conjunction with any other offers 

A £12 MEAL DEAL ★ 

Valid Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 

2 CURRIES*, 2 PULAO RICE 

1 NAN, 2 PAPADOM 

*Up to the value of £5.95 

Not valid in conjunction with any other offer or discounts 

Offer Code Ml 2 

* £15 MEAL DEAL ★ 

Valid Sunday - Thursday 

2 STARTERS*, 2 CURRIES** 

2 PULAO RICE & 1 NAN 

*Up to £2.75 **Up to £5.95 

Not valid in conjunction with any other offer or discounts 

Offer Code Ml 5 

37 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 
www.tiffinrasoi.com 

S 8 01446 743030 or 01446 721100 


3 

-< 
m 
> 
50 

I 
> 
-O 

-o 
-< 
z 

m 

-< 
m 
> 
50 

I 
> 
-o 
-o 
-< 
z 

m 

-< 
m 

HAPPY NEW YEAR • HAPPY NEW YEAR • HAPPY NEWYEAR • HAPPY NEW YEAR • 5 






































































4 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, January 5th, 2012 


Barry man 
receives OBE 
for work in 
education 



ABOVE: David Allen at work at 
Exeter University. 


A BARRY boy who 
has gone on to 
great things in the 
field of education 
has received an 
OBE in the New 
Year’s Honours 
List. 

David Allen, the reg¬ 
istrar and deputy chief 
executive of the 
University of Exeter, 
has been awarded an 
OBE in the New Year’s 
Honours List, for serv¬ 
ices to higher education. 

He has been registrar 
of three universities, 
Nottingham, 
Birmingham, and Exeter 
since 2003. 

Mr Allen was born in 
Barry in 1952 and grad¬ 
uated from Swansea 
University in 1973. 
Later, he took a post¬ 
graduate at Cardiff 
University. He now 
lives in Chudleigh and 
is married with five 
children. 

He is the only person 
to have chaired both the 
Association of Heads of 
University 

Administration (AHUA) 
and the Association of 
University 

Administrators (AUA). 

He is currently a 
member of the Higher 


Education Funding 
Council for Wales and 
has been a director of 
the Leadership 
Foundation for Higher 
Education and served on 
numerous other national 
bodies relating to higher 
education. 

The vice-chancellor 
of the University of 
Exeter, Professor Sir 
Steve Smith, said: 

“This is incredibly 
well deserved recogni¬ 
tion for a working life¬ 
time spent at the sharp 
end of developing uni¬ 
versities. 


‘David has a wonder¬ 
ful track record of mod¬ 
ernising and improving 
higher education for the 
benefit of students and 
staff and has made an 
enormous impact in 
helping to turn the 
University of Exeter 
into a top 10 UK institu¬ 
tion.” 

David Allen said: 
“This award recognises 
the enormous energy 
and hard work of the 
professional staff of the 
University of Exeter and 
I am delighted to accept 
it on their behalf.” 


Councillor delivers 
gifts to Barry hostel 



Coun Bertin delivers gifts to residents and staff at the Ty John Rowley 
Trust hostel in Barry. 


A BARRY councillor recently 
turned up at a hostel in his 
ward with a sack full of pres¬ 
ents for those who are staying 
there. 

Independent councillor Richard 
Bertin, who represents the Barry Court 
ward, dropped in at the Llamau-run Ty 
John Rowley Trust hostel and gave 
Christmas presents to the residents and 
staff. 

The home provides supported 


accommodation for young people. 
Coun Bertin praised the staff for their 
good work and ensured them that they 
have his full support. 

He said: “It was great to drop in 
give gifts to those at the John Rowley 
Centre. I am delighted to help and sup¬ 
port this centre which does really good 
work in supporting young people.” 

If you would like to help or support 
the centre, please telephone 02920 
239585. 


VALE of Glamorgan CCTV operators contacted 
the police 38 times in the week ending December 
25, resulting in seven arrests. 

On December 19, one person was arrested in connection 
with a theft on Holton Road and an arrest was made on 
Gladstone Road of a person wanted on warrant by the police. 

Two arrests in relation to a theft were made at Holton 
Road on December 20. 

An arrest concerning public order was made on Broad 
Street on Christmas Eve, along with an arrest concerning a 
theft on Holton Road. 


CCTV 
arrests 
are 
made 
in town 



RHOOSE Brownies recently visit¬ 
ed Dwr Cymru Welsh Water’s 
education centre in Cog Moors - 
to celebrate National Tree Week 
and took home festive decorations 
they had made out of surplus 


pieces of wood. 

Deb Jones, Welsh Water’s full-time 
seconded teacher at the centre, said: 
“We actively promote a ‘hands on’ 
learning experience and National Tree 
Week is the perfect opportunity for 
pupils to visit the centre, explore the 


local nature, and see wildlife in its natu¬ 
ral habitat.” 

Pat Field, who runs the Rhoose 
Brownies, said: “The girls really enjoyed 
their visit to the centre and it was a great 
way for them to keep occupied and 
learning during the holidays.” 


Nativity is 
saved by 
pub landlord 


WHEN the heating 
broke down at 
Parkside Christian 
Centre, 

Gibbonsdown, it 
looked as if the 
Little Stars Toddler 
Group Nativity, 
party and visit from 
Santa, would have 
to be cancelled. 

Helen Cocks, the 
group leader, explained: 
“Efforts to find an alter¬ 
native venue seemed 
futile after both the 
Community Centre and 
Holm View Leisure 
Centre were booked. 

“But thanks to Trevor, 
the landlord of the 
Master Mariner all was 
well. He agreed to let 
the 50 plus members of 
Little Stars hold their 
event in the pub’s 
lounge - now there ’5 a 


brave man! 

“The event was an 
unmitigated success. The 
room looked lovely, was 
warm and cosy, and by 
the time the children, 
parents and carers 
arrived it was ready for 
the nativity and party. ” 

A great time was had 
by all and Santa 
appeared with a gift for 
every child, plus a knit¬ 
ted Christmas pud filled 
with chocolate (thanks to 
Margaret, a supporter of 
the group). 

One mum said: 
“Thanks for a fantastic 
morning. Everyone there 
today is so blessed to 
have such a special team 
running the group. ” 

The group’s gratitude 
goes to Trevor and his 
helper for allowing it to 
use the venue and mak¬ 
ing everyone welcome. 


A winning 
design for 
Christmas! 


EMILY Harris of 
Ysgol Sant Curig in 
Barry, has seen her 
design for a Nativity 
scene come to life in 
print on a 
Christmas card pro¬ 
duced by Alun 
Cairns MP for the 
Vale. 

He made a surprise 
visit to Ysgol Sant Curig 
and interrupted the prac¬ 
tice for the school 
Christmas concert to 
announce that Emily had 
created the successful 
design in the MP’s annu¬ 
al Christmas card compe¬ 
tition. 

Mr Cairns presented 
Emily with a certificate 


of excellence, a bundle of 
the winning cards for her 
to send out to her family 
and friends, and a gift 
bag of art goodies. 

The competition was 
open to all primary 
schoolchildren in the 
Vale, from nursery to 
year-6 age groups. 

Alun Caims MP said: 
“I was so pleased to be 
able to come and present 
Emily with a set of her 
own cards - she seemed 
really delighted to see 
her nativity design print¬ 
ed on the cards. 

“Her excellent design 
and wonderful colours 
really stood out and drew 
our attention from the 
many competition entries 
I received.” 


£30 PENALTY FOR 
ILLEGAL PARKING 


MOTORISTS parking illegal¬ 
ly in Penarth are being slapped 
with a £30 charge, police 
warned this week. 

“Officers on patrol are taking a no- 
nonsense approach to drivers who 
choose to ignore parking regulations 
and those caught committing parking 
offences will be issued with a £30 
fixed penalty ticket,” a spokeswoman 
stated. 

In the week commencing December 
5, officers issued 70 of these tickets to 
illegally parked motorists. 


Vale Local Policing Inspector Mark 
Taylor commented: “Illegal and incon¬ 
siderate parking is an ongoing issue in 
Penarth town centre. 

“As a result, we will continue to 
utilise the traffic powers held by police 
officers and PCSOs in order to tackle 
the problem effectively. 

“I am encouraging people in 
Penarth to take some personal respon¬ 
sibility and adhere to the parking reg¬ 
ulations, so that we can keep the roads 
in Penarth as safe and visitor-friendly 
as possible,” he explained. 


Avis wins a turkey! 

Avis Grey was pre¬ 
sented with a fresh 
turkey which she 
won in the recent 
High Street Traders 
Christmas raffle. 

Anthony Hopkins, 
chairman of High 
Street Traders, said 
“On behalf of High 
Street Traders, may 
I wish everyone a 

Avis Grey with her Pembrokeshire turkey, Merry Christmas & 
courtesy of High Street Traders. a Happy New Year.” 



Pantomime treat 


THERE was great excitement 
as 71 people boarded the dou¬ 
ble decker coach on Saturday, 
December 10 for a trip to see 
Cinderella at the Riverfront 
Theatre, Newport. 

For many of the adults and almost 
all the children, it was a first - a trip 
to the theatre to see a brilliant pan¬ 
tomime. 

The trip was arranged for residents 
of the Gibbonsdown and Court 
Communities First wards and was 
supported by the CF Partnership 
Board. 

In return for the support, those 
attending gave quality feedback to 
help the board see the type of things 
they would like to be involved with 
and introduced into the area by way 


of improvements. 

Trip organiser Helen Cocks said 
everyone really appreciated the trip, 
which was a lovely way to build 
happy memories for families in a very 
deprived area, who would struggle to 
afford a trip to the panto. 

Helen’s favourite comment was 
from a single parent in the Court area 
who has saved throughout the year to 
take her kids to the panto every 
Christmas Eve: 

“I pay £100 to go to panto in New 
Theatre every year so thanks to 
Communities First, it made the arts 
accessible to all.” 
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Student Nick has 
made a New 
Year resolution... 

to conquer Kilimanjaro! 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


A 22-year-old stu¬ 
dent from Dinas 
Powys is to climb 
Africa’s highest 
mountain in 
February to raise 
money for the 
Alzheimer’s 
Society. 

Nick Smith will be 
the only Welshman in a 
band of 24 people aim¬ 
ing to conquer the 5,896 
metres of Kilimanjaro 
for the Alzheimer’s 
Society and Alzheimer’s 
Scotland. 

Nick told The GEM: 
“My fundraising will 
aim to help sufferers and 
their families live better 
with dementia by help¬ 
ing to fund new 
research, provide 
dementia support profes¬ 
sionals to help those liv¬ 
ing with the condition 
and a Dementia 
Community Roadshow 
that will travel around 
the UK raising aware¬ 
ness of the condition. 

“The roadshow will 


also encourage people 
worried about their 
memory to visit their 
GP.” 

Kilimanjaro is a dor¬ 
mant volcano located in 
one of Tanzania’s 
national parks. 

Nick explained that he 
had personal reasons for 
wanting to make the 
trek. 

“This charity is very 
important to me because 
two of my relatives have 
suffered from this dis¬ 
tressing and debilitating 
disease. 

“I have witnessed the 
effect that Alzheimer’s 
has, not just on the suf¬ 
ferer, but also their fami¬ 
ly, carers and friends. 

“Each step I take up 
Kilimanjaro will act as a 
huge morale booster as I 
will know that I will be 
helping more people live 
well with dementia..” 

You can donate 
donate by visiting 
http://www.just giving, co 
m/NickTrekKil imanjaro 



ABOVE: Nick Smith will be the only Welshman 
in a group of 24 people who will be climbing 
Mount Kilimanjaro in February. 


Fundraising events take All 
Saints’ organ appeal to £18,500 


THE All Saints 
Organ Appeal, 
launched on May 
29, 2011, in a bid to 
raise £70,000 in 
two years, has cur¬ 
rently raised a 
staggering £18,500 
over the last seven 
months. 

A number of events 
have taken place 
throughout that time and 
with more events 
planned for 2012 the 
appeal is on track to 
reach £35,000 within 
the first 12 months. 

November 24 saw the 
final of four autumn 
lunches. It was a very 
happy occasion enjoyed 
by a very full house of 
diners. 

In addition to the two 
raffle prize draws, Joy 
Hume gave an entertain¬ 
ing reading and Suzanne 
Grover sold the range of 



Candle light vigil 

MERTHYR Dyfan Cemetery Chapel 
opened its doors recently to all those wish¬ 
ing to light a candle in memory of a loved 
one. 

Guests were welcomed to light a candle and sit 
and reflect or admire the recently-renovated chapel, 
whilst indulging in the ambience of their tranquil 
and peaceful surroundings. 

The beauty of the illuminated chapel was com¬ 

(See page 40 to find 
out why these young¬ 
sters chose to spend 
their New Year’s day 
on the beach!) 

mented on by many of those present and actually 
attracted people in from the cold and wet. 

The evening was organised by Barry Town 
Council and due to the support of the community, it 
raised over £80 to be donated to a charity of the 
council’s choice. 


organ fund merchandise. 
The four weeks of 
autumn lunches realised 
a pleasing profit of 
£1025.75 for the Organ 
Appeal. 

The lunches team sin¬ 
cerely thank everyone 
who supported their 
venture so generously. 

The Cardiff Concert 
Orchestra performed a 
family Christmas con¬ 
cert on December 10 
which was an amazing 
treat for the 120 people 
who attended. 

The music pro¬ 
gramme was constructed 
around a family theme 
for adults and children 
and included many 
favourites - such as 
Tom Thumb, ET, 
Sleeping Beauty, The 
Pirates of the Caribbean 
and Beauty and the 
Beast. 

There were also two 
opportunities for audi¬ 
ence participation at the 
beginning of the per¬ 
formance with ‘O Come 
All Ye Faithful’ and at 
the end with a wonder¬ 
ful rendition of ‘Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing’. 

Conductor Phil 
Roberts stated: “We are 
delighted to support the 
All Saints Organ 
Appeal. 

“The acoustics at All 
Saints really lend them¬ 
selves to an orchestra, 
and we have been made 
to feel so welcome in 
setting up and getting 
everything as best as it 
can be.” 



Wedding 

Exhibition 

This Sunday... 
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Fantastic competitions available on 
the day including ‘Win a Wedding 
Dress’ and ‘Win £500 worth of 
Wedding Stationery’ and many more. 


Please visit www.eternitywithlove.co.uk for full 
details on the event. If you pre-register online 
the Bride or Groom goes for free!! 


MASSIVE SAVINGS 

IN EVERY DEPARTMENT! 


OPEN FOR OUR 

BIGGEST 

FURNITURE 

SALE 

EVER! 

Out business is constantly evolving with new 
furniture galleries, displays and ranges completing 
the first phase of our stoic refurbishment 
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St Andrews School singers were 
in fine voice at coffee morning 


CHOIR PERFORM FOR DINAS 
POWYS VOLUNTARY CONCERN 


ABOVE: The St Andrew’s school choir with Coun Chris Williams, chair of Dinas Powys Community Council. 


THE final social 
event of the year 
for Dinas Powys 
Voluntary Concern 
was a coffee morn¬ 
ing. 

Although not prima¬ 
rily a fundraiser, the 
event raised £280, 
which will assist the 
charity in helping the 
elderly and vulnerable. 


Mr John Fanshaw, 
chairman of DPVC, 
welcomed everyone to 
the event, including 
Coun Chris Williams, 
chair of Dinas Powys 
Community Council. 

He also thanked the 
Head, Mrs Sue Jordan, 
and the school staff for 
bringing the marvellous 
St Andrews School 
choir - all 60 of them - 


to entertain. 

He was “delighted” 
that a member of the 
National Assembly was 
present, Jane Hutt, AM 
for the Vale. 

He added: “The 
main reason for this 
coffee morning is not 
to sell things and raffle 
tickets, but to give you, 
our supporters, a 
chance to meet and talk 


to friends old and new 
and for us to thank you 
for your help, support 
and kindness over the 
past year. 

“We appreciate the 
support and goodwill 
that DPVC does 
receive from our 
Assembly Members, 
and from both the Vale 
Council and our Dinas 
Powys Community 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon « 
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PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

| Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, Range Cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


n SHARP LC-42 CT2E 
• Full HD, LCD, 42” 

O 

O 

§ To Clear £499.99 
1 Lowest UK Price 


SALE NOW ON 

Clearance of stock 
to make way 
for new lines 


Discounts for the over 60s on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Please ask in-store 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY ' 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: 
Monday- 
Saturday 
9am -5.30pm 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG * 


Council. 

“This support is not 
only financial (though 
we could do with 
more!) but practical, as 
can be seen by your 
presence here today 
and by the fact that 
Vale and community 
councillors are here 
helping to run this cof¬ 
fee morning and take 
an active role all year 
in this organisation. 

“So, please, if you, 
or if you know of any¬ 


one in our community 
who does need support 
in any way, remember 
that DPVC is there as a 
first port of call - and 
you will be sure that 
whoever contacts us 
will receive a warm 
and sympathetic wel¬ 
come.” 

Contact Murchfield 
Community Hall 
Sunny croft Lane; call 
02920 513700, or 
email dpvc@btinter- 
net.com 


The first 
Minister’s 
message to 
the troops 


A special festive mes¬ 
sage from the First 
Minister of Wales, 
Carwyn Jones AM, 
was broadcast on 
Christmas Day to 
members of the UK 
Armed Forces serv¬ 
ing around the world. 

In the message, 
recorded for the British 
Forces Broadcasting 
Service (BFBS) the First 
Minister thanked those 
serving for their work, 
and recognised the 
unique pressures they 
work under. 

The broadcast went 
out to Service people 
based in the Falklands 
Islands, Cyprus, 
Germany, Brunei and 
Afghanistan. 

The First Minister 
said: 

“In Wales we want to 
demonstrate our grati¬ 
tude for the work being 
done by the Armed 
Forces by improving the 
support we provide to 
the Armed Forces com¬ 
munity. 

“The Welsh 

Government is increas¬ 
ing the support we pro¬ 
vide to those currently 
serving and veterans in 
key areas including 
healthcare, housing and 
education. 

“I want to make sure 
serving personnel, as 
well as their families, 
have all the help avail¬ 


able and suffer no dis¬ 
advantage - at the end 
of the day the Armed 
Forces deserve nothing 
less. 

“We know that 
Christmas is a time for 
family and loved ones, a 
time for us to be togeth¬ 
er, to enjoy each other’s 
company. 

“For the Armed 
Forces this time of year 
is especially challeng¬ 
ing, particularly for 
those of you out there on 
operations across the 
world. 

“The demands placed 
on you and your fami¬ 
lies are unique - the 
very nature of your work 
is different to anything 
else other people would 
have experience of. 

“The personal sacri¬ 
fices each of you has to 
endure every day are 
valued by all of us who 
recognise the stresses 
and pressures you and 
your families bear. 

“This is certainly the 
case at this time of year 
when many of you will 
be on active duty 
throughout the world. 

“So I want to send 
my thoughts and prayers 
to you all on behalf of 
the people of Wales. 

“I wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year and 
send a heartfelt thanks 
to you for all you do. ” 


Big-hearted residents in the Vale 
give an extra gift for Christmas 


SANTA’S little 
helpers were busier 
than ever collecting 
presents for chil¬ 
dren and young 
people who might 
otherwise receive 
little or nothing for 
Christmas. 

The Vale Council’s 
children’s services team 
had been working with 
the Coastlands Family 
Church to provide toys 
and other gifts to local 
children and young 
people in need, in the 
‘Big Wrap’ appeal. 

Despite current 
financial pressures, the 
generosity of the people 
of the Vale resulted in 
bumper donations this 
year; with an increase 
of 44 per cent on last 
year. 

Big Wrap coordina¬ 
tor, Susan Lloyd-Selby, 
said: “This year, we’ve 
been able to support 
180 children and young 
people and have given 
around 70 hampers, 
which will provide food 
for 120 people. 

“People have been 
more generous than 
ever before. We were 
expecting, in the current 
tough economic cli¬ 
mate, that we would 
struggle this year. The 
opposite has been the 
case.” 

Vale Foodbank pro¬ 


vided the lion’s share of 
food for this year’s 
hampers and treats and 
donations at the coun¬ 
cil’s civic offices have 
been outstripping 
expectations, in terms 
of quality and quantity. 

Families and young 
people referred by the 
Vale Council’s social 
services department for 
help by the Big Wrap 


appeal come from low- 
income homes, are 
leaving care or have the 
added cost of support¬ 
ing a child with special 
needs. 

“We deal with a sig¬ 
nificant number of peo¬ 
ple, who live on their 
own,” added Mrs 
Selby-Lloyd. 

“They often don’t 
get much support from 


their families. We deal 
with everything from 
new born babies to 20- 
year-olds.” 

Hockey team The 
Cardiff Devils also lent 
their support to this 
year’s appeal, by taking 
30 children from the 
Vale on a day out. 


GEM READER’S VIEW 


Satisfaction survey 
doesn’t tell true story 


O n New Year’s Eve, I 
was sitting in my 
favourite chair, enjoy¬ 
ing the spoils of the festive 
season, when a lady came 
knocking at my door. 

She was out looking for people to 
take part in a satisfaction survey, on 
behalf of The Vale Council. 

I suspected that this was the usual 
bi-annual survey which miraculously 
finds a 96 per cent level of satisfac¬ 
tion, in reference to the so-called pro¬ 
fessional efforts of the Vale Council, 
at a cost no doubt, of many thousands 
of pounds that would doubtless be 
better spent on helping those in gen¬ 
uine need. 

Why can’t these brave and super- 
efficient councillors stand on Kings 
Square and ask people what they real¬ 
ly feel about the council’s efforts in 
our town? 

I guess they would certainly get a 


clear answer, but I think they would 
be ashamed to boast about it. 

Looking back on the criteria from 
the last survey, it appears they did not 
include the ‘don’t knows’. 

What total nonsense indeed: I 
refused to participate, due to my total 
disgust with their current results, and I 
suspect that this will also be the reac¬ 
tion from most people. 

No doubt for the benefit of their 
records, I will also be cast as a ‘don’t 
know’ .Perhaps then by hiding certain 
facts this enables them to achieve 
such a high percentage, as is evident 
from their last satisfaction survey. 

The clear way forward is to have a 
dis-satisfaction survey - but they 
would probably run out of question¬ 
naires within the first couple of hours 
of the start of such a realistic survey. 
Barrie Evans 
Barry First 
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Casa conservatory 
complete from 

£ 9,995 

plus FREE extras 

M 


Ask about 
affordable 
finance from 

7 9 % 

/ «Tapr 

REPRESENTATIVE 



1 ^ 

FREE 1 

FREE 7 

FREE UPGRADE 

panel heater 

electrics 

to 'A' rated glass 


Casa Conservatory 

Edwardian style 3mx3m conservatory in white, including planning, full base and frame installation. 


Leekes 

360" 

COMPLETE 


► CHOICE 

► FREE DESIGN 

► FREE PLANNING 

► INSTALLATION 



Fully 

fitted from 

£995 


FREE 

door 

knocker 



A' rated 
gtoss as 
standard 


FREE 

bevels. 

Georgian bars or 
bwdng in 
f«nigh*» 


Composite Doors 

Front or back doors in a choice of colours and finishes, complete with 
high security features. 


uPVC Windows 

Choose from a wide range of sites, styles and finishes to ti* 
every property. 


Arrange your design appointment at leekes.co.uk/quote or call 0845 050 8240 

Llantrisant, Cowbridge Road, Pontyclun. CF72 8XU 


Leekes 

You're home 


I Furniture ■ Beds ■ Carpets ■ Interior Design ■ Sound & Vision ■ Conservatories, Windows & Doors 
I Kitchens ■ Accessories ■ Bathrooms ■ Leisure clothing ■ Home Textiles ■ Fire Studio 


Tiwcf fe subject to starts. ccndbOM apply *0% AFW R*p»ev*roti«e ktrowt V*e otdh 4 *oc a llmted pedod o^ds Jenoyy 2012 
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Exotic lizard is 
definitely not a 
native of Barry! 



Above: The young iguana, being held in 
the hand of an RSPCA officer. 


THE RSPCA 
recently attended 
one of the more 
unusual call-outs, in 
which a member of 
the public had res¬ 
cued a young igua¬ 
na that was found 
by the side of the 
beach in Barry 
Island. 

The green iguana 

measures about 10” 
from head to tail and 
appears to have lost part 
of its tail previously, 
which is now growing 
back. 

A member of the pub¬ 
lic originally spotted the 
animal near the beach 
two months ago and was 
caring for it at his home 
while trying to find a 
specialist exotic carer. 

Adverts and posters 
had been placed, asking 
for the owner to come 
forward, but so far there 
has been no response. 

RSPCA animal wel¬ 
fare officer Paula Milton 
said: 

“Although we cannot 
be sure what has hap¬ 
pened to this little chap, 
there is never any excuse 
for abandoning an ani¬ 
mal. 

“It is highly unlikely 
the iguana has escaped 
and strayed as they 


would normally be kept 
in a vivarium, similar to 
a large tank. 

“When keeping a 
non-domestic or exotic 
animal as a pet, even for 
a short period of time, 
you should think careful¬ 
ly about how you are 
going to meet the needs 
of these animals under 
the Animal Welfare Act. 

“These needs are just 
the same as they would 
be in the wild, and so 
often are based on a spe¬ 
cialist environment, diet 
or a particular behav¬ 
iour. 


“For example, igua¬ 
nas need UV light and a 
specific range of temper¬ 
atures, much warmer 
than those of a British 
winter to stay healthy. ” 
Anyone with infor¬ 
mation about the igua¬ 
na is urged to contact 
the RSPCA cruelty and 
information line on 
0300 1234 999. 

Calls will be treated 
in confidence. 

If you feel that you 
can no longer look after 
a pet, you can seek 
advice from an animal 
welfare organisation. 


‘We owe it to our young people to 
give them the best start in 2012’ 


1 AM pleased the 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr 
Rowan Williams, 
chose to focus his 
new year message 
on the needs of 
young people, pro¬ 
moting their 
opportunities and 
interests in a chal¬ 
lenging world. 

He said that... “a 
good new year’s resolu¬ 
tion might be to think 
what you can do locally 
to support facilities for 
young people.” 

As an Assembly 
Member and Minister in 
the Welsh Government, 
this is a call for action 
that I welcome. It 
accords with our priori¬ 
ties to safeguard local 
services, which can pro¬ 
vide opportunities and 


outlets for young people 
to engage, motivate and 
inspire them. 

Of course, we need to 
ensure that our commit¬ 
ment to education is the 
over-riding priority, 
improving our invest¬ 
ment in schools, as we 
are doing in our Welsh 
Government Budget 
with additional funding 
allocated to schools 
according to the num¬ 
bers of pupils eligible 
for free school meals - 
the pupil deprivation 
grant backed by the 
Welsh Liberal 
Democrats in the 
Budget vote. 

I am also working 
hard to secure addition¬ 
al capital funding for 
the re-building and re¬ 
furbishment of our 
schools. 

We are also commit¬ 
ted in Wales to securing 


/ASSEMBLY^ 

NOTES 



by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 


(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) y 

the best start for our 
children - with invest¬ 
ment in Flying Start for 
0-3 year olds in disad¬ 
vantaged families. 

I recently announced 
an additional £6million 
towards capital invest¬ 
ment in facilities across 
Wales for this pro¬ 
gramme. 

The numbers benefit¬ 
ing from Flying Start 
will double in Wales 
with free childcare for 2 
year olds. This will help 
pioneering local facili¬ 
ties like the 
Gibbonsdown 
Children's Centre. 

Their latest statistics 
show that 163 children 
have attended the 
Centre, with 68 of these 
funded under the Flying 
Start initiative. Five 
children with additional 
needs were supported 
and three received one- 


to-one support via a 
Flying Start worker. 

Centres of this kind 
help parents as well as 
children. One vital sta¬ 
tistic is that 110 parents 
of the families using the 
children's centre servic¬ 
es have gained or 
remained in employ¬ 
ment and 25 parents 
have undertaken or 
remained in training 
ranging from further 
education to university. 

Remembering what 
young people can give 
and gain from volun¬ 
teering and work expe¬ 
rience it is good to learn 
that nine students/vol¬ 
unteers have supported 
the Gibbonsdown 
Children’s Centre via 
local secondary schools 
and the Prince’s Trust as 
well as Cardiff and Vale 
College. 

This is just one 
example of how 
Government can inter¬ 
vene and be a force for 
good in funding tailored 
and targeted services 
and facilities like the 
Gibbonsdown 
Children’s Centre. 

Before Christmas we 
enjoyed an Arts Council 
‘Night Out’ Community 
Show at the centre 
based on traditional 
fairy stories but brought 
up to date to the delight 
of the children and fam¬ 
ilies who attended! 

It is vital that we sup¬ 
port this investment in 


our Youth Services as 
well. The Auditor 
General for Wales, Huw 
Vaughan Thomas, 
recently published a 
report on public servic¬ 
es in Wales and he 
acknowledged that local 
government funding has 
fared better than any 
other part of the UK 
because we decided in 
the Welsh Government 
to safeguard local serv¬ 
ices. 

This was reflected in 
the Local Government 
Settlement to local gov¬ 
ernment announced 
before Christmas. But 
he also recognised the 
pressures on local 
authorities with pressing 
and competing needs. 

Much good work in 
providing youth clubs, 
drama and arts groups is 
carried out by local vol¬ 
untary groups, scouts, 
guides, the VIBE, 
Act4Fun - as well as by 
churches and communi¬ 
ty groups, but it is vital 
that we give priority to 
the statutory youth serv¬ 
ices as well, which will 
have a beneficial impact 
on the lives and oppor¬ 
tunities of young peo¬ 
ple. 

This will help them in 
their pathways of edu¬ 
cation through to 
employment. We owe it 
to our young people to 
give them the best 
chance for opportunity 
and fulfilment in 2012. 


Fuel bills 
helpline 

NEW figures reveal that 6,700 Vale homes 
are entitled to some form of assistance with 
their fuel bills, and the help could amount 
to £250 a household. 

Local MP Alun Cairns pointed out: “Almost 
7,000 homes in the Vale are entitled to some form 
of support. Anyone who is concerned about staying 
warm should call the Home Heat Helpline and seek 
advice - it is free and independent.” 

The Home Heat Helpline number is 0800 33 66 
99 or people can visit: 

www.homeheathelpline.org.uk. 





Charge up your energy levels this year with a Lifestyle Health & Fitness membership at the 
Vale of Glamorgan’s leisure centres in Barry, Penarth. Cowbridge and Llantwrt Major. 

Starting from £24.40 a month, a membership gives you free use of all our fitness studios, swimming 
pools fitness classes, Trlxter Bikes and Easyhne suites, health suites and more! The minimum age 
for memberships is 14 and to find out more please call 01446 403000 or go online at.. 




www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/leisurecentres 


LIFESTYLE 
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Vale Council honours 
those dedicated to road 
safety for local children 


Jean Hatter won the ‘school crossing 
patrol of the Year’ award. 


hvcfe ffiif i 



oM- LADIES ONLY 
r* FITNESS STUDIO 

NEW YEAR - NEW YOU! 

No men • no mirrors • no aches & Pains 

State of the art Hydraulic Equipment. 
Designed for all ages & fitness levels. 

Get fit in 3x30 minute workouts 3 times a week. 

Call us now on 01446 722779 
for a 1 week FREE trial 

★ FREE JOINING FEE ★ 

(UNTIL 31st JANUARY 2012) 

OPENING HOURS: 

Monday - Friday 7am - 8pm 
Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Sunday 10am - 2pm 

FREE ZUMBA CLASS 

TUESDAY NIGHTS Iwith membership) 

Personal Training Plans 

Healthy Eating Plans 

Full Cardio Equipment 
Friendly Staff 

NOW AT: 

UNIT 2, BSC HOOD ROAD 
THE WATERFRONT, BARRY 

Telephone: 01446 722779 
www.hydrofitness.co.uk 


THE dedication of 
people who ensure 
the safety of chil¬ 
dren on the roads in 
the Vale has been 
recognised. 

The Vale Council paid 
tribute to its school 
crossing patrols and vol¬ 
unteers involved with the 
child pedestrian training 
scheme, Kerbcraft. 

Their professionalism 
and enthusiasm was 
recognised in a ceremony 
held at Barry. 

The ‘school crossing 
patrol of the year’ award 
went to Jean Hatter, who 
has been a stalwart of the 
service since 1998. 

For Kerbcraft, 

Elizabeth Matthews was 
the stand-out volunteer. 


She has worked above 
and beyond the call of 
duty for several years, 
sometimes at both All 
Saints and Jenner Park 
primary schools in Barry. 

Another area winner 
was Helen Wilkinson, 
from Eagleswell Primary 
School in Llantwit 
Major. She has a dual 
role as dinner lady and is 
also the person responsi¬ 
ble for the school cross¬ 
ing patrol. 

For the Barry area, 
mobile officer Katie 
Coates was mentioned 
for spending most of the 
past year covering St 
Helen’s Infants and 
Ysgol Sant Curig. 

Katie has worked as a 
school crossing patrol for 
almost 15 years. 

For Penarth, Sully and 


Dinas Powys, Elaine 
Storey had helped pupils 
from a variety of schools 
in Penarth on Redlands 
Road. 

With nearly 12 years 
of service to her name, 
she has always been cre¬ 
ative and innovative with 
ideas to support her role. 

The head of planning 
and transportation at the 
Vale Council, Rob 
Thomas, said: “The suc¬ 
cess of any scheme relies 
upon the commitment 
and dedication of the 
individuals involved, be 
it on a voluntary basis or 
in a paid role. 

“To remain enthusias¬ 
tic and continue to smile 
while standing in the 
pouring rain takes a very 
dedicated individual.” 

A presentation was 


also made to the winners 
of the road safety 
Christmas card competi¬ 
tion, which had more 
than 300 entries. 

The overall winner 
was Robyn Walters from 
St Andrews Major 
School, Dinas Powys, 
with Gen Pipps of 
Llandough and Tyler 
Carter of Cadoxton, the 
runners-up. 



Robyn Walters, Gen Pipps and Tyler Carter, 
were winners of the ‘Road Safety Christmas 
card competition ’. 


DECEMBER 17 was 
the last local farm¬ 
ers’ market of 2011 
and there were lots of 
stalls with festive 
fare for sale and 
everyone was in the 
Christmas spirit. 

PATRONS of The 
Pottery Tea Room, affec¬ 
tionately called ‘The 
Cabin ’ in Ewenny, would 
like to thank John and 
the girls for their friend¬ 
ship over the years. 

The Pottery Tea Room 
and its customers raised 
£760for Peter’s 
Progress by selling tick¬ 
ets for the Christmas 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


hamper. 

The tickets were 
drawn at lunchtime on 
December 15 and the 
winning ticket number 
was 225. 

This was the last col¬ 
lection by The Pottery 
Tea Room and John and 
the girls would like to 
thank everyone who 
donated goodies for the 
worthwhile cause. We 


wish young Peter Ryan 
well for the future. 

The Pottery Tea 
Room, which has col¬ 
lected many hundreds of 
pounds over the years 
for good causes, closed 
on Christmas Eve after 
many years of service to 
its customers. 

It is the end of an era 
but with hope for the 
future. 


‘Support the volunteers at 
Valeways , - Vale AM urges 


VALEWAYS AGM has heard 
impressive reports on the past 
year’s work. 

Vale AM, Jane Hutt, said: 
“Valeways is an admirable example of 
the benefits of volunteering - saving 
the public purse thousands of pounds 
as a result of the hard work and com¬ 
mitment of the experienced and skilled 
volunteers who manage and run the 
organisation for our enjoyment. 


“However, this voluntary activity 
needs to be underpinned with cost 
effective grant aid support and con¬ 
cerns were raised about the future 
prospects of Valeways with funding 
decisions remaining uncertain from 
April 2012. 

“Meetings are taking place over the 
next few weeks to seek to resolve these 
difficulties. All those who enjoy, and 
benefit from Valeways are urged to 
show their support.” 


[ValSlater 




Wedding Fayres 


’ worafr ftyf 

£>ax aAs Hotel lit Spx. 


Vx£L St 

OareW 

St David’s Hotel & Spa 

Havannah Street, Cardiff Bay, CF10J5SD 

Sunday 15th January 


SUNDAY 29th JANUARY 2012 
THE VALE RESORT (M4/J34) 

SUNDAY 19th FEBRUARY 2012 
DE VERE VILLAGE, CARDIFF (M4/J32) 

SUNDAY 26th FEBRUARY 2012 
DE VERE VILLAGE, SWANSEA (M4/J42) 

With fabulous, more intimate Val Slater 
Associate Events on 

SUNDAY 4th MARCH 2012 
NATIONAL WATERFRONT MUSEUM, SWANSEA 

SUNDAY 11th MARCH 2012 
THE BARN AT BRYNICH, BRECON 

SUNDAY 11th MARCH 2012 
BEST WESTERN DIPLOMAT HOTEL, LLANELLI 

SUNDAY 25th MARCH 2012 
ST FAGANS NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM 

FREE ADMISSION, EVERYONE WELCOME 

OUR 20th YEAR! 


WVAV.VAI SlAIM-aXHIHI I IONS.lO.UK 




A GALAXY OF STARS - EXCELLENT! 


T Christ College Brecon we work hard to create a stable 
environment, with extensive choices under the one roof, 
.where pupils can be happy, grow in confidence and matu¬ 
rity, and thrive academically and in every other way. We pride 
ourselves on the pursuit of excellence, on encouraging our pupils to find and develop 
their talents and preparing them for the world beyond school. 

For the second year in a row, pupils at Christ College witnessed a galaxy of stars as they 
celebrated the best ever haul of top A* grades at the school. Top grades have also been award¬ 
ed to the school as earlier this year Christ College was awarded the best possible inspection 
results by Estyn, Her Majesty’s Inspectorate for Education & Training in Wales. In its report, 
the Estyn inspection team judged Christ College to be ‘Excellent’ in all areas that it assessed 
and identified significant examples of sector-leading practice. 

The report recognised the high standards achieved at Christ College and the quality of pro¬ 
vision and support provided to achieve these standards as the inspectors observed ‘Pupils of all 
ages make very good progress and achieve particularly high standards in public examinations 
at keys stage 4 and post-16'. Head Emma Taylor said: ‘We know that academic results open 
doors, so we are committed to helping every individual maximise their achievement in this area. 

The 2010/11 Upper Sixth continued the run of outstanding A level results with 18% of all A 
level grades achieving the challenging A* top grade. These A level results were amongst some 
of the best ever seen here with 77% of all grades achieving the top A*-B grade. The GCSE 
results were equally impressive with the best ever haul of top A* grades at the school as one in 
three of all entries was awarded the A* grade. This is the second year in succession at the col¬ 
lege when more than 50% of all grades have been at A or A* level. It’s no surprise therefore 
that Estyn observed that ‘pupils are extremely well motivated, show high levels of self-disci¬ 
pline and are very effective independent learners.' 

One feature that was particularly pleasing to the school was the observation that Christ 
College's ‘extensive and enriching extra-curricular activities programme contributes signifi¬ 
cantly to pupils' personal and social development and their academic progress'. This acknowl¬ 
edges that we teach well beyond and around the narrow requirements of examinations, and 
believe that education takes place everywhere a pupil goes and not just in the classroom. The 
high pupil participation rates in the DofE Award Scheme, the extremely popular Combined 


Cadet Force (CCF) and our pupils’ successes in the sporting, music and drama arenas are evi¬ 
dence of this. 

To register for our Open Events, please contact Mrs Stephens on 01874 615440 or via 
admissions @ christcollegebrecon.com. 
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The Ghost Train ‘leaves’ Bridgend for Barry and... 

PASSENGERS WERE LEFT STRANDED! 


A BARRY engineer says he’s con¬ 
cerned that Arriva Trains Wales is 
running ‘Ghost Trains’ - after he 
and a number of people were left 
stranded late one night at Bridgend 
Station. 

In what could have been a scene from a John 
Carpenter Halloween movie, the small band of 
travellers appeared to be forgotten on December 
21 as the clocked ticked towards 11pm - while the 
company said the train was on the line, but had set 
off nine minutes late from Bridgend! 

Mr Larry Cody, a senior engineer who works 
in Pencoed and lives in Barry, was waiting on the 
platform for the final train back to his home town. 
It was scheduled to leave at 22.42. 

Mr Cody told The GEM: “Everything seemed 
fine as the departure board ticked down the min¬ 
utes, informing the waiting passengers that the 
train would be leaving on time. 

“At 22.45, no train had arrived and the informa¬ 
tion board changed to show a message suggesting 
we should contact National Rail enquiries. 


TIM CHAPMAN on the mystery of the missing 22.42 


“This we did and a very nice gentleman with an 
apparent Indian accent said that the train would be 
nine minutes late. 

“Not the end of the world you may think, but 
guess what? By 11 pm there was still no train. 
Another passenger tried to contact Arriva, but 
there was no answer. Of course, there were no 
Arriva staff at the station, either.” 

The last thing anyone wants on a dark, cold 
winter’s night, just before Christmas, is to be left 
abandoned at a train station with no idea whether 
the service is going to arrive - and that’s when 
there was a mysterious turn of events. 

PREDICAMENT 

Mr Cody explained: “Matters then started to 
turn a bit spooky as my wife rang my mobile 
phone to say that according to the Arriva website, 
the train had left Bridgend nine minutes late and 
was now speeding its way to Llantwit Major! 

“Now unless this train had floated in and out of 
the station with no engine or lights, which would 


I'fhe Hair Studio' 


NEW YEAR OFFER! 


2 for 1 on Colours 
For you and a friend!!! 

Attend together and the cheapest 
colour goes free!!!! 

Offer ends February 2012 
Cut & Blow dry not included in offer. 
Terms & conditions apply. 

For further information 

Tel. 01446 795580 

or call in at 

The Hair Studio, Commercial Street, 
Llantwit Major CF61 1RB 
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New Year honours 


A number of people 
in the Vale and 
Bridgend areas have 
been recognised in 
the New Year’s 
Honours List. 

Mr Jonathan Jones 
from Penarth, who is the 
director of tourism and 
marketing with the 
Welsh Government, 
received a CBE. 

Winston James 
Griffiths from Bridgend, 
the chair of Abertawe 
Bro Morgannwg 

University Health Board 
is honoured with an 
OBE for services to the 


NHS in Wales. 

Neil Robinson from 
Bridgend, who is a 
national sports coach 
with the Paralympics 
GB table tennis team, 
received an MBE for 
services to disabled 
sports. 

Graham Douglas 
Underdown from Barry 
also received an MBE - 
for services to charity. 

Edwina Mary White 
from Porthcawl has also 
been honoured with an 
MBE for services to 
counselling in south east 
Wales. 


□□□ TH€ Bareev 
s"o"T7“n"d music SHOP 
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BIG Selection of Quality Guitars 

§®% ® PP 

(SO Off Selected Guitars only • other selections with discounts of 40 ; & 30S| 
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Junior Classical Guitar '/«Sizo Outfit includes 
_jpGuitar, Gig Bag, Strap, Pitch Pipes & Spare String: 

Normal Price £49.99 OUR PRICE: £351 


HUGE selection of AV Leads 

HDMI Oilble % *j - chciipcst in the Viilc* 

We stock ALL Audio & AV Connectors and cable • leads made up 

267 Holton Road, Barry 

Weston Hill End of Holton Road - 01446 72271 1 


have been very unusual to say the least, as the 
trains Arriva use are normally so loud they would 
wake half the residents in the local cemetery, then 
we had just experienced Arriva’s latest offering to 
its customers - ‘The Ghost Train’. 

“Still having faith in the competency of Arriva, 
we expected a bus to appear at the station entrance 
but, alas, their dedication to customer service 
sadly overlooked this courtesy as well. 

“So unless my fellow passengers and I fancied 
sleeping rough on the station for the night, we 
decided the only course of action was to hire a 
mini bus at a cost of £60 to get us home to 
Llantwit, Rhoose and Barry. 

“I expect this was a bit less than the cost of 
diesel fuel that Arriva saved - unless, of course, 
ghost trains consume more fuel than the ones they 
normally use!” 

Although Mr Cody is now able to look back on 
the situation in a humorous way, he points out that 
there was a very serious side to the predicament 
faced by passengers. 

“Among those of us left stranded that night 
were three young ladies trying to get home to 
Llantwit Major. 

“They didn’t know one another and they could¬ 
n’t afford the taxi fare but luckily, the other pas¬ 
sengers ensured they got home safely by helping 
with their fares. 

“I wonder whether the individuals working for 
Arriva Trains even considered the consequences 
of their actions when they decided to cancel this 
last train back through the Vale and not bother to 
replace it with a replacement bus service.” 

STATISTICS 

Hitherto, Mr Cody has been a fan of Arriva’s 
service, which he has found very good in recent 
years. He even enjoyed a rail holiday round Wales 
in April using an ‘all Wales rover ticket’. 

But after the events of December 21, he had 
asked himself the question: “Could it be possible 
that the total disregard they show towards their 
customers is driven by a more cynical approach?” 

Mr Cody said: “The arrival times of trains at 
their final destination form part of the statistics 
provided to the UK Office of Rail Regulations, 
and the Welsh Government, in support of their 
case to retain the franchise they have been award¬ 
ed to run rail services in Wales. 

“Trains arriving within 10 minutes of their stat¬ 
ed scheduled time are not registered as late - 
could this be the reason that the ‘ghost train’ was 


only showing as nine minutes late on their web¬ 
site? 

“Is this a case of Arriva Trains placing greater 
importance on their statistics than the safety of 
their customers? 

“Strangely enough, when I asked Arriva for the 
arrival time of this train - real or ghostly - at its 
final destination of Cardiff, they failed to 
respond.” 

He has logged a complaint with Arriva. In the 
meantime, Mr Cody has also informed the 
Minister of Transport, Carl Sargeant, and the Vale 
AM, Jane Hutt, of the problems he and his fellow 
passengers experienced. 

INVESTIGATION 

The GEM put Mr Cody’s comments to Arriva 
Trains Wales, who said they wanted to apologize 
to the passengers who were unable to catch their 
advertised Bridgend to Barry service on the night 
of December 21. 

The company explained that the service was 
replaced by a bus, due to Network Rail engineer¬ 
ing work. 

It stated that posters were on display at all the 
stations affected, but due to an error with the way 
details were put into the information system, the 
train was shown as running on electronic displays. 

An Arriva Trains Wales spokesman insisted: 

“Arriva Trains Wales and Network Rail take the 
problem caused to our passengers very seriously 
and therefore, we are currently investigating with 
Network Rail to ensure this type of error does not 
happen again.” 

The spokesman added: “ Responding to cus¬ 
tomer feedback is extremely important to us. 

“We have acknowledged Mr Cody’s complaint 
and will provide him with a full detailed response 
once the investigation has been completed.” 


K9 Leaders 

Dog Training and Behavioural Services 


• Destructive behaviour 

• Separation anxiety 

• Lead pulling 

• Excessive barking 

Also offering: 

• Puppy/Obedience training 
...and any other guidance 

Nathan Beaver nathan@k91eaders.com 
07837 394348 - 01446 772070 



RUSTIC OAK 
RANGE 


sale 

now on 


NCW 1/2 PRICE 



COM 


EDDERSHAWS 


HADRRD ROAD l EC* WITH 
CARDIN Cfll 8AQ 
TEL 02920 229070 


PHOENIX WAY, l AX ESC* SHOPPING 
PARK. SWANSEA SA 7 9€H 
TR. 01791 774400 
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FORTUNA Glass Table SOUTH BURY Haitiwood VILLAGE Solid Oak Table I. I 

& 6 Chairs Now only £469 Table & 6 Chairs only £595 & 4 Chairs now only £279 B Upnolstered Chairs only £5491 


SALE STARTS THURSDAY 5TH JANUARY AT 10AM 


AS BRIDGEND S PREMIER INDEPENDENT BED SPECIALIST, WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER OVER 200 BEOS. BEDSTEADS AND 
MATTRESSES AT MASSIVELY REDUCED PRICES - YOU'LL BE AMAZED AT THE SELECTION . QUALITY AND LOW. LOW PRICES ' 


rm Sogle drar*e* divans from onf> £195 
An & 4tt 6ms drawer divans 
• trom only £239 

-i,_ _ 1 Bedsteads 

~ , Reduced 

11 from onty £129 

Hundreds of beds in stoo* lar mmedato delrver. 



4 Free 
Drawers 
on all 
Harrison 
& 

Kaymed 

beds 


*2gV. ^ai.ty 
ViAAttWJr; mattresses 


Our best ever 
range of 


from only £691! 



OPEN SUNDAYS 10am - 3.30pm 



Swivel fAaoual. Elec#tc, Lf! & Rise Redineva 
in teux and leather»Pocss trom only C19S 11 


Motion intelligent bod® 
©Joctncal remote 
control beds 
trom only 

£489!! 

Frco 
delivery 
and 
set up 1 ! 



^ Fabulous 

\ choioe 

NEW STOCK i 

RELEASED! fireside 
■ ^ chairs 

1 from 

l^T 1 on| v 

1 \ 1 £229 



SALE STARTS THURSDAY 5TH JANUARY AT 10AM 






Free standng bedroom canoe* fo dear - 
pine, ash, cream - fabulous clearance deals*! 


Siding Docf 
Wardrobes from only £345!! 
Free delivery and assembly 




10 bedroom 
furniture ranges 
reduced 
to clear 


LESS 
THAN 
HALF 
PRICE!! 



Somerset 
and 
Dorset 
Pine- 
Fabulous 
value. 
Stocks 
priced to 
clear!! 


TOWN & COUNTRY FURNITURE 

BRIDGEND TOWN CENTRE /HI 656) 

OPP. WILKINSONS (EASY PARKING) 

SAT NAV US - CF31 1BZ 653147 
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Out and About with The GEM 


The GEM and Ferris Entertainment offer 
a unique opportunity to local performers! 

Win a scholarship 
for screen acting 
masterclasses! 


GEM/Ferris Entertainment Voucher 

valid for 

FREE MASTERCLASS 

Your chance to learn from world class tutors 
in Screen-acting and Dance 
JANUARY 14th from 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm at 
The Kymin, Beach Road, Penarth Sea Front 

Participants must be 12 years of age or over. 


ABOVE: Take this voucher along to the GEM/Ferris Entertainment 
free masterclass for the chance to win a term’s free tuition. 


FOLLOWING the 
great success over 
the last five years of 
the GEM/Ferris 
Entertainment 
Scholarship, anoth¬ 
er lucky GEM read¬ 
er will he given the 
chance of a free 
term of tuition 
worth £380. 

It is your chance to 
not only learn how to 
act for camera and 
screen, but also to 
appear in a film. 

This is not only the 
fifth anniversary of the 
successful GEM/Ferris 
Entertainment 
Scholarship, it is also 
the 10th anniversary of 
Peter Ferris opening the 
first ever screen acting 
classes in Wales. 

Peter has taught for 
more than 25 years 
throughout the UK and 
London and past pupils 
include famous faces, 
including Russell 
Brand, Martine 
McCutcheon and Louise 
Rednapp. 

Peter Ferris and 
Ferris Entertainment 
have even been asked to 
teach screen acting and 



PETER FERRIS. 


produce films in Los 
Angeles which will 
begin in 2012. 

Peter’s masterclasses 
have made a number of 
films - including 
‘Audition for a Vampire’ 
, ‘Cold Blood’ and 
‘Delusions and Dreams 
- which have appeared 
as premieres at film fes¬ 
tivals, including the 
prestigious one at 
Cannes. 

To win a free scholar¬ 
ship worth £380 and to 
attend the January, 
February, March and 
April Welsh master¬ 
classes, and to appear 
in four films, please 
bring along the voucher 
from this week’s GEM to 


the free three-hour mas¬ 
terclass. 

It will held on 
Saturday, January 14, 
from 2pm -5pm at The 
Kymin, Beach Road, 
Penarth Sea Front. 

This offer is open to 
anyone aged from 12 
years old to adults. 

No previous experi¬ 
ence is required 
Peter explained: 
“Whether you are 
young with stars in your 
eyes, or an adult cur¬ 
rently considering 
retraining, this is a 
unique opportunity to 
begin a career in the 
film and TV industry. 

“I designed the 
course to explain the 
exact requirements of 
many areas of the 
industry and to allow 
students to attain the 
standard of profession¬ 
alism and technique to 
appear in a film. ” 

For further informa¬ 
tion, visit www.ferrisen- 
tertainment.com or call 
08454 724 725. 


Ferris Entertainment 

Academy of Performing Arts 

Acting Agency FEA Management 

Screen Acting, Audition Techniques 

Prepare for the profession or 
justforfun\ 


Come along 
and make films! 

3rd weekend of every month - 
Saturday’s and Sunday’s 
11am - 3pm 

starting Feb 18th and 19th 2012 
at Stanwell Hall, 

Victoria Park, Penarth. 


We are proud of our standards 
and reputation 

To book coll 08454 724 725 

E-Mail: info@ferrisentertainment.com 

www.ferrisentertainment.com 


Toy and train sale 


Dansette group 
entertains for 
Eisteddfod fund 


ON Saturday, 
December 17, local 
band Dansette 
helped to celebrate 
Christmas and 
raise funds for the 
National Eisteddfod 
by playing 
Christmas carols in 
the Llantwit Major 
area. 

The band started at 
Filco in the afteroon, 
and then went on a whis¬ 
tle stop tour of the town, 
visiting The B overton 


Castle, The Blacksmiths, 
The Swan, Old White 
Hart, Illtuds 216, 

King’s Head, Jaipur 
Indian Restuarant and 
the White Lion. 

They collected £303 
towards the National 
Eisteddfod appeal fund. 

The local appeal 
group would like to 
thank all of the business¬ 
es and their customers 
for their cooperation and 
support for the event and 
wish them all a very 
happy 2012. 

Ros Lewis 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D702. 

• £2,000: 399063. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £500, was 
not won this week. 

• £10: 4 9 7 3 9 9, 
491825, 951825, 520577, 
610062, 530626, 386501, 
104685, 805424, 258730, 
825006, 804305, 767372, 
160473, 673433, 400359, 
306650, 462657, 944964, 
322395. 

• £5: 631961,568673, 
118146, 200946, 309244, 
247323, 765868, 518282, 
214408, 794541, 473459, 
504615, 325354, 451862, 


193568, 131635, 609134, 
165258, 901674, 435236, 
887600, 217339, 517036, 
685407, 711240, 136727, 
402511, 246110, 384511, 
269589, 272013, 818547, 
405112, 331941, 516467, 
670207, 885258, 462615, 
298644, 219028, 

294018, 464039, 800138, 
226888, 503044, 683685, 
826272, 698667, 424436, 
646255, 352141, 479558, 
581498, 138579, 425253, 
250513, 528025, 

964987, 488719, 130376. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


PACT MEETINGS 


ST AUGUSTINE’S 
PACT, 6.30pm on 
Monday, January 9, at 
the Windsor Public 
House, Windsor Road, 


THE new year 
kicks off for Chris 
Dyer Fairs on 
Saturday, January 
7 - at Penarth 
Leisure Centre, 
which is easily 
accessed near 
Cogan Railway 
Station. 

Organiser Chris Dyer 
said: “The transport 
links and easy location 
have all helped to put 
the area near the top of 
the Toy & Train Sale 


league in a very short 
time and some of the 
top dealers in the UK 
now attend this show. 

“We pride ourselves 
in having something for 
everyone, from the 
humble new and small 
item to something very 
rare and from a bygone 
age.” 

Low admission 
charges have also 
helped to keep the event 
popular, even in such 
difficult times and the 
emphasis, as always, is 
on value for money. 


Penarth. 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
PACT on January 10, in 
Llantwit Major Leisure 
Centre at 7pm 
COURT PACT at 
7pm on January 12, at 
Ilminster Scout Hall, 
Ilminster Street, Barry 
PACT meeting 8pm, 
January 12, at Jubilee 
Hall, Smithies Avenue, 
Sully 

COWBRIDGE PACT 
on January 16, in the 
Fire Station, Druids 
Green at 7pm 
CORNERSWELL 
PACT at 7pm on 
January 19, at Penarth 
Leisure Centre. 

DINAS POWYS PACT 
public meeting at 7pm 
on January 23, at St 
Marys Church, Edith 
Road. 


Art exhibition with 
a new angle on 
the concept of light 


AN exhbition exploring the 
concept of light has been 
wowing visitors at Barry’s Art 
Central Gallery. 

The Vale of Glamorgan Artists’ 
Association (Voga) has explored the 
topic across a range of media; from 
paint to print drawing, sculpture and 
ceramics. 

The group of around 20 artists 
have delved into their imaginations to 
provide around 90 pieces on the 
theme of light. These new works look 
at the interpretations of light through 
painting, sculpture and other media, 
combined with a range of genre, from 
figuration to abstraction, from mod¬ 
ernism to post modernism. 

Vale Council arts development 
officer Tracey Harding said: “The 
whole concept of light is paramount 
to any form of artistic endeavour and 
will inevitably encompass many dif¬ 
ferent forms of interpretation. As a 
group of artists who do not adhere to 
a particular manifesto, the range of 
possibility is without boundary.” 


Work from artists such as Alan 
Salisbury, Karen Hughes and Eileen 
Allen are on display in this exhibi¬ 
tion, which runs at the gallery in King 
Square until January 14. 

Artist and former University of 
Glamorgan lecturer, Alan Salisbury 
has produced a series of pieces, 
including a bronze sculpture, in the 
style of old masters from the 15 th to 
the 17th century, but with a twist. For 
example, Still Life with Reference to 
Fruit and Flowers, echoes the work of 
17th Century German painter Isaak 
Soreau, but artist Salisbury has added 
real flies. 

Former art teacher, Eve Hart, is 
exhibiting paintings which she creat¬ 
ed to help overcome the death of her 
husband, Bob, also an art teacher. She 
said: “I call these pictures 
‘Mindscapes’. I feel they are helping 
me to cope with loss and move for¬ 
ward ‘into light’.” 

Light is open from Tuesday to 
Saturday, 10am to 4pm. Admission is 
free. For information visit www.vale- 
ofglamorgan. gov. uk/enjoying/arts. 


WHAT’S 

ON 

in brief 


Dyspraxia 
THE next meeting 
of the Vale 
Dyspraxia Support 
Group will be held 
on Monday, 

January 9 at 
7:30pm in the Civic 
Offices, Holton 
Road, Barry. 

The group supports 
children and young peo¬ 
ple with dyspraxia (as 
well as related condi¬ 
tions such as dyslexia, 
ADHD, Asperger's 
Syndrome, OCD, 

Tourettes) and their par¬ 
ents and carers by pro¬ 
viding advice and infor¬ 
mation as well as an 
opportunity to exchange 
experiences. 

The group operates a 
24-hour help and advice 
line on 

01446 738945, and a 
website; 
www.vdsg.org.uk, as 
well as social activities 
and a laptop loan pro¬ 
gramme. 

ROADWORKS 

Temporary traffic 
control at 

Port Road East and 
Broad Street, Barry. 


Get fit this month 
with Strictly fun 
dance classes... 


Strictly Come Dancing 
classes are on offer 
with Steve and Lynne, 
the undefeated Welsh 
Open Latin American 
champions, who have 
represented Wales in 
Belgium, New 
Zealand, Italy and 
Spain. You will have a 
ball! 

Steve and Lynne have 
been teaching in Cardiff, 
Penarth and Barry for 
eight years and love 
every minute! 

They are IDTA profes¬ 
sionally qualified teach¬ 
ers. 

Their classes are 
great fun, very vibrant, 
and burn up loads of 
calories - so you lose 
weight and get fit. 
Everyone learns a new 
skill too. 

Steve said: Come 
along and give it a go - 


bring friends as well - 
our classes are tailor- 
made for beginners, and 
even for people with two 
left feet! We have pupils 
of all ages. 

“All former pupils are 
most welcome at begin¬ 
ners and intermediate 
level, and there’s no 
need to book. Just pay 
as you go. There’s noth¬ 
ing to pay in advance, 
and no registration fee. ” 

Lynne added: “If peo¬ 
ple want more informa¬ 
tion, they can check out 
our new web-site 
www. salsachacha. com 
and the advertisement 
below, for our new class¬ 
es starting in January. 

“So it’s up to you - 
drag yourself away from 
the telly - get some exer¬ 
cise, keep fit, and join 
in with us all!” 


« NEXT GREAT SHOW... 

CARDIFF TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SATURDAY, 7th JANUARY, 2012 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Penarth Leisure Centre, Andrew Road, 
Cogan, Penarth, Cardiff CF64 2NS 
Travel by Train - Cogan Station next to Venue! 
BUY ★ ★ SELL ★ ★ EXCHANGE 

Many top dealers in Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, EFE, 
Lledo, Britains, Hornby Trains, Bachmann, Lima, etc 
and much, much more - 90 plus Tables, 

Admission £1.65 - Child/OAP £1.25 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 
E-Mail: dyer@minehead46.freeserve.co.uk 
Website: chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 

Promoted by Chris Dyer, Minehead, Somerset, UK 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 




Dance! Dance!! Dance!!! 

Come dancing with Steve and Lynne 
at their NEW BEGINNERS CLASSES in 
SALSA/JIVE/CHA-CHA/PASO COBLE at: 

HIGHLIGHT PARK 
COMMUNITY CENTRE, BARRY, 
(behind Tesco’s), every THURSDAY. 
starting JANUARY 12th between 
8 & 9pm (Intermediate 9-10pm) 

LOWER PENARTH 
COMMUNITY CENTRE, Brockhill 
Way, (opp Spar), PENARTH every 
MONDAY, starting JANUARY 9th. 

8 - 9pm (Intermediate 9-10pm) 

Just come along and bring friends to our very 
VIBRANT classes!! Former pupils very wel¬ 
come. Check Web for more information 

www.salsachacha.com 

Only £5.00 - Students £4.00 

Tel 02920 758708 or 07866 551346 

Great fun & exercise for a fiver!! Get fit fast! 
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First Minister sees start 
of work on Ty Hafan pool 



Carwyn Jones and Ray Hurcombe 
with Claire West and her mum, 
Michelle, from Abertillery. 


TY HAFAN chil¬ 
dren’s hospice at 
Sully had a festive 
visit from First 
Minister Carwyn 
Jones and AM 
Vaughan Gething 
for the start of 
work on a new 
hydrotherapy pool. 

The First Minister 
‘cut the turf’ to formally 
start the building 
process and also joined 
in Ty Hafan’s festivities. 

The £450,000 
hydrotherapy pool, has 
been funded by dona¬ 
tions from groups and 
organisations. Chief 
executive Ray 
Hurcombe explained: 
“With an increase in the 
number of families 
being referred to Ty 
Hafan, it has become 
important to upgrade 


this much-used facility. 

“On behalf of all the 
children, young people 
and families who use Ty 
Hafan’s services, I 
would like to thank both 
organisations and indi¬ 
viduals who have 
worked so hard to help 
raise the funds to make 
this happen.” 

During his visit, the 
First Minister also 
enjoyed a performance 
of Ty Hafan’s annual 
pantomime, titled ‘The 
School Nativity Play’, 
performed by staff 
members. He also 
helped Father Christmas 
hand out presents to 
children. 

Mr Jones, the AM for 
Bridgend, said: “The 
services provided here 
at Ty Hafan are invalu¬ 
able, not only to the 
children, but the whole 



Pictured are: First Minister Carwyn Jones; 
chief executive ofTy Hafan, Ray Hurcombe; 
and the chairman of Ty Hafan, Mervyn Ham. 

family, providing help 
and support at what can 
be a very difficult time. 

“The staff work tire¬ 
lessly to create a com¬ 
fortable environment for 
children and young peo¬ 
ple. I’d like to congratu¬ 
late them on their hard 
work and dedication 
which has seen them 
support over 400 fami¬ 
lies since Ty Hafan was 
established in 1999,” 
he added. 


Valeways 

walks 

FRIDAY, January 6 at 
10.30am: Golden 

Stairs and Roman 
Ruins; meet at Bridge 
Cafe, The Knap, Barry. 

Sunday, January 8 
at 2.30pm: Downs and 
woodland, meet at top 
of Culverhouse Cross 
hill (ST 108745). 




~ Traditional dining ~ 
with a contemporary twist 

We look forward to welcoming you 
in the new year. 

Come along and experience our new choice of 
menus for both lunchtime & evening dining. 

Our head chef has a London restaurant back¬ 
ground, working in both Michelin and Rosette 
standard establishments. He along with his second 
chef have devised a menu integrating modern 
British cuisine with innovative twists on popular 
British classics, at a very affordable price. 

Enjoy our unbeatable Sunday carvery service, with 
choice of meats and fresh seasonal vegetables to 
help yourself to. 

We at the Dining Room want to create an afford¬ 
able dining experience, offering the best service 
and the highest standards of food possible. 

2 Course Lunchtime Dining £10.00 
2 Course Evening Dining £14.00 

New A la Carte Menu available 

Visit the Website for our new menus and latest updates: 
www.thediningroombarry.co.uk 

1-8 Station Approach Road, Barry Island CF62 5TH 

Tel. 01446 749355 


BIGGEST SALE EVER!!! 


Town fix Country Dedrooms Winter Sale 
No. 1 in South Wales for: Starts Now!!! 



k I*® 


4 


Town fi* Country Bedrooms 
DESIGN MAHUFACTUK HnSTALL 


i 


Telephone 

0165© 

_ __ 

Unit 1 North Port Western Avenue. Bndpond IncKrstnel Estate GF31 at 

.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uli 01656 657526 


BIGGEST SALE EVER!!! 
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DFS Llantrisant 

Grand Opening 


4 years interest free credit with nothing 




REPRESENTATIVE 


4 years interest 
Q free credit with 
A PR nothing to pay 
for the first year 



PLs (K f/W/ 
10 lgnArAftk* ort sofa 

to H 0^*yewd»dbE»*tr^Mtnet VenNr nty 

wart tmciard* C»«r, **»> *P» u*»p*c*t topt Vyr «r>r*6vir> v* XI*'**Wf- 

*“* MTirxr'r >»*«*>• • *«»(400 IP) <4X4 ♦ «'VnOT.riC^S T**H| IIJ 

4f Mrt nt>4r<rt ^iH»4>ByWII Vr*, — >*rrtw^p Croatac 3N% *4* 
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£1295 

VAr &J*MS AfWt c*mt p*ce 113VS 


SAVE £100 



Las 4' cWjS 4-T0 SAV2/ AoJc 

art mrvvj 

>\p 

Sal 

1 e 


Even at Sale time 

tjo« op\- <\ll 4 kis... 

• 1,2,3 <x 4 years interest free credit 
with no deposit on everything in store 

• FREE 10 year guarantee on every sofa 

• Exclusive designer sofas 

• Everythng e handmade to order 

• Over 40 years' experience of belong 
people find then perfect sofa 

• 3 UK factories 


to pay for the first year. 




>fabed 


Half \ >yujc 

£499 

After mK price tWB 


SAVE £499 


think sofas, think 

Llantrisant, 01443 449593 

Glamorgan Vale Retail Park. CF72 8RP 

Ppavwif orate PWso Ni 'Avr. - W Vr" (,frr\\g% I Ifn ip m 


Save Time - Order Direct at www.dfs.co.uk or call Free on 0800 110 5000 94 hours a day 7days a week 
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Fonmon pond 
goose is now 
safe and well! 


* * 


RIGHT: 
Fonmon resident 
Denise Cooper\ 
who reported the 
arrival of the 
goose, with the 
bird at Fonmon 
Pond. 



Festive bookings 
were ‘best-ever’ 
at the Vale Hotel 


PC Mark Goulding and Dr Rhys Jones 
with the Muskovy Duck that will 
feature in the TV programme. 


/ / / / £/ '//&$ 


ARPETS 

SALE 

NOW ON 

CARPETS from £3.99 sq m 
£3.34 sq yd 
VINYL from£5.99 sq m 

£5.03 sq yd 
ALL RUGS 50% OFF 

® 25 Broad Street Parade, Barry p 


Tel: (01446) 740235 


GEM readers may 
remember that early 
last month we 
recounted how a 
goose had appeared 
on Fonmon Pond and 
was now trapped 
there. 

Local residents were 
concerned that it might 
have been ‘dumped’ by 
an owner who had lost 
interest in it. 

However, The GEM 
has now been contacted 
by the South Wales 
Police Wildlife Officer, 
PC Mark Goulding, who 
has reported that it is 
now safe and well and 
back with its owner. 

He said: “The goose 
was taken away and we 
wanted to see where it 
had been taken. We are 
now satisfied that the 
goose is back with its 
owner. 

“It was young, and 
was due to have its 
wings clipped, but flew 
away just before this 
could happen. 

“It had been missing 
for about three weeks 
before it was found, and 
it was on Fonmon Pond 
for the last week or so.” 

The GEM also report¬ 
ed that a Muscovy Duck 
had also found its way to 
Fonmon Pond, and he 
said that this duck will 


be on TV this month. 

He said that the 
Muscovy Duck had 
flown in and it was 
decided that it was a 
suitable subject for Dr 
Rhys Jones’ TV pro¬ 
gramme, Rhys to the 
Rescue. 

PC Goulding said: 
“This duck turns out to 
like wandering. After 
Rhys took it to a suitable 
home, it flew away 
again to the next door 
pond because it pre¬ 
ferred it!” 

Nevertheless, the 
duck is to get its 
moment on TV, and a 
new series of Rhys to the 
Rescue starts on BBC 
Wales this month. 



at 

Hensol: 
‘rushed 
off their 
feet’. 


History lecture 

THE next meeting of 
Dinas Powys Local 
History Society will be 
held on January 10 at 
7.30pm in Kynance 
Hall, with an illus¬ 
trated lecture by Jean 
Kember on ‘The Gentry 
Houses of Gelligaer and 
their inhabitants ’. 

An administration 
fee of £2 for non-mem¬ 
bers and £1.50 for 
members will be 
charged. 

All are welcome. 
Enquiries to Jeff Childs 
on 029 2051 3615. 


THE Vale Resort at 
Hensol has reported 
its busiest 
Christmas ever - 
with “bumper cor¬ 
porate bookings 
taken for Christmas 
parties and New 
Year’s Eve”. 

There was a total of 
4,900 Christmas party 
bookings at the Vale, 10 
per cent up on the same 
period last year, with 
each one of its 14 
Christmas party nights 
fully booked or near 
capacity. 

New Year saw the 
hotel fully booked, with 
300 people attending the 
special New Year gala 
dinner and show, includ¬ 
ing a five-course dinner, 
live entertainment from 
the acclaimed John 
Oliver Band, disco, rev¬ 
ellers breakfast just after 
midnight overnight 
accommodation and 
brunch the following 
day. 

Stephanie Metson, 
marketing manager at 
the Vale Resort, said: 

“We were rushed off at 
our feet at Christmas and last year. This indicates 
it looks as if New Year that while companies 

is going to be more of wanted to celebrate 


the same, which is an 
extremely encouraging 
sign, especially in these 
difficult economic times. 

“It seems that our mix 
of offerings for the 
Christmas party season, 
which included every¬ 
thing from a big band 
experience and comedy 
show to the more tradi¬ 
tional tribute nights and 
essential parties, struck 
the right note by offering 
something for everyone. 

“As well as couples 
and groups of friends, 
we were also booked by 
big corporates who 
wanted to put on some¬ 
thing special for their 
office party. 

“While there is still a 
great deal of conser¬ 
vatism in the business 
market place in south 
Wales, it seems that 
companies wanted to 
take the opportunity to 
thank their staff, enjoy 
the festive period and 
effectively put their trou¬ 
bles on the back burner 
for the time being. 

“However, having 
said that, it was notice¬ 
able that the spend per 
head didn’t improve on 


Christmas - they did not 
let go of the purse 
strings altogether and 
were still a little cau¬ 
tious.” 

The successful 
Christmas run at the 
Vale Resort comes hot 
on the heels of the resort 
having its Gold Award 
renewed by Visit Wales 
for the third year in a 
row. 

Visit Wales first gave 
The Vale a Gold Award 
in 2009, as recognition 
of its outstanding quali¬ 
ty, exceptional comfort 
and hospitality. 

Stephen Leeke, man¬ 
aging director of the 
Vale Resort, said: “We 
are absolutely delighted 
to be awarded a Gold 
Award by Visit Wales for 
the third time - and it is 
great testament to the 
hard work of the team, 
who always go the extra 
mile to make sure guests 
receive a high quality 
customer experience. 

“Too often large 
hotels do not put enough 
emphasis on the all- 
important personal serv¬ 
ice - we want guests to 
have a great experience 
that is custom-made for 
them as individuals. ” 



SALE 


fantastic reductions 
off EVERYTHING 

at prices lower 
than ever 






George Street Furnishers 


FURNITURE • CARPETS 

NEWPORT 01633 21 42 41 


BEDS • TV & Hi-F 

CAROIFF 02920 49 27 27 
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PRIORITIES FOR A 
CHALLENGING YEAR 


T HIS is a great opportu¬ 
nity to wish GEM read¬ 
ers a happy and success¬ 
ful New Year. 

It is interesting to note that 
many predictions are made at 
this time of year about the 12 
months ahead; on the lighter 
side - from astrologers in 
daily newspapers or Old 
Moore’s Almanac and then to 
the more serious, established 
economists, business and 
political leaders. 

Focussing on the more seri¬ 
ous predictions, it is obvious 
that 2012 will be an extremely 
challenging year for the nation 
financially. 

Our economic development 
over the short term will 
depend on the success of the 
Eurozone area in resolving its 
debt and economic difficulties. 
It accounts for 60 per cent of 
our exports. 

While other EU nations are 
facing a review of their credit 
ratings, the UK had its AAA 
rating confirmed. We are still 
paying almost £120m per day 
in interest on the nation’s debt 
- and that is without reducing 
the country’s borrowing in any 
way - but at least international 
authorities accept that we are 
on the right track. 

FUEL PRICES 
The start of a new year pro¬ 
vides us with an opportunity 
to look again at our priorities 
concerning economic matters. 

On a personal level, and 
focussing on one significant 
outlay, high fuel prices can 
^ ^pacHndividual^n^am^^ 
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Vale MP 

ALUN 

CAIRNS 

reports to 
GEM readers 


lies directly. 

This is particularly relevant 
to those of us who need to 
commute by car, or use oil to 
heat our homes. 

Fuel prices are largely the 
result of the high price of oil 
internationally and this 
inevitably leads to inflated 
costs on the forecourt. 

I know that the Government 
is aware that for many people, 
using their car is not a luxury 
but a necessity - particularly 
true for residents in the rural 
Vale. 


High petrol costs put a great 
strain on all of us and do little 
to help our economic recovery. 

Fuel duty was expected to 
increase by three pence in 
January and by five pence in 
August next year, as set out in 
the budgets of the last govern¬ 
ment. George Osborne has 
cancelled the January rise and 
limited the August increase to 
three pence. 

These measures mean taxes 
on fuel will now be a full 10 
pence lower than they would 
have been. 

However, I was particularly 
frustrated to discover that only 
last week the cost of petrol 
was a full lOp more per litre at 
the pumps in Morrisons in 
Barry than it was in Cardiff 
Bay on the same day! I will be 
raising the matter directly with 
the retailer. 

Families will save £144 on 
filling up the average car by 
the end of next year because 
of these changes. 

This is in addition to the 
Budget 2011 announcement to 
increase the tax on oil and gas 
producing companies, who are 
making unexpected profits on 
oil prices that are far higher 
than those they based their 
investment decisions on. 

I am optimistic about the 
future with legislative 
changes, the economic stimu¬ 
lus and our prospects ahead. 

Much remains to be done, 
and I believe the difficult deci¬ 
sions will be worth it over the 
long run. 


J 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

rm _ 01656 659274 
01446 439214 
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Former police inspector 
is jailed for 30 months 


A highly decorated Swansea. They found turned to drinking “vast” had many positive and 

police inspector who indecent images of chil- amounts of alcohol and beneficial effects on peo- 

HesrenrleH into the dren and Bold was jailed taking high dosages of pies lives. One of the 

world of Child for 28 months. But they medication until he negatives ! ~ ^ - : - 1 - 


that sick 
minded individuals like 
you four can get easily in 
touch and fuel and 


for 28 months. But they medication until 
also found worrying con- became “a walking zom- 
pornography, was versations he had had bie”. 
jailed for 30 months over the internet with He said Evans had 

at Swansea Crown several men using nick- been highly decorated enc e each other . s 

Court on December na “® s - ? nd commended for de _ ra it 

~~ Southwalescouple bravery beyond the call £ “ y ... 

23* . was identified as Evans, of duty” but lost touch You were responsible 

Geraint Lloyd Evans, w j 10 h ad wr itten: “Are with reality to the point men Wltb families but 
aged 48, was told that you interested in meeting where he did not recog- egged each other on to 
despite ms commenda- at m y f r i end ’ s house in nise the man who had commit sexual acts 
tions for bravery, he had Caerphilly?” written such disgusting against children. You 

failed a police officer s Bold, a chartered sur- messages. convinced yourselves 

most important duty. veyor, had replied: “Yes, Evans, he said, had that you were not alone 

Instead of ordering the j think it could be cool.” lost £100,000 by being in your warped desires 

arrests of Keith Bold, Evans: “I think we immediately sacked after towards young children. 

Leslie Asser and Wayne cou ld have a great time.” the chief constable of “What never came 
Barnes, Evans had joined Bold: wish we south Wales told him he int0 the equation was the 

*chenT(Sld W *e d ot£ C0U ! d have J, ome S' 0 ™® sho “ ld have - been pre : result that all this could 

ers to have sex with chil t0 W1 ‘^ru ^A u ventm ^ • c f ime not have had on the lives of 
ers to have sex with chil- Evans: That could be encouraging it. potential victims ” 

dren, although the court an option.” Huw Rees said Barnes yoar P otenti al victims 

accepted that none of Bold: “How?” had been badly burned in ^vans, said the judge 

them went on to do so. Evans: “My mate has 2001 in an explosion at had been in a P 0Sltl0n ot 
Evans has since been some pe rvy mates who Port Talbot steelworks S reat trust and public 
sacked. The others met cou i d oblige but only that had taken the life of office, 
up in internet chatrooms 0 nce they know you’re a colleague. His marriage “You were a man the 
where they shared their genuine.” ended and he became public ought to have 

“sick and disgusting” Asser, of Wilton Post interested in taboo sub- looked up to. I accept 

fantasies. Office, Ross on Wye, jects such as incest and you were an admirable 

Evans, Asser, aged 54 W as jailed for 30 months; bestiality. police officer who suf- 

and Barnes, aged 50, and Barnes, of Penyfra, Mark Hammett said fered injury on more than 

admitted encouraging Morriston, Swansea, for Asser, who had a previ- one occasion 

and inciting each other to 27 months. ous conviction for inde- “ But you j ailed in the 

have sex with children Bold, who is still serv- cently assaulting a child, most important aspect of 
under the age of 13. mg his original sentence, had unresolved prob- -A to nrot e Ct the 
Bold, aged 48, who is was jailed for an addi- lems”. vnWahlJ P 

currently in prison, had tional 18 months. Judge Paul Thomas 

denied that charge but All four were banned said he accepted that for several years, 

was convicted after a from working with chil- none of the defendants you lived a lie, clothed in 
trial. dren in the future and had gone on to put their the respectability of a 

Evans, then of Purdey ordered to register with fantasies into practice. police officer and pur- 
Close, Barry, but now of the police as sex offend- He added: “The porting to have moral 
Manor Drive, Bridgend, ers. advent of the internet has superiority over others.” 

also admitted possessing Evans’ barrister, Tim 
179 images of extreme Evans, said his life had 
pornography. gone downhill after he 

John Hipkin, prosecut- had been run over while 
ing, told Swansea Crown trying to arrest car 
Court that the offences thieves and then his 
came to light when police car had been 

police seized a computer rammed, 
from Bold’s home in He had become seri- 
Neath Abbey, near ously depressed and 


‘Partly correct over Welch’ 


D: 


R Jonathan Hicks 
(GEM letters, 

December 22) is partly 
correct regarding the spelling 
‘Welch’ in the Regimental title 
of the RWF - Royal Welch 
Fusilier. 

In the definitive history of the 
Regiment {That Astonishing 
Infantry - the History of the Royal 
Welch Fusiliers 1689-1989 by 
Michael Glover; publisher Leo 
Cooper, London: a comprehensive 
explanation appears on page 2 as 
follows: 

“Some points require explanation, 
not least the spelling of the 
Regiment’s title. In 1702, when the 


Welsh designation was granted, the 
spelling ‘ Welch ’ was common usage 
but was swept away during the 18th 
century by ‘Welsh ’. 

“The Regiment, however, stuck 
resolutely to the old spelling 
although it was not until 1920 that 
they persuaded the War Office to 
agree with them.” 

Similarly, there are at least four 
known spellings of ‘Fusilier’ which, 
for many years, seem to have been 
used indiscriminately. 

Christopher Short, 

Barry. 



//a/rcuto/ 
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A special New Year Offer 
to all clients, old and new 

10% OFF 

all Hair and beauty Treatments 
during January 2012. 

Just call us and book! 
Also, cut out this voucher 

and get 10% OFF 

during February. 

February offer only valid with 
voucher until 29/02/12 

Fontygary Leisure Park 

Tel: 01446 711929 


HABERDASHERS’ MONMOUTH SCHOOLS 


Preparing young people 
for life’s journey 

SET IN the beautiful Wye Valley, Monmouth 
School and Haberdashers’ Monmouth School 
for Girls offer the best of both worlds: the 
advantages of single-sex education with 
regular, joint activities for boys and girls, and 
a co-ordinated sixth form timetable, offering 
around 30 AS/A Level subjects. 

Haberdashers’ Monmouth School for Girls offers a 
nurturing environment totally geared up for girls aged 
11 to 18. HMSG and its prep school, Inglefield House, 
are filled with energy, happiness and a sense that girls 
can achieve extraordinary things with the support of 
staff and fellow pupils. The boarding community is at 
the heart of the school and a new Sixth Form boarding 
house will open in September 2012. 

Monmouth School knows how boys develop best. 
The School offers outstanding extra-curricular activities 
to allow boys to excel not just academically, but also in 
music, the arts, sport and adventurous pursuits. 

Its prep school, The Grange, has been rated in inde¬ 
pendent research as one of the best prep schools in 
Britain. From 2011, boys can now board from 9 and the 



School was voted Archant Best British Boarding School 
this year. 

Means-tested bursaries, up to 100% from age 7, 
open access to this first-class education. 

Entrance to the Schools is selective from 7 but great 
care is taken to assess children on a wide range of abil¬ 
ities and to look for potential. The Admissions 
Secretaries are happy to guide each family through the 
entrance procedure. 

For more information or to arrange a visit, please go 
to www.habs-monmouth.org or call Mrs Diane Jakes 
on 01600 710433 for Monmouth School, boys aged 7 to 
18, or Mrs Gloria Sheppard on 01600 711104 for 
Haberdashers’ Monmouth School for Girls aged 7 to 18. 
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT IN PENTRE MEURIG 
PROVIDES BOOST FOR CHILDREN’S CAUSE 


THE generous spirit of Christmas hovered 
over Pentre Meurig, near Cowbridge, recently 
when Chris and Pauline Lewis hosted a fund¬ 
raising supper for Ty Hafan at their home. 

Eighty guests were entertained by the Old 
Spice Barber Shop Quartet. An auction and 
raffle were conducted by local auctioneer John 
Morgan and Kay Arnold of Ty Hafan, and a 
total of £2,100 was raised for the charity. 

Local villagers followed that up with a 
‘trailer and carol singers’ night on December 
23, which raised another £250 for Ty Hafan. 








X C.S. Boxall is a family business 

J it! established since 1990 

Over 30 years experience in the plumbing and heating industry. 


CS Boxall can supply a same day service. 
Whatever you require, give us a call. 

PLUMBING & HEATING MATERIALS 
CALOR GAS BOTTLES 


TOOL & PLANT HIRE 




VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


For all your renewable energy 
requirements. Come and take a look 
at our working renewable energy 
centre and learn more about how to 
source energy for your home. 



[ 


Up to 7 years warranty on 
Worcester boilers, parts and labour 


Air to air heat pump 
Solar ground source 
heat pump 

Solar water heating panels 
Wood burners ... 
multi-fuel, bio mass, wood, 
Gasification systems. 


COUNTER SERVICE 


Serving both the commercial and domestic market. 
All work guaranteed - Finance Available. 



I Office 01446 772444 
Shop 01446 772292 
_ J www.csboxall.co.uk 

REGISTER 

Gas Safe Installers • * B* w #*ci 


FREE LOCAL CALOR GAS DELIVERY & FREE SAFETY CHECK 
39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 


’ti 

OPEN: 

8.00am 

1 5.00pm 

■ 




PUPILS GET A TASTE 
OF PARIS IN THE ‘FALL’ 



The group in Paris enjoyed visiting the Parisian 
Christmas markets and taking in the sights. 


JUST before 
Christmas, 40 
pupils from years 8 
to 11 at Barry 
Comprehensive, 
visited Paris with 
Mrs Thomas, Miss 
Jenkins and Mr 
Jones to experience 
the Parisian 
Christmas markets. 

After leaving Barry 
at midnight, the pupils 
spent an afternoon at 
the markets, where 
they tasted traditional 
French food and 
bought Christmas 
gifts. 

They later had a 
tour of Paris by night, 
taking in sights like the 
Arc de Triomphe and 
the Eiffel Tower. 


A highlight for 
many was the day at 
Euro Disney, where 
pupils rode rollercoast¬ 
ers, visited the haunted 
house and even saw 
snow fall during the 
special Christmas 
parade led by Mickey 
and Minnie Mouse. 

On the final day, the 
pupils went on a boat 
trip down the river 
Seine and spotted the 
famous landmarks of 
Paris, like the Eiffel 
Tower and Notre 
Dame Cathedral. 

The teachers would 
like to thank all of the 
pupils who participat¬ 
ed for their excellent 
behaviour. AC 



‘ Indiana’ Bradshaw in Adventureland. 
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& Training 


THE KINGS MONKTON 
RECIPE FOR SUCCESS 


I N an age where the 
trend is for schools to 
become ever larger 
and more impersonal, at 
Kings Monkton we have 
our own, distinctive recipe 
for success; some of the 
key ingredients are: 

A strong track record of 
academic achievement. 

It is, of course, essential 
that an education enables 
young people to secure the 
greatest possible success and 
fulfilment in academic areas. 

Kings Monkton is one of 
only a few schools in the area 
to be non-selective in its Sixth 
Form intake. 

We do not just cream off 
the most able; instead, we 
endeavour to give all who 
want to study A-levels the 
chance to do so and nurture 
those who need more support 
and encouragement. 

The results achieved, across 
the board, are of the highest 
standard and certainly show 
that we also stretch the 
brightest students. 

Valuing every individual: 

We endeavour to know each 
pupil well, so that parents 


and staff can work together 
to encourage and support 
them at every stage of their 
education whilst laying firm 
foundations for future life. 

This is so much easier to 
achieve, and more effective, 
in a smaller school such as 
Kings Monkton. 

We also believe that success 
can best be achieved when 
individuals are allowed to 
play to their strengths, rather 
than being forced into a 
mould. 

The caring and supportive 
atmosphere that pervades the 
school is its true hallmark. 

A sense of community: We 
believe in teaching the impor¬ 
tance of participating fully in 
the community and this 
begins with the school com¬ 
munity itself, where we 
believe in inclusivity, not 
exclusivity. 

We know from experience 
that it is possible to praise 
success and commitment 
without generating elitism. 

Accessibility: Kings 
Monkton’s city centre loca¬ 
tion means that the school is 
easy to reach. 

Our close proximity to key 


bus and rail transport links 
allows for greater levels of 
student independence in the 
senior years, while an exten¬ 
sive school bus network helps 
to free up pick-up or drop-off 
time for parents with children 
in the younger years. 

Above all, though, we want 
our pupils to be happy, as 
happiness breeds commit¬ 
ment and success. 

We believe that school 
should be enjoyable, as well 
as challenging. 

There is no better way to 
appreciate the very special 
atmosphere of Kings 
Monkton School than 
through an individual visit, 
when the school can be seen 
‘in action’. 

Families are most welcome 
to visit on any day that is con¬ 
venient to them. 

You can be assured of a 
very personal experience, 
since the Head of the Primary 
School, Linda Harmer, and 
the Principal, Nick Dorey, 
endeavour to make them¬ 
selves available for every 
tour. 



Kltig* Monkton School 
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PAULA MAKES HER 
DREAM JOB A REALITY! 


P aula Brown 
came to 
Pitman 

Training after she 
was made redun¬ 
dant from her job 
in a factory. 

Paula identified that 
she had little comput¬ 
er or office skills and 
believed that she 
would struggle to 
rebuild her career. 

After visiting 
Career Wales for 
advice, she success¬ 
fully applied for 
ReAct funding (a 
scheme set up by the 
Welsh Government, 
with support from the 
European Social Fund 
to help individuals 
who are newly-redun- 
dant). 

Paula had always 
had an interest in law, 
and dreamt of work¬ 
ing as a legal secre¬ 
tary. So she wanted 
to make the most of 


this opportunity and 
completed the Legal 
Secretarial Diploma. 

While at Pitman 
Training, Paula was 
offered some work 
experience within a 
law firm. 

They were suitably 
impressed and offered 
Paula a permanent 
secretarial position. 

Paula said: 

“Thanks to Pitman 
Training, I now have 
a whole new career. 

“I am extremely 
happy and excited for 
the future!” 

For further infor¬ 
mation, contact 
Pitman Training 
Cardiff on 029 2034 
2020, or Cardiff @pit¬ 
mantraining. net, 
www.pitman-train- 
ing.com. 


New Year, 
New You! 


Make your dream job 
a reality ~ pop into 
Pitman Training 
today! 

■ Finance Attestant 

■ f ««cutlv* PA 

■ Lcgal/Mcdlcal 
Secretary 

■ IT Technician 

■ Admin Assistant 

■ Book-Keeping 
and Sage 

Call today hh) a to pop^ 
in tor * caftn* und a chat 

029 2034 2020 

pftmarv-trainingcom 



IMPROVE YOUR PROSPECTS 
WITH CAREERS WALES 


I T’S that time of 
year again - 
when many of 
us decide to take a 
fresh look at life 
and make some 
resolutions about 
the future. 

If your resolution is 
about improving your 
career prospects, don’t 
forget about the free, 
impartial advice you 
can get from Careers 
Wales. 

You may be thinking 
about gaining new skills 
to land the job you 
want, or be better in the 
one you have. 

Careers Wales has 
free information about 
careers, courses and 
training, whatever your 
age. 

You can get informa¬ 
tion and advice about 
qualifications, opportu¬ 
nities to retrain, infor¬ 
mation about self 
employment, help with 
your CV, job application 
or interview technique. 

Whatever informa¬ 
tion you need, advisers 
will be able to help you 
plan your next step. 

If you’re facing 
redundancy, or have 


recently been made 
redundant, we can tell 
you about ReAct fund¬ 
ing which may be avail¬ 
able to help you retrain. 

Call our learning and 
careers advice helpline 


0800 100 900 (Tel 029 
2090 6801 if calling 
from a mobile) or email 
lea @ careerswales. com 
Lines are open 
between 9am-9pm 
Monday-Friday and 


9am-12 noon on 
Saturday. Advisers can 
also put you in touch 
with your local careers 
centre, if you wish to 
make an appointment. 



Roadworks Report 

TEMPORARY traffic control: 
Port Road East, Barry; Broad 
Street, Barry; Pentre Meyrick 
to Ruthin Road, near to Fferm 
Goch. 

Weavers’ 

workshop 

ON January 14 from 10am- 
4pm, the Glamorgan Guild of 
Weavers, Spinners and Dyers 
will hold a workshop with 


WHAT’S ON 

- in brief 

Doreen Barnaville on colour 
blending and fibre blending on 
carders, at The Scout Hall, 
Dinas Powys. 

For details, call Kirsten 
Gable on 01443 650336. 
Coffee morning 

THE Mayor of the Vale 


Council’s charity coffee morn¬ 
ing is being held at the 
Corporate Suite, Civic Office, 
Holton Road, Barry, on 
Tuesday, January 10 from 
10:30am to 12 noon. 

All proceeds will go to the 
Barry Ladies Choir. 
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Fincher’s Dragon Tattoo 
leaves an indelible mark 


O NE of the 
more sur¬ 
prising suc¬ 
cesses of European 
cinema in the last 
couple of years has 
been the 

Millennium trilogy, 
adapted from Stieg 
Larsson’s source 
material. 

Kicking off with The 
Girl With The Dragon 
Tattoo, it not only made 
waves at the cinema, but 
also turned lead actress 
Noomi Rapace into a 
Hollywood star, with 
roles in the Sherlock 
Holmes sequel and 
Ridley Scott’s eagerly 
awaited Prometheus. 

Like any foreign suc¬ 
cess, American cinema 
was bound to get its 
hands on the remake 
rights, and ... Dragon 
Tattoo now hits the big 
screen under the direc¬ 
tion of no less a talent 
than David Fincher. 

Daniel Craig plays 
Mikael Blomkvist, a dis¬ 
credited journalist who 
is hired to uncover the 


disappearance of a 
wealthy man’s niece in 
1966. Teaming up with 
Lisbeth Salander 
(Rooney Mara), an 
unconventional research 
assistant, the pair uncov¬ 
er a shadowy and sinis¬ 
ter trail where no mem¬ 
ber of the Vanger family 
is beyond suspicion... 

Having seen the origi¬ 
nal The Girl With The 
Dragon Tattoo only the 
night before, I went into 
the remake open-mind¬ 
ed, particularly given the 
stellar cast assembled 
both onscreen and off it 
- thankfully, it was a 
case of job done as the 
US remake is not only a 
taut, hard-boiled thriller 
(with a degree of emo¬ 
tion) but is also, dare I 
say it, actually a far 
more impressive outing 
than its Swedish progen¬ 
itor. 

While both adapta¬ 
tions cleave close to 
Stieg Larsson’s original 
novel, this Dragon takes 
its cues far more from 
the source material, and 
flows far more naturally 
and organically. 


You are thrust into the 
story a lot more quickly, 
while some of Larsson’s 
more idiosyncratic ele¬ 
ments are pared back to 
make the narrative a lit¬ 
tle less dense and easier 
to follow. 

Steve Zaillian’s expe¬ 
rience with dense adap¬ 
tations (he has 
Schindler’s List on his 
CV) pays dividends, the 
script concise and sharp 
yet never letting any of 
the plot details fall into 
the ether. 

It helps that such a 
director as David 
Fincher was willing to 
take on something so 
loved and recent and put 
his own particular slant 
on it. 

Fincher has always 
been a director whose 
unflinching portrayal of 
the human condition has 
made for some of cine¬ 
ma’s finest moments. 

The likes of Fight Club 
and Se7en didn’t shy 
away from the flip side 
of human nature, but it 
could easily be argued 
that the director has 
developed a tenderness 


Slimming 
World' 

tzuiuse.. 


MONDAY 

Barry 

4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, 

Junction of Court Road 
& Llanover Street 
Lorraine - 01446 
407002 

Rhoose - 6.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Celtic Way 
Helen-01446 750738 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue Methodist 
Church, Elfed Road 
Sarah - 07525 852288 

TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.45pm 

Market Street 
Social Club 

Upstairs Function Room 
Joanne-01446 404897 

Barry - 4.30pm 

St. Davids Methodist 
Church Hall, 

Winston Road 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Llantwit Major 
4.45 & 6.45pm 

The Old School 

Wine Street 

Helen-01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 

South Road 

Niki - 01446 740394 


WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Cardiff - 6.00pm 
All Welcome 
8.00pm MEN ONLY 

Rob - 07708 941279 
Copthorne Hotel, 
Culverhouse Cross, 
Cardiff 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne-01446 404897 

Cowbridge - 6.00pm 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
Aberthin Road 
Simone - 02920 599001 

Penarth 

9.30am & 11.45am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 

Penarth 

5.00pm & 7.00pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 



THURSDAY 

Cowbridge - 10.00am 

Cowbridge 
Rugby Club 
Diane- 02920 551206 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Highlight Park 
Community Centre, 
Barry 

Nia - 07793 885581 

Dinas Powys - 6.30pm 

The Cabin by swimming 
pool, Hebron Hall 
Sarah - 07525852288 

Barry - 10.15am 

St Helen’s Church Hall 
Wyndham Street 
Niki - 01446 740394 


0844 897 8000 
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in recent years, with 
both The Curious Case 
of Benjamin Button and 
The Social Network 
showing a hitherto 
unseen tenderness, par¬ 
ticularly in the case of 
the former. 

That isn’t to say 
Fincher has turned this 
into a romantic screw¬ 
ball comedy - far from 
it. When the film needs 
to get brutal, which - as 
fans of the novels or pre¬ 
vious film will attest - is 
on more than occasion, 
Fincher delivers. 
However, he tempers the 
violence with a degree 
of emotion that allows 
us to invest more heavily 
in the characters. 

Certainly the more 
graphic moments take on 
a coldness that brings to 
mind the works of John 
Doe in Se7en, but he 
gives the characters a 
shading that is all the 
more important in letting 
you see beyond their 
outer personas. 

The superb cast also 
plays its part in this, 
with the lead pairing of 
Daniel Craig and 
Rooney Mara both on 
excellent form. While 
Craig is now under a 
degree of 007 shadow, 
he is nothing less than 
believable as the dis¬ 
graced journalist whose 
pursuit of the truth has 
left him a broken man. 

The investigation of 
the girl’s disappearance 
is a chance, however 
metaphorical, of redeem¬ 
ing himself. 

This is easily of one 
of Craig’s finest turns, 
and his stoicism, shorn 
of dramatic heroics, 
grounds the film 
superbly. 

Rooney Mara is simi¬ 
lar tour de force as the 
titular girl, even - again, 
strike me down - eclips¬ 
ing Noomi Rapace’s out¬ 
ing, giving her Lisbeth 
far more of an emotional 
backbone and character. 

It also helps that she 
can flit between kick-ass 
heroine and emotionally 
conflicted girl with ease, 
the flintiness of the char¬ 
acter more rounded in 
Mara’s performance. For 
a resonably unknown 
actress, her turn is easily 
one of the finest of the 
year. 

The remaining mem¬ 
bers of the cast are all 
wonderful, with the likes 
of Stellan Skaarsgaard, 
Christopher Plummer 
(on particularly fine 
form and the cream of 
the supporting crop) and 
Robin Wright all filling 
out their roles with style, 
and giving the film a 
depth of quality that 
adds to the class of the 
finished product. 

If there are any com¬ 
plaints to be made (aside 
from the excellent, if 
rather too James Bond- 
esque opening credits) it 
only lies in Fincher and 
Zaillan’s slightly mis¬ 
judged conclusion. 

While the film plays 
out as written (and seen) 
it appears to be caught 
somewhere between 
leaving things open for 
the (likely predictable) 
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Steve does it again! 
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next outing and attempt¬ 
ing to resolve things sat¬ 
isfactorily. 

That quibble aside, 

The Girl With The 
Dragon Tattoo is an 
exceptional piece of 
film-making from one of 
the finest directors 
around today, and deliv¬ 
ers even more strongly 
than the Swedish take on 
the story. 

VERDICT: A bold 
remake pays off 
superbly well, as The 
Girl With The Dragon 
Tattoo manages to avoid 
impersonating the origi¬ 
nal and delivers in its 
own inimitable style, 
thanks to the direction of 
David Fincher and the 
top quality cast. 

A rare case of the 
Hollywood remake out¬ 
doing its foreign coun¬ 
terpart, this is a brutal 
and thoroughly com¬ 
pelling thriller. Highly 
recommended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: The Girl With 
The Dragon Tattoo 
(Swedish version, 2009), 
Se7en (1995). 


WE all suffer at a quiz when a sec¬ 
tion comes up where we have no 
expertise. We rely on other people 
to cover the gaps and try to con¬ 
struct a team accordingly; the 
broader one’s interests, the better 
one’s team should do - everybody 
knows that. 

That’s why last time everyone 
wanted to be on Steve’s team because 
he always wins - except that last time 
his team didn’t! At the end-of-term 
social night recently, Steve was help¬ 
ing officiate at an early part of the 
meeting so he wasn’t available for a 
team. Members had to do the best they 
could without him. 

At this point, it is only fair to 
emphasize the quiz is not the purpose 
of the evening. The main attraction is 
that the members get a fish and chip 
supper! That might not seem a major 
consideration, but it is much appreciat¬ 
ed by those not allowed to partake in 
the traditional British dish on any 
other occasion. (No names.) 

Mike J prepares a quiz to fill the 
time between placing the food order 
by Steve and its collection by the 
chairman. Steve therefore ended up as 
a team of one. 

Round one was a set of easy ques¬ 
tions to get the ball rolling; giving rise 
to the comment that - “they are only 
easy if you know the answer.” 

The rest of the questions were not 
so easy (or just as hard, of course, 
depending on one’s expertise). 

There is an interesting debate possi¬ 
ble on how to tell whether the author’s 


spelling is bad (Mike confesses his to 
be poor) or if the errors in the ques¬ 
tions were typographical errors. 
(That’s a computer club for you; 
always ready to debate a topic). 

The poor old chairman didn’t even 
get to hear the answers as he was away 
collecting the eats. I could, of course, 
have asked later if I could only 
remember the questions! 

A generally cheerful air pervaded 
the room as everyone fell on the fish 
and chips and chatted about all sorts of 
things, no doubt including some com¬ 
puter topics. 

As people eventually started to 
leave, I thanked them for coming and 
wished them a Happy Christmas. I 
also reminded them about the annual 
general meeting in January: to consid¬ 
er nominations for the committee and 
to think about what topics they would 
like to have talks about in the coming 
months. 

No-one seemed at all bothered 
about who scored highest in the quiz. 
Just as well really. I discovered it was 
the one-man team of Steve. Now 
there’s a chap with a nice range of 
interests and a memory to match. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday, 
January 10, at All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth, at 7.30pm. 
It’s the AGM for brief reports, elec¬ 
tions and programme. We expect to 
have time to have a chat about how to 
get the best from EBay. For more 
information, telephone me on 029 
20708439. 

HOWARD DESMOND 


Follow Courtenay and 
Lucy as Miss Wales! 


AS the closing date 
approaches for 

applications to the 
Vale heat of Miss 
Wales, organisers 
at Vibe are encour¬ 
aging local girls to 
seize their chance. 

Director, Paula 
Abbandonato, said: 

“The Vale has done 
extremely well in Miss 
Wales in recent years. 

“In 2009, Lucy 
Whitehouse from Barry 
won the competition and 
then in 2010, Courtenay 


Hamilton from Llantwit 
Major took the Miss 
Wales title. There is no 
reason why a local girl 
couldn’t do it again!” 

Miss Vale of 
Glamorgan finalists will 
be tasked with a series 
of fundraising initiatives 
for The Joshua 
Foundation, a charity 
that provides holidays 
and experiences for chil¬ 
dren with terminal can¬ 
cer. 

The Miss Wales 2011 
competition raised 
£90,000 and organisers 


are hoping that this year 
will be even better. 
Competitors must be 
Welsh. 

The winner of the 
regional heats in the 
north, along with the 
two runners up and the 
public vote winner will 
qualify for the Miss 
Wales competition in 
Cardiff this spring. 

To apply, visit www.mis- 
swales.co.uk 


WHAT’S ON /in brief 


DONOR 
SESSIONS 
THE Welsh Blood 
service is coming 
soon to a venue 
near you! 

Today, Thursday, 
January 5 at 10am-6pm 
and on Wednesday, 
January 11 at 10am- 
6pm, it will be at the 
Trinity Church Centre, 
John Street Portcawl. 

On Friday, January 
20 at 10:45am-1:45pm 
and 3:15pm-6:30pm the 
Mobile Donation Clinic 
will be at Sainsburys, Y 
Dderwen, Sarn, 
Bridgend. 

To attend this ses¬ 
sion, it is advisable to 
make an appointment. 

Please call 01443 
622193 or email 
donor, appointments @ w 
ales.nhs.uk. 

On Wednesday, 
January 25 at 10am- 
6pm, Thursday, January 


26 at 10am-6pm and 
Friday, January 27 at 
10am-6pm, we will be 
at the Town Hall, 

Talbot Street, Maesteg. 

On Monday, January 
30 at 11:15am-1:45pm 
and 3:15pm-7pm, the 
Mobile Donation Clinic 
will be at Tesco Store 
Ltd, Cowbridge Road, 
Bridgend. 

Call 01443 622193 
or email donor.appoint- 
ments@wales.nhs.uk to 
make an appointment. 

Cowbridge 

history 

lecture 

THE Cowbridge and 
District Local History 
Society’s next lecture 
will be on Friday, 
January 6 at 7:30pm 
in the Lesser Town 
Hall, Cowbridge. 

It will be on ‘The 
Italian Connection - 
from Bardi to Bracchi’ 
and will be given by 
Romeo Basini. 


Candlelight 
Concert 
THE Amicia Choir 
will be performing at 
St Michael’s Church, 
Colwinston, this 
Saturday, January 7 at 
7.30pm. 

The candlelight con¬ 
cert will celebrate 700 
years of music, ranging 
from the 14th to the 
21st Century. 

Tickets at £7.50, to 
include a glass of wine 
and refreshments, are 
available from 01656 
654330 or 01656 
654541. 

Stitch and Bitch 

Barry Stitch and Bitch 
group meets at the 
Senior Health Shop, 
Barry on Mondays 
between 10am and 12 
midday. 

The group recom¬ 
mences on Monday, 
January 9 and all are 
welcome. Tel 07811 
159800. 


News 

from 

Barrivale 

The Barrivale 
Christmas party 
was held on 
December 13, when 
the results of the 
evening’s individual 
bridge were as fol¬ 
lows: 

Winners on scratch - 
Betty Lewis, Kay Dyer, 
Denis Mottram and Mike 
Close. Handicap win¬ 
ners, Helen Jordan, 
Vivien Liles, Judith 
Owen and Alan Jones. 

Nearest to average: 
Marjorie Morgan, Diana 
Kendrick, Ann 

Macdougall and 

Maureen Charlton. Prizes 
for a good effort went to 
Eileen Hughes, Huw 
Thomas, Reg Dyer and 
Jane Brook. 

The club re-opens 
after the Christmas break 
on Tuesday, January 10. 
New members are 
always welcome. Call at 
the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry at 7pm, or 
ring 01446 733425 for 
more information. 
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ALL SAINTS INFANT SCHOOL’S NATIVITY 

CONCERT IS GIVEN A TOPICAL TWIST! 


THE infants’ Nativity concert at 
All Saints Church in Wales 
Primary School was a traditional 
Christmas story with a super 
modern twist this year. 

Entitled ‘The Xmas Factor’, the 
action began with the journey to 
Bethlehem, then switched to the tradi¬ 
tional Nativity characters - kings, 
angels, stars, innkeepers, shepherds, 
Roman soldiers, stable animals and 


even King Herod, competing to sing for 
Baby Jesus. 

Hilarious PowerPoint clips showed 
the ‘acts’ in training, sharing their aspi¬ 
rations and dreams, before performing 
their routines for the judges, Simon 
Camel, Mooey Walsh, Cheryl Foal and 
Gary Baalow. 

Each group of characters ‘performed 
so well’ that the judges made them all 
winners and they all got to perform for 


the Baby King. The concert, written 
and choreographed by year-1 teacher, 
Kirsty Mackintosh, with technical sup¬ 
port from year-2 teacher, James Ball, 
was a brilliant mix of the traditional 
and contemporary, with superb acting 
and performing by the children. 

Headteacher Richard Ware thanked 
the children and the staff for a wonder¬ 
ful and memorable show. 

LM 
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I NEWS UPDATE FROM FROM THE BARRY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 


Pupils head off to the great outdoors 






RHOOSE 

SURGERY 

COUN Gordon 
Kemp will be holding 
a Rhoose ward sur¬ 
gery on Saturday, 
January 7 from 
10am - 12 noon at 
Rhoose Community 
Hall; no appoint¬ 
ments are necessary. 


ABOVE: Ieuan making his 
way through the caves. 


ABOVE: Bradley wading through an 
underground stream. 


Mr Howell, Josh, Bradley, Ollie and Mrs Kennedy loading up the presents 
for the Children's Hospital at the University of Wales Hospital in Cardiff. 


THREE volunteer Santas from 
Barry Comprehensive delivered 
sacks of Christmas presents to the 
Children's Hospital at the 
University of Wales Hospital in 
Cardiff last week. 

Pupils, parents and staff from 
the school contributed 
gift-wrapped presents that were 
distributed to the children at the 
Space Ward by pupils Josh, 
Bradley and Ollie. 

The school has been a 


long-standing supporter of 
LATCH, delivering presents to the 
Oncology Clinic at Llandough 
Hospital for many years, and now 
is continuing the tradition at the 
Children’s Hospital. 

Many thanks to all the pupils, 
parents and staff who contributed 
and to the staff, patients and their 
families who made everyone wel¬ 
come at the hospital. 


BARRY 
Comprehensive 
School held its 
annual carol con¬ 
cert at the United 
Reformed Church 
on Windsor Road. 

This is the second 
year the concert has 
been held at Windsor 
Road and the large 
congregation were 
treated to a selection of 
traditional and mod¬ 
ern hymns, songs and 
music all performed to 
the music depart¬ 
ment’s high standard. 

Everyone joined in 
with the congregation¬ 


al carols and the 
evening provided a 
very enjoyable end to 
the school term. 

Earlierthat week, 
pupils and staff were 
given a warm welcome 
at Barry Hospital 
when they visited to 
sing and play for the 
patients. 

We would like to 
thank everyone who 
made these two festive 
performances possible. 

RIGHT: 
Reading from Head 
Boy Michael Walker 


ABOVE: 
Senior and junior 
choirs sing 
‘Fairy-tale of New 
York’ 


A GROUP of boys from Barry 
Comprehensive School braved the cold 
recently to take part in a visit to the 
Storey Arms Outdoor Activity Centre in 
the Brecon Beacons National Park. 

The boys experienced caving at Porth Yr Ogof, 
gorge walking along the River Mellte near 
Ystradfelite, and kayaking and canoeing on the 
River Wye. 

The activities were physically demanding and 
challenging but the boys overcame their fears gain¬ 
ing success in a whole new field of learning and 
experienced enjoyment, comradeship and adven¬ 
ture! 

Oliver’s in Oliver! 

Anyone lucky enough to have had tickets to 
Cameron Mackintosh’s new production of Lionel 
Bart’s musical Oliver! this Christmas may have 
spotted Barry Comprehensive School pupil Oliver 
Bartlett in the chorus. 

Oliver, who is in year-7, travelled to Pimlico 10 
times over a five-week period to rehearse with the 
London-based cast for 24 performances at the Wales 
Millennium Centre. 

Oliver has met producer Cameron Mackintosh, as 
well as getting to know his fellow cast members. 
Oliver says that Neil Morrissey, who plays Fagin, is 
‘really nice’ and he has had fun joking with 
Samantha Barks (Nancy), Iain Fletcher (Bill Sykes) 
and the rest of the cast in between rehearsals. AC 




ABOVE: Preparing to go underground at Porth Yr Ogof. 




"V 


ABOVE: The kayak- 
ing group set off from 
Glasbury Bridge on 
the River Wye. 


School’s Santa team head 
for the Children’s Hospital 


ABOVE: 

Ryan chose to test 
the waters 
- in November! 


LEFT: 

Oliver Bartlett. 


Carol concerts are a success 
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SCHOOL’S CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
MOVES TO ‘BUSY-BUSY BETHLEHEM’ 




St Helen’s Infant 
School in Barry 
held a Christmas 
celebration 
called ‘Busy- 

Busy Bethlehem ’ 
It featured 
year-1 and year-2 
girls performing 
a special Indian 
dance. 

They practised 
at home and were 
in full costume 
and wearing spe¬ 
cial make-up, 
which takes a 
long time to 
apply, the school 
reported 




Newyddion/Ysgol Gymraeg Sant Curig/news 



Emily Harris (year-3) and Alun Cairns 





RECENTLY, Vale 
AM Alun Cairns 
invited children 
from across the Vale 
to design a seasonal 
picture for him to 
use as his official 
Christmas card. 

After sifting through 
hundreds of designs, he 
eventually chose a 
Nativity scene, beauti¬ 
fully painted in water¬ 
colours, by Emily 
Harris, a year-3 pupil at 
Ysgol Gymraeg Sant 
Curig. 

A special assembly 
was held at the school 
where Mr Cairns pre¬ 
sented Emily with a cer¬ 
tificate of her achieve¬ 
ment, an envelope with 
several of these special 
Christmas cards in, 
along with a chocolate 
treat! 

Headteacher Mrs 
Sian Owen was natural¬ 
ly thrilled with this 
achievement: “For 


Emily to have her 
design on Mr Cairns’s 
personal Christmas card 
is a wonderful achieve¬ 
ment and one that she 
will remember for a 
very long time.” 
EMILY Harris, disgybl 
o flwyddyn 3 ennillodd 
cytadleuaeth cynllunio 
cerdyn nadolig i Aelod 
Seneddol y Fro, Mr 
Alun Cairns. 

Brafoedd clywed Mr 
Cairns yn sgwrsio ’n 
naturiol, yn y Gymraeg, 
gyda ’r plant ac roedd 
yn barod i ganmol 
gwybodaeth cyffredinol 
y disgyblion. 

Y wobr i Emily oedd 
gweld ei chynllun ar 
holl gerdiau personol 
Mr Cairns. 

Derbyniodd Emily 
pecyn llawn cerdiau yn 
ogystal a thystysgrif a 
siocled. 

Tashwedd/ 

Movember 

THE school would 


also like to thank our 
male staff members 
and some fathers from 
our school who hid 
their shavers during 
‘Movember’ to raise 
funds for the school, 
and to help research 
into the prevention 
and cure of prostate 
cancer. 

At the moment, the 
figure stands at over 
£450. 

BU ‘Tashwedd’yn fis 
blewog iawn gyda’r 
dynion ar ein staff, a’n 
tadau yn mynd am fis 
heb eillio. 

Bwriad hyn oedd i 
godi arian i ’r ysgol a 
hefyd tuag at ymchwil 
mewn i gancr y brostad. 
Hyd yn hyn codwyd 
dros £450. 

Children 
in Need 

THE school raised 
more than £300 for 
Children in Need 
when children and 


staff dressed up in 
spotty costumes for 
the day. It was a lovely 
day, full of fun activi¬ 
ties. 

FE gododd yr ysgol 
dros £300 tuag at 
elusen ‘Plant mewn 
Angen ’ eleni gyda V 
plant a’r staff yn gwis- 
go dillad smotiog am y 
dydd. 

Mwynhau oedd thema 
ein diwrnod! 


European 

guests 

THE beginning of the 
month saw Ysgol 
Gymraeg Sant Curig 
welcome visitors from 
schools across Europe. 

Teachers from 
Sweden, Germany, 
Greece and Turkey were 
warmly welcomed as a 
part of a British Council 
funded project. 


During the four days 
spent in Wales, the 
guests sampled Welsh 
cuisine, dance and song 
as well as visiting 
famous landmarks in 
the capital city. 

They managed to 
squeeze in a visit with 
Jane Hutt in the 
National Assembly for 
Wales and were given a 
guided tour around this 
special building. 


Sant Curig staff are 
already looking forward 
to the return visits, 
scheduled over the next 
two years! 

Croesawyd ymwelwyr o 
Ewrop i’n hysgol ar 
ddechrau V mis. 

Daethant o Sweden, 
Yr Almaen, Twrci a 
Groeg a chawsant groe- 
so cynnes gan y staff a’r 
plant. Y Cyngor 
Prydeinig sydd yn ari- 


annu ’r prosiect yma. 

Cawsant flas arfwyd, 
dawns a chaneuon 
Cymreig yn ogystal ag 
ymweliadau i dirnodau 
ein prifddinas. 
Llwyddodd y grwp i 
ymweld a V cynulliad a 
chyfarfod a Jane Hutt. 

Edrychai’r staff 
ymlaen at ymweliadau 
i’r gwledydd yma yn 
ystod y ddwy flynedd 
nesaf. 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 2012 National Eisteddfod in the Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch ofod yn un o bartneriaid swyddogol Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 


Eisteddfod 2012 


MAE’R Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol yn 
galw ar artistiaid a 
chrefftwyr i yrru eu 
ceisiadau ar gyfer 
arddangosfa agored 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol 
Cymru Bro 
Morgannwg 2012. 

“Yr arddangosfa hon 
yw un o binaclau ein 


calendr diwylliannol, ” 
meddai Swyddog 
Celfyddydau Gweledol 
y Brifwyl, Robyn Tomos. 
“Mae hi ’n rhan anna- 
tod o wead y celfyddy¬ 
dau gweledol. Mae sioe 
flynyddol yr Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol yn dath- 
lu’r gorau ofewn y 
celfyddydau gweledol 
yng Nghymru ac mae V 
gwaith sy’n cael ei ard- 
dangos ynddi’n cael ei 


ystyried fwyfwy o safon 
ryngwladol. 

Mae hi ’n 

adlewyrchu ’r rhagori- 
aeth, dyfeisgarwch a V 
ymroddiad sy’n bodoli o 
fewn ein cymuned 
artistig. Dyma wahoddi- 
ad i bob artist a 
chrefftwr cymwys i 
anfon eu gwaith i’w 
hystyried. ” 

Ym Mro Morgannwg 
2012, byddyr 
Eisteddfod yn gwahodd 
y beirniad celfo’r 
Iwerddon, Declan 
McGonagle, 
Cyfarwyddwr Coleg 
Cenedlaethol Celf a 
Dylunio, Dulyn, i 
ymuno a ’r artist a ’r 
mentor o Gaerdydd, 
Sean Edwards a ’r artist 
cymhwysol a’r curadur, 
Laura Thomas, Urdd 
Gwneuthurwyr Cymru, i 
ddethol yr arddangosfa. 

“Rwy’n edrych 
ymlaen at gaelfy 
nghyflwyno i waith 
artistiaid afydd, ary 
cyfan, yn anadnabyddus 
i mi a gweld sut y maen 
nhw’n mynegi eu syni- 
adau, defnyddio amry- 
wiol gyfryngau ac 
ymdrafod a ’u synnwyr o 
amser a lie, ” meddai 
Declan McGonagle. 

“Mae gweld cysyllti- 
adau, a sut mae gwaha- 
niaethau yn codi rhwng 
cyd-destunau gwahanol, 


wastad yn ddiddorol. 
Dyna’r union gyfle y 
mae Arddangosfeydd 
Agored yn ei gynnig - i 
weld yr annisgwyl, yr 
anarferol a’r anhysbys. 
Maen nhw hefyd yn rhoi 
siawns i’r artistiaid 
hynny, sydd efallai ddim 
yn rhan o ’r brifffrwd, i 
arddangos ac i’w gweld 
gan gynulleidfa 
ehangach. ” 

Yn 2004 daeth 
Declan McGonagle i 
Gymru i helpu dethol 
gwobr ryngwladol Artes 
Mundi gyntafun. Mae 
ganddo ddiddordeb 
mawr yn y dolennau 
rhwng y gwahanol 
ffyrdd o greu a ’r rhesy- 
mau gwahanol y tu ol 
i’r creu. Hynny ynghyd 
a ’r berthynas sydd bel- 
lach rhwng traddodiad, 
celfyddyd newydd a 
chyfryngau newydd. 

“Yng nghyd-destun 
Cymru, fefydd yn ddid¬ 
dorol gweld sut y mae 
artistiaid yn ymdrin a 
materion yn ymwneud a 
hunaniaeth ddiwyllian- 
nol, boed yn drefol neu 
wledig, ” meddai, “a 
hefyd, sut y maen nhw ’n 
dod i delerau gyda ’r 
gwrthdaro rhwng bywyd 
traddodiadol a chyfoes 
a ’r gwrthdaro rhwng 
creu gwrthrychau ac 
arfer ddigidol neu rith 
gyfryngol. ” 


Welsh Society 
support 


for Ty 

AFTER a very suc¬ 
cessful fund-raising 
evening in 

November, the 
Cymdeithas 
Gymraeg Dinas 
Powys Welsh 

Society presented a 
cheque to local chil¬ 
dren’s charity Ty 
Hafan for £1,720. 

The presentation fol¬ 
lowed the society’s annu¬ 
al Christmas service at 
St. Peter’s Church. 

Those present at the 
evening in the Parish 
Hall enjoyed the compa¬ 
ny of the ‘Plough 


Hafan 

Singers’ who delighted 
the audience with their 
eclectic mix of songs. 

A spokesperson for the 
society said: “They were 
as comfortable singing 
Elvis as they were 
singing ‘Calon Lan’ and 
Eli Jenkins’ prayer from 
Under Milk Wood. 

“As a society we thank 
them for their contribu¬ 
tion.” 

Committee members 
got together to present 
the cheque to Eleri 
Daniel, a member of staff 
at Ty Hafan and the 
daughter of two 
Cymdeithas members. 


‘Penarth plans to be a 
Well-being town’ - Mayor 


THE Mayor of 
Penarth, Coun 

Anthony Ernest, has 
outlined “real 

progress” in a New 
Year message to town 
residents. 

“This has been a par¬ 
ticularly busy year, with 
several major events tak¬ 
ing place for the first 
time, and I have been 
tremendously impressed 
by the enthusiasm that 


townspeople have shown 
in supporting each of 
these occasions.” 

“For the first time ever 
last June, an Armed 
Forces Day Parade was 
held and attracted an 
excellent turn out. 

“July saw the 11-day 
summer festival that 
attracted record crowds. 

“This autumn, I had 
great pleasure in unveil¬ 
ing a prestigious new 


plaque at the Cardiff Bay 
Barrage, in honour of 
fallen Merchant Seamen 
from Penarth, a project 
that has been in waiting 
for some time. I am 
pleased that, at last, we 
have been able to recog¬ 
nise both their dedication 
and bravery. 

“As I write, we are 
making preparations to 
present the Freedom of 
Penarth to 580 Squadron, 


Royal Logistics Corps, 
the successors to units 
who were based in 
Penarth from pre-war 
until recent times at the 
Drill Hall. 

“This will be a cele¬ 
bratory occasion, as well 
as the first time that the 
Freedom of the town has 
been bestowed on any 
organisation. 

“We are also propos¬ 
ing to honour Guy 
Gibson VC, another ‘son 
of the town’, who mar¬ 
ried a Penarth girl during 
the height of World War 
II. Gibson will be the 
third Victoria Cross 
recipient to be recog¬ 
nised by the Town 
Council in recent years.” 

The council had 
undertaken a major refur¬ 
bishment of the Paget 
Rooms, that should 
ensure the hall’s future 
for many years to come. 

“I see all this as real 
progress and a recogni¬ 
tion of the often unseen 
work that Penarth Town 
Council carries out at a 
relatively modest cost to 
improve the facilities 
enjoyed by its townspeo¬ 
ple. 

“The recently formed 
Penarth Tourism & 
Visitor Association is 
also making strides to 
improve the numbers of 
visitors coming into the 
town, and we have plans 
to make Penarth a ‘Well¬ 
being Town’ over the 
coming months, creating 
a dynamic new concept 
for high worth individu¬ 
als.” 


What's on, and where? 


Penarth Aviation 
Society 

HERMANN GOERING, com¬ 
mander-in-chief of the Nazi air 
force, is alleged to have said that he 
knew the game was up when he saw 
Mustangs flying over Berlin. 

Britain’s iconic fighter aeroplanes 
were the Spitfire and Hurricane, but if 
any can be said to have ‘won the war’ 
it was the American Mustang. It had a 
longer range and could fly higher and 
faster than any rival. 

The prototype built in America to 
British requirements was off the line 
in 102 days and by the end of the war 
they had destroyed nearly 5,000 
enemy aircraft. 

What made it so effective? 

Anthony Clements will be answering 
that question in his talk to members 
of Penarth Aviation Society at their 
meeting tomorrow (Friday, January 6) 
using illustrations to show the devel¬ 
opment and designs that made the 
Mustang an outstanding fighter. 

Penarth Aviation Society meets at 
8pm on the first Friday of each month 
at the Penarth Conservative Club. 
Visitors are welcome. 

Further information from the hon. 
secretary, Mr David Ephraim, on 


01446 721321. 

Celtic fun day 

A CELTIC New Year fun day for 
the family takes place on Saturday, 
January 14 at 12pm-4pm in 
Bonvilston Reading Room. Crafts, 
calennig, toffee making, singing, 
games, hot food, cakes and stalls. 
Entry: £2 per child, £5 for three or 
more siblings. 

Legion meetings: 

Royal British Legion monthly meet¬ 
ings will be held at the Llantwit 
Major Rugby club at 5.30pm on 
Monday evenings, commencing 
January 16. 

Classical treat 

THE public is invited to attend the 
newly-refurbished Bethel Baptist 
Church, Llantwit Major, on 
Tuesday, January 10 at 7:30pm for 
an evening with The Penrhys String 
Quartet (members of Welsh 
National Opera). 

The programme includes 
Schubert’s String Quartet in Eb, and 
Mozart’s Quintet in A, with Philip 
Tarlton on Basset Clarinet. All wel¬ 
come, admission is free. 


yn galw am gelf 


Yn ogystal a dethol 
yr Arddangosfa Agored, 
bydd y panel yn cydna- 
bod rhagoriaeth ac 
ymroddiad drwy ddyfar- 
nu ’r Fedal Aur am 
Gelfyddyd Gain, Y 
Fedal Aur am Grefft a 
Dylunio a’r 
Ysgoloriaeth Artist 
Ifanc. 

Mae ’r arddangosfa 
yn agored i’r rhai a 
aned yng Nghymru, neu 
ag iddynt rieni o 
Gymry, neu i’r sawl a 
fu ’n byw neu ’n gweithio 
yng Nghymru am y tair 
blynedd cyn 4 Awst 
2012, neu unrhyw 
berson sy’n siarad neu 
ysgrifennu Cymraeg. 

Bob blwyddyn, mae 
dros 2,750 o geisiadau 
yn dod i law ac mae Y 
Lie Celf (Pafiliwn 
Celfyddydau Gweledol) 
yn yr Eisteddfod yn 
denu hyd at 40,000 o 
ymwelwyr. 

Am wybodaeth pel- 
lach cysylltwch gyda ’r 
Swyddog Celfyddydau 
Gweledol, Robyn Tomos 
ar 0845 4090 300 
robyn @ eisteddfod, org. u 
k. Y dyddiad cau yw 1 
Mawrth 2012. 

Mae adran 

Celfyddydau Gweledol 
yr Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol yn gwei- 
thredu mewn partneri- 
aeth a Chyngor 
Celfyddydau Cymru. 

Call for 
Eisteddfod 
art entries 

THE National 
Eisteddfod of Wales 
is calling on artists 
and makers to sub¬ 
mit entries for the 

Village 

carols 

for 

hospice 

MEMBERS of St 
Mary’s and Zoar 
churches, friends and 
neighbours - who 
walked around 
Bonvilston singing 
Christmas carols on 
Saturday, December 
17, raised £151.58 for 
Ty Hafan children’s 
hospice. 

The evening contin¬ 
ued outside the Reading 
Room with Mr Ritchie 
Evans (a long time resi¬ 
dent) switching the 
lights on the village 
Christmas tree. 

Another carol was 
sung before everyone 
moved into the warmth 
of the hall and were able 
to purchase mulled wine, 
soup, rolls and mince 
pies. 

The £151.58 raised 
from the collecting 
boxes, plus donations 
from St Mary’s and Zoar, 
made a total of £238.25 
-for which Ty Hafan 
was very grateful. 


Open Exhibition of 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan 2012 
National Eisteddfod 
of Wales. 

“This exhibition is 
one of the pinnacles of 
our cultural calendar,” 
said the Eisteddfod’s 
Visual Arts Officer, 
Robyn Tomos. 

“It is an integral part 
of the warp and weave 
of Wales’ visual arts 
activity. The annual 
show at the National 
Eisteddfod celebrates 
the best within the visu¬ 
al arts in Wales. 

“ Increasingly, the 
work displayed at the 
exhibition is considered 
of international standing 
and reflects the excel¬ 
lence, innovation and 
commitment within our 
artistic community. 

“We invite all eligi¬ 
ble artists and makers to 
submit their work for 
consideration.” 

At the Vale of 
Glamorgan 2012, the 
Eisteddfod will invite 
art critic Declan 
McGonagle, Director of 
National College of Art 
and Design, Dublin, to 
join Cardiff artist and 
mentor Sean Edwards, 
and applied artist and 
curator, Laura Thomas 
of The Makers Guild of 
Wales, to select the 
exhibition. 

“I’m looking forward 
to being introduced to 
the work of artists who 
will be mostly unknown 


to me and to see how 
they articulate their 
ideas, use various media 
and negotiate their 
sense of place and 
time,” he said. 

“It is always interest¬ 
ing to see connections, 
but also how differences 
emerge between differ¬ 
ent contexts. Open exhi¬ 
bitions provide exactly 
that opportunity - to see 
the unexpected, the 
unusual and the 
‘unsung’. They also 
give artists, who may 
not be in the main¬ 
stream, a chance to 
exhibit and be seen by a 
larger audience.” 

Declan McGonagle, 
who helped award the 
inaugural Artes Mundi 
international prize at 
Cardiff in 2004, is fas¬ 
cinated by the links 
between different kinds 
of making and the dif¬ 
ferent reasons behind 
the making, along with 
the relationship nowa¬ 
days between tradition, 
new art and new media. 

“Within the context 
of Wales, it will be 
interesting to see how 
artists deal with issues 
of cultural identity, both 
urban and rural, and 
also how the collision 
of traditional and con¬ 
temporary life and the 
collision of object mak¬ 
ing and digital or virtual 
media practice, is nego¬ 
tiated,” he said. 

As well as selecting 
the Open Exhibition, 


the panel will also 
award the Gold Medal 
for Fine Art, the Gold 
Medal for Craft and 
Design and the Young 
Artist Scholarship for 
excellence and commit¬ 
ment. 

The exhibition is 
open to any person born 
in Wales, or of Welsh 
parents, or any person 
who has lived or 
worked in Wales for the 
three years prior to 
August 4 2012, or any 
person who is able to 
speak or write in the 
Welsh language. 

Over 2,750 entries 
are submitted each year 
and Y Lie Celf (Visual 
Arts Pavilion) at the 
Eisteddfod attracts up 
to 40,000 visitors. 

If you require further 
information, contact the 
Visual Arts Officer, 
Robyn Tomos, on 0845 
4090 300 or 
robyn @ eisteddfod, org. u 
k. The closing date for 
entries is March 1 2012. 
The Visual Arts section 
of the National 
Eisteddfod works in 
partnership with The 
Arts Council of Wales. 

SIONED 

EDWARDS 


Local dog owners are 
warned to keep public 
spaces free of fouling 



Left to right - senior enforcement officer, Denny White; cabinet member 
for community safety, Coun Paul Church; enforcement officer, Stephen 
Abdulla; and cabinet member for visible services, Geoffrey Cox. 
DOG walkers have been urged mitment I took on when I got her.” 


to clean up after their pets at 
an event in a Vale park. 

The Vale Council’s enforcement 
team have been talking to users of 
Alexandra Park in Penarth, as well 
as handing out blue dog fouling 
bags. 

Coun Sophie Williams, who rep¬ 
resents St Augustine’s ward in 
Penarth, said: “I’ve had a number 
of complaints of dog fouling on 
pavements in the area. It’s not just 
unpleasant; it poses risks to young 
children. 

“The majority of dog owners are 
very responsible; it is a few who are 
putting others at risk. As a dog 
owner myself, I know that cleaning 
up after my dog is part of the com- 


Under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) 
Act 1996, owners who fail to clean up 
after their dogs could face a fine of 
up to £1,000. 

Senior enforcement officer Denny 
White, who organised the event, 
said: “If you are a dog owner, you 
must clean up after your dog. Please 
remember to take a couple of bags 
before you go out on your daily 
walk. 

“Once you’ve scooped the poop, 
simply tie the bag and place it in any 
council bin.” 

For more information visit 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk, or 
email: 
visible@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk, or 
telephone: 01446 700111. 
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GOOD 
SPORTS 
JUMP IN AT 
THE DEEP 
END FOR 
CHARITY! 

PLAYERS and supporters of Sully Sports 
RFC stood out when they took on the annu¬ 
al Whitmore Bay lifeguards’ Boxing Day 
swim. 

They took to the water in their pink and 
black kit to raise awareness of the club's 
annual charity match, which will take place 
this year on February 25 at the Sully Sports 
ground. 

A club spokesman said: “A big thanks to 
Dave of Buildex construction, who provide 
the kit, and to everyone who took part. ” 


Daredevil swimmers brave the cold Bristol 
Channel - for Barry Island’s Boxing Day bash! 


THERE was a good turnout for the 
Boxing Day swim at Barry Island, 
organised as usual by the Whitmore 
Bay Surf Life Saving Club. 

The chairman of the club, Cliff Nelson, 
told The GEM: “We made a prompt start 
and the event was well supported by the 
public. 

“The sun even came out during the 
swim!” 

He added: We were glad to see Sully 
Sports Rugby Club taking the plunge!” 






Cardiff Airport staff eased the 
pressure on Santa’s workshop! 


CARDIFF Airport and part¬ 
ner company employees 
gave Santa and his elves a 
helping hand this year - by 
collecting 32 presents for 
vulnerable children in south 
Wales. 

It was the eighth year that staff 
at the company had taken part in 
Business in the Community’s 
Christmas campaign. 

The campaign has been run by 
the charity for more than a decade 
and encourages businesses and 
their employees to donate presents 
to brighten up Christmas for 
underprivileged children around 


Wales. Presents purchased by 
Cardiff Airport have been donated 
to the ‘Vale of Glamorgan Short 
Breaks’ project based in Barry. 

Marion Williams, from Cardiff 
Airport, said: “The staff love get¬ 
ting involved in the campaign 
every year and it’s very rewarding 
to know we’ve put smiles on the 
faces of so many local children. ” 

Presents from this year’s cam¬ 
paign have also gone to the chari¬ 
ty Action for Children, which sup¬ 
ports and speaks out for the most 
vulnerable children and young 
people in the UK, as well as to 
other Welsh children’s charities. 

Barbara Street, Action for 


Children’s Operational Director 
of Children’s Services, said: “For 
most of us, Christmas is a special 
time, but sadly, there are plenty of 
children who will receive few, if 
any presents this year. 

“Just one gift can make a huge 
difference to the families who are 
most in need of support and will 
help bring some magic to a child’s 
Christmas. ” 

Approximately 50 companies 
from across Wales took part in this 
year’s campaign and together 
donated presents for more than 
2,500 underprivileged children. 
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FESTIVE CLEAN WITH THE FRIENDS! 

BARRY-based environmental group ‘Friends of Barry Beaches’ celebrat¬ 
ed their biggest beach clean yet, with 28 volunteers meeting up on Boxing 
Day on the Knap beach in Barry. 

Co-ordinator Rob Curtis reported: “This was our best attended event yet 
with 14 black bags of rubbish being removed and nine bags of recycling col¬ 
lected. 

‘Our next beach clean will be on Sunday, January 29 at Porthkerry Beach at 
the usual time of 3pm.” 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning (General 
Development Procedure) Order 1995 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made to the Council for 
planning permission for the undermentioned developments: 

HYSBYSIR trwy hyn i geisiadau gael eu gwneud i’r Cyngor am ganiatad 
cynllunio ar gyfer y datblygiadau canlynol: 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area / 

Datblygu a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 

Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2011/01196/FUL 

Demolish existing single storey rear extension, construct 
new single storey extension to incorporate new entrance 
foyer, meeting room kitchen and toilets 
United Free Church, rear of 21, Westgate, Cowbridge 

Cowbridge 


2011/01213/FUL 

Erection of one detached dwelling (renewal of 
2006/00260/FUL) 

Land adjacent to Penny Cottage, Dimlands Road, 
Llantwit Major 


Llantwit Major 


Conservation Area Consent / Caniatad Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 

Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2011/01214/CAC 

Demolition of existing buildings to create residential plot 
(renewal of 2006/00296/CAC) 

Land adjacent to Penny Cottage, Dimlands Road, 
Llantwit Major 

Llantwit Major 


Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 
Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 
Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2011/01211/LBC 
Retention of boiler flue 

Springbank Nursing Home, College Road, Barry 
Grade II 


2011/01218/LBC 

Erect partition wall with two doorways, in order to divide 
existing kitchen area space into a smaller kitchen area 
and a disabled toilet facility. Install two roof vents. 
Refurbish and reglaze where necessary window in 
adjacent room 

The Old School, Wine Street, Llantwit Major 
Grade II 


2011/01225/LBC 

Single storey rear extension, second floor bedroom 
alterations and roof terrace glazed balustrade 
8, Pwll y Min Crescent, Peterston-Super-Ely 

Grade II 


2011/01234/LBC 

Re-roofing, repairs and minor alterations 
Ewenny Priory House, Abbey Road, Ewenny 

Grade II* 


Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cais (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2011/01196/FUL 

Proposak/Cynnig: Demolish existing single storey rear extension, construct 

new single storey extension to incorporate new entrance 
foyer, meeting room kitchen and toilets 
United Free Church, rear of 21, Westgate, Cowbridge 


Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 


Affecting 21, Westgate, Cowbridge, Grade II 


2011/01224/FUL 

Single storey rear extension, second floor bedroom 
alterations and roof terrace glazed balustrade 
8, Pwll y Min Crescent, Peterston-Super-Ely 


Adeilad Rhestredig Affecting No. 7 and 9, Pwll y Min Crescent, Grade II* 

May affect a Public Right of Way / 

Gall effeithio ar Hawl Tramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2011/01227/FUL 

Proposak/Cynnig: Demolition of three Dutch barns together with a stable 

block and the conversion of detached farm outbuildings 
to four domestic dwellings. 

Location:/Lleoliad: Llancadle Farm, Llancadle, Barry 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or via 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir isod, neu drwy 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 5th January, 2012 
Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning, Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


CHAMPION BOXER HAS 
COLLEGE CONNECTIONS 


BARRY-born 
boxer Lee Selby 
weighed in at 
Cardiff and Vale 
College (CAVC) 
just ahead of his 
successful defence 
of his British and 
Commonwealth 
Featherweight 
titles, accompanied 
by his coach - one 
of the College’s 
tutors. 

Lee visited CAVC’s 
Colcot Road site in 
Barry to be weighed by 
sport and fitness lecturer 
Kevin Fulthorpe, who is 
also chief inspector for 
the British Boxing 
Board of Control in 
Wales. 

Lee has been coached 
by the college’s Cardiff 
Construction Training 
Centre lecturer, Bill 
Reynolds, at his gym in 
Newport for the last 
three years. 

Lee successfully 
defended his champion 
status against challenger 
John Simpson at the 
famous York Hall in 
Bethnal Green on 
December 14. 

Bill said: “Lee’s 
training is going fantas¬ 
tically. When he went 
for the title he was the 
underdog, but now box¬ 
ing promoter Frank 
Warren says he’s defi¬ 


nitely got the chance of 
winning the European 
title. I think he’s world 
quality. He can do it.” 

Lee said: “At the 
moment I’m training 
full time as a profes¬ 
sional boxer and I want 
to go on and gain 
European and world 
honours, but sport and 
fitness is something I 
am very aware of. A 
career as a boxer can be 
very short lived and 
sport and fitness is 
something I would defi¬ 
nitely tliink of - I am 
very aware of all the 
new facilities at Cardiff 
and Vale College.” 

Kevin Fulthorpe 
added: “I’m chief 
inspector for the Welsh 
area for the British 
Boxing Board of 
Control. 

“I’m also part of the 
team that administrates 
courses for trainers and 
seconds - we have pur¬ 
pose-built first aid 
courses for boxing train¬ 
ers and courses that pro¬ 
vide basic knowledge of 
the principles of fitness 
and nutrition. This 
reflects the courses we 
offer at the college for 
health and fitness, per¬ 
sonal trainers and first 
aid.” 



Cardiff and Vale College lecturer Kevin Fulthorpe, Lee Selby and 
Cardiff Construction Training Centre lecturer Bill Reynolds. 


AM meets golf leader 


STEWART Buse, 
who is based in 
Barry, has developed 
a new Young Golfers 
Association to 

encourage and sup¬ 
port young people to 
get involved in golf - 
which he says has 
made a huge differ¬ 
ence to his life. 

He met Vale AM Jane 
Hutt to find out how he 
can get support for this 
new initiative, which is 
registered as a small 
charity with VC VS. 

He is raising funds to 
provide opportunities for 
young people aged 18 to 
30 to have basic lessons 
and get onto local golf 



Jane Hutt and Stewart Buse 

courses for practice, in making golf available 
exercise and enjoyment, to young people who are 
Jane Hutt said: “I was not involved in sport and 
very impressed with may lack confidence in 
Stewart's plans to open their abilities. I am glad 
up golf to young people this initiative is being 
who have no opportuni- led by a young person 
ties to take up this popu- who has found that golf 
lar recreational sport. He has made a big differ- 
is particularly interested ence.” 


Golden girls aiming for a sportier Vale 



St Cyres student Rhoslyn Frugniet (left) and 
Stanwell pupil Danielle Lane (right) have been 
appointed by the Vale of Glamorgan Council as 
sporting ambassadors, using the London 2012 
Games as a catalyst to motivate other teenagers 
to get more active. 


AS preparations 
for the London 
2012 Games enter 
the home straight 
this year, two 
teenage girls from 
Penarth will be 
working hard to 
ensure that the 
Olympics and 
Paralympics help to 
create a legacy of 
local youngsters 
having a life-long 
love of sport. 

St Cyres student 
Rhoslyn Frugniet and 
Stanwell pupil Danielle 
Lane have been appoint¬ 
ed by the Vale Council 
as new ‘Gold 
Ambassadors’ to act as 
role models to their 


Bees show form 


BARRY under-9s were in stun¬ 
ning form last month at the 
Reserviour Field against 
Pencoed. 

After a slight wobble previously 
against Sully, the Bees responded with 
their best performance of the season so 
far. 

From the outset, Barry took the 
game to Pencoed, and with their for¬ 
wards and backs dominating, it was 
clear that it was going to be a tough 
morning for the visitors. 

This dominance resulted in quick 
tries from Myles Latham, Isaac 
McBride and Spencer Williams; the 
latter after a flowing move, with virtu¬ 
ally every Barry player involved in the 
play. 

Pencoed struggled to maintain pos¬ 
session, and with so much ball, the 
Bees were cutting loose from all over 
the park. Further tries from Cian 


Anderson and Seb Fahiya stretched 
the lead further. 

Pencoed responded well after the 
break, and scored a deserved try to 
make it 6-1. This stirred the Bees and 
Seb took the ball on the switch from 
the lack off to score another. Ethan 
Watkins then forced his way over the 
line after another powerful forward 
drive. 

The floodgates now opened and 
Isaac added his second. There were 
further tries from James Latham and 
James Chapman, who added two more 
in quick succession. Barry finished in 
style with another flowing move, Cole 
Saunders scored in the corner. 

Team; Jake Lang, Isaac McBride, 
Charlie Bale, Ethan Watkins, James 
Latham, Myles Latham, Cian 
Anderson, Stephen Williams, Spencer 
Williams, Seb Fahiya, James 
Chapman, Cole Saunders. 


peers and they’ll be 
using the London 2012 
Games as a catalyst to 
motivate others to take 
part in more school 
sport, get down their 
local leisure centre, join 
a sports club, or do 
whatever they can to 
lead a healthier lifestyle. 

It’s all part of the 
national ‘Young 

Ambassadors’ initiative, 
created by organisations 
including Sport Wales, 
Youth Sport Trust and 
Adidas, and supported 
locally by the Vale 
Council’s sports and 
play development team 
and education depart¬ 
ment. 

Rhoslyn and Danielle, 
who are both year-13 
pupils, were selected to 
join the ranks of the elite 
sporting ambassadors in 
Wales for the excellent 
example they have set 
by volunteering their 
time to help out with 
coaching and leading 
sports sessions. 

Both girls have 
embraced the challenge 
of encouraging their 
schoolmates to become 
more active, and will be 
giving presentations in 
school assemblies about 
the Young Ambassador 
Scheme this year. 

They will also be 
inviting students to 
apply to become 
‘Adistars’ to support the 
Gold Ambassadors’ 
efforts to spread the 
sporty message. The 
new Adistars will join 
those who were enlisted 
last year and Rhoslyn 
and Danielle will then 
look to create ‘sports 


councils’ within their 
schools, giving pupils a 
voice to generate ideas 
for how their schools 
can get involved in 
Olympic-related activi¬ 
ties. 

The school sports 
councils will also 
explore ways of increas¬ 
ing participation in sport 
both in the run up to the 
London 2012 games and 
long after the sporting 
extravaganza has left 
these shores. 

The Vale’s only other 
Gold Ambassador is Jess 
Richards, a sixth former 
at Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive School 
who was recruited last 
year, and along with for¬ 
mer Cowbridge 

Comprehensive pupil 
Will Thomas, set the 
standard for Rhoslyn 
and Danielle to follow. 

She said: “I cannot 
emphasise how much 
my self-esteem has 
increased through this 
role. I never would have 
thought I would feel 
comfortable delivering a 
presentation and speak¬ 
ing publicly, but being a 
Gold Ambassador has 
given me the confidence 
to go for every opportu¬ 
nity available to me. 

“To be a representa¬ 
tive involved with the 
Olympics is quite 
extraordinary. I feel part 
of something special, 
and for the effort that I 
have put in I have been 
equally rewarded. It 
makes me feel so happy 
to see others develop 
and progress through 
sport.” 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00 PM 11 January 2012 


homes^jj 

HOTLINE 

01446 709840 
0890 242 0637 


To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 

HOMES4U@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

or apply In writing to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Legal. Public Protection and Housing Department 
Civic Offices Holton Road. Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street. Barry CF62 7AL 


ABERAERON CLOSE, BARRY |2| ■ ARTHUR DAVIS COURT. HARRY § AWBERY HOUSE BARRY 



«4U AeAnrca M217 
MUM* a family 

• 7 t T»p*b*d hQUW* 
•CergraJ heating 

• C*ouc4c gorng 

• Qvdim 


Run tOB 90 p**r 

HdJdng •**' charge 


' 


BUTTRILLS ROAD, BARRY 



H4U IMtXXU 

Suitable Hf a family 

♦ Three bedtoon f utiM 

• Carail hMlnq 

• to UM* g orng 

♦ Gardens 


Ram 180 56 p* mmA 

i cutlog *•tw 


HANOVER COURT, BARRY 



OAK COURT. PCNARTH 




W4U 997473 

Snob* for a single 
person OMtf 56 40 pats 

• Studo apartment 

• Fr*f tow (no I8| 

• Go* corral hearing 

• Doth W glaring 

• Air'Jet 1 on »Im 

• Conmynii enhance 

• Partonj 

RmI ttt.T3 per wmA 
nctrtnj Mracectwrge 


B 


castle road, rhoosc 



>44U AiYnrni 7441174 
Sotlnblt for a tingle 

pnr*nr», GOUplf Of 

smell family. Preference 
gsoo to fe rones win an 
«*c«Meat itojncj history 

• TtMXMdf DOIt tot 

• Fir* Horn 

• Cerirai heosng 

• Ooubleglaang 
Rant IT,MO par «*•* 
ndudti; ur%tca charge 


HARVEY STREET BARRY 


H4U fVrSmvrc* 

Xuftahl* Soc n «mg|* 
person nr em**a t w ee if 
I Vi *88 rTwlir.il ne»<H) 

• TWO otdfoom 1* 

• FHt lotr 

• Scheme nrngit 

• C«ljrm 

R*nt rtt? 44 per 

nclucSnq semce charge 



MiUReUnmc* .’CV5IS3J 

So fable for a tingle 
person or cot^le oner GO 
PliilllliMl MB| 

• Ofw bwltuur fail 

• Frtl low |w*81 ft' 
•Scheme manager 

• Cannuity alarm 

Rent 110113 pw vreek 
oclu&rq Nfiici c-a pe 


Yckj must be a M0MES4U mom her 
Id apply lor arty of these homes. 
When bidding for more than one 
prope*ly you will be asked to state 
yotr o r<& of preference 
All descrebons and other details 
are g*&i in good tadh and are 
bolewoc: to be correct but airy 
potent a tenant shotid satisfy 
themselves as to their correctness 

Rmrfdd n 4 chentdble houirq Jumr.Ntnn 


R4U /¥4 mrm SU77V1 

1 Settable for a *ngi* 
p«*rmn or comp4* over 

ao - no pet* 

• Ono bodnoomtWt 
i * Fast floor 

• Cam carer* haring 

• tourtegnmg 

Rave 18111 r** wA 

nciKfng whiw charge 


RCDCAAIOS AVLNUL PCNARTH 


Mil' R*«*m-c* 34J377 

Suit for a single person 
or oouple o»er 8$ 

• One-beorcom Ail 

• Fir* floor 

• Centra 1 heal ng 

• Oojttegl&ang 

• 'AWden 

• Cnrmiuiiy ataum 
Rent rww p* *eet 
ndudng sendee. Mar* 
and warden charges 

T6*HomeSwapper 

Are you a council or houang 
association tenant looking to move 
to more suitable accommodation? 

Why not look to Aachenge? 

HOMES4U MM p*w? HOMESWAPPER, 
th* laoesi muiuei survce tor 

counci and tiouang associate*-! t«rarts 
lookrg to snap horres 4 the UK. 

MOMESWAPPER s tree to |oo and can 
be accessed from any PC. 

Join today at www hcrrasNeappef.oQjiA 
For further information contact us on 
01446 704316. 



^ M4U Re^mnce 2Vf764 

Suitable for a smgle person or couple ever e© 

TNs property *11 be allocated to mose aupicatts mra cars 
demonstrate a> emceHerr to*arc 9 hslwy 
Appiconts wth a prevous hworj of rwi arwi * am-social 
beh**ojr *11 not be considered 

• T*0-**4rrxyr t* 

• Second floor «<ti dt 

• Certral heosng 

• Do4:4* faring 

Rent C79.U per «mI nduefeng urvtce ntrq* 


CHESTERFIELD STCET, BARRY ■ GERAINT PLACE, BARRY 


H4U HWfMKrr 704*1 M 

Suaebte tor o temi) 9 

• Teo-bodroom house 

• CemiBl feabrg 

• DouIim gU/r u 

• Cir'rtwi 




Rent C90 46 per «ec* 

inckidlng v^tner charge 



H4U PfetMenr* 710071 

Suhobie for a family 

• Ttree bedroom ho.se 

• Centra hertfm? 

| • DovbM giapng 

•Garde-e 


Rent Ct 1 .se ** 


MANORBIER COURT. BARRY 



M4Ufi*mrmncmlM*r 

SueaCAe lor a family 

• Trree bedroom house 
e Cent-a haUti-g 

• Dontte gbirrg 

• Gardens 


Rent CUM per each 
tnciudna aef>oe charge 


OAK COURT PCNARTH 


STATION ROAD RHOOSC 



WH/lhfWOf 347967 

SuRaUe lor a single 
person, couple or 
smad lonely. p *tfe»cnoe 
green U tenants nth an 
e«x^l«rt tenancy herfori 

• Two-badcnm that 

• FYst Nor 

• Cenvd r-oatirg 

• Doutre g*a»HI 

Rant C7898 pr reaeh 
inciting nervne Charge 



H4U ReVNenca J5A1YAP 

SfHsiMr hr a ting* 
IwrioncrwrMpSaflh 
medic* naede} 

• Soudo apartrre* 

• Or euro *oor 

• Schema manager 

*"* * . .i.i ” 

Rant red tit per e*i 

nciutfl semce charge 


TAPSCOTT MOUSE. BARRY 



r*8* lOtriSt 

Suit for e anva peraua or 
cnjpia oetr 40-no pate 

Re-advert tsod 

• Too bedroom rm 

• Sf'ZO'rt MM <rv : , HQ 

• Gee o*nn* ^eatt-g 

• Dwido gMrng 

• Comrtir*! entmnr.e 

• Commune 1 ganSMr. 

Rent CSS 4T c* ao* 

ixlxtig son toe ch*ge 


Address 

Bids 

Band 

Reg. 

AeronCloee 


Gold 

OeXfcrtt 

Arthur Oewts Ct 

RaB4it#«riia«ri 


Cane* CiiM 

97 

Gold 

OACClrtl 

Ca*iey Ptoco 

100 

Vi- 

MW11 

OcnUflT CotTI 

52 

Gcldf 

07<»<M 

Oyiig OMt 

12 

Odd 

oaofhi 

4»ema 

41 

Gold 

0804*11 

Falcon Rood 

114 

Gold 

1ft<4'11 

Radttds A»enue 

6 

Bertie 

2a»iorii 

di*e»gari fiud 

100 

Goto 

74<a*n 

9t C*hemm Cl 

23 

Gold 

ORLCtV'11 

3*4*8 Road 

41 

Gold* 

2SOV11 

Topecoti House 

Reed *<* treed 


trmtmrm noted 

4S 

Gold 

11.«f/11 

wvehyiRood 

46 

Gold* 

070**10 


s£ 4 n newydd ©<30 
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SIKES ETO 


II <3“M 


ISION 


Signup to Sky TV with u 
HtSSky-^orHB In 

EXISTING Sky custunfit 
& HB opgrade only ttO 

✓ Oomnfc & Com«t«relol 

✓ OlirAiHm for C«(» 

✓ 24 Hoir f Ooya Sowtco 

✓ 13 Wnrifi CtuKinlM 

/ PtU4 Aifiv^vd Inlihin 

FREE ESTIMATES 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


Dioftal aerials suosliii 91 nwwiatitivB prices 
SKY Repairs adiuslsisnls sad distal Is tions. 
m in Sky ♦ £159 oo is Tow Aerial Installer_? 

Conlidirilt:r a# Airui Imtallm 
CwthrtT Mw Ctmhfd* 
viiin^ i r «lii«ir\ (Unchmrl Awwn 
C ittoi orw Acc«»»9fin7 


O fo 2 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the price of 2 


Vale of Glamorga 
end 



01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 



This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

| Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

• Blinds 

•Shutters 
♦Awnings SOfar 

•Canopies bUndS 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


DIGITAL AERIALS FROM £50 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES ■ OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS 


TGne tefeO Mm 

id Ah msm 3 

% Digital Aerials 
% Repairs & Upgrades 
% Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 





VALE BLINDS.wa.es,Ltd 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds ■■■ 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds Sp? 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT 3 & 4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


Happy New Year to everyone I TEL: (029) 2086 0631 




Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

Poor Reception Fixed 
OAP Discounts 
Additional TV Points 
Digital Aerial Installations 
Free Home Visits 
•Freesat Installations 


LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 



SQfl3Q(daCQg] g©Cfwa©©3 


BARRY & VALE RAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 


SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


365 BUILDING 

& MAINTENANCE 

STORM DAMAGE SPECIALIST 
Building & Roofing Contractors 
(Plus Insurance Work) 




• Carpentry • Plumbing • Plastering • Painting 

• Electrics • Fascias & Gutters • Decorating 

• New Build *Tree Surgery • Landscaping 

• Garage Door Repairs • Extensions 

• Loft Conversions • Flood Damage 

• Blocked Toilets & Sewers 


References available for inspection. 

All work done by time served tradespeople. 

Call for a no obligation free quote 

01446 734157 07920 436800 
07825 418757 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

• 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


£\©GfeO© & filial Hi a 



ital 

Aerials : 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 



©[□ayaGQgj ©©owa©©© 


GRABituT 

318 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

HAYES ROAD, SULLY 

Call 9)446 700535 

or visit our website 
www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 

For all your groundwork requirements, call Wendy - 
friendly, professional advice and free estimates! 

groundwork! 

CONTRACTORS 
ALL SIZE PLANT 
WITH DRIVERS 

FOR HIRE AT 
REASONABLE 
PRICES. FOR ALL 
YOUR GROUND¬ 
WORK NEEDS 


GRAB HIRE 
SERVICE 

WASTE 

DISPOSAL 

SITE 

CLEARANCE. 

AGGREGATE 

DELIVERIES. 




WELSH 

LIME WORKS 


NATURE AND 
TRADITION 


/ Lime Render 
/ Lime Plaster 
/ Lime Pointing 
/ Lime Wash 

Tel: 01443 405250 

info@welshlimeworks.com 


D.P 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 
» Extensions • Plastering 

» Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 




NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 




Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 


BRIDGEND 

01656 858 143 

CARDIFF 

02921 155009 

LLANTRISANT 

01443 237753 


Pleated 

Roman Blinds 

Roller Blinds 

Vertical Blinds 

Wooden Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 


The GEM 
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365 M 

CARPENTRY^ 


Q7 Ifitswood 
- we're 

SrpUry verysoorf 
Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance* Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


01446 734157 

SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT IN THE 
BUILDING SECTION 

“We do it air 



y a 3 jj3 ► 


Chimney 

Sweep 


The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


Qear$o$A 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


me @ 

guildofmastersweeps 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 

— 


Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic and 
Commercial 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering jrA~Al- 7 

01446 771137 eTQiwtatwrus 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 
' Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


mpA//vmq 

A/ZDDPcommq 

JOHN CLISSETT 
Phone: 01446 750625 
Mobile: 07980 691584 

Email: john.thepainter@hotmail.co.uk 


< UJanijj juj 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
\Local, reliable & Profes sional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 




GUTTER CLEANING 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

’cryetal-lt” 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 



I i \ m I DECORATING 
Ip^^USERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. 
Free Quotes. 
Clean tidy worker. 
All insurance work. 
Carpet Cleaning 
available. 

FULLY INSURED 
01446 772702 
07505 979078 
Weekend calls welcome 
www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


STEVE AIREY\ 

Decorating Services 


Fora 
Free 
Quote.. 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

Fully qualified. 


01446 795520 
07891 768151 / 


* 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 



VALE CARPETS 


tduzt corner to- (you, 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
- Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


* Septic Tank * 

1 nt Emptying * 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 




ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 

K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services Est. 1978 

WE DO NOT COVER BARRY 

Bridgend 650723 





/ RE* -IT 

(.Established Familv Business) 



(Established Family Business) 

¥3 


Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 


Cowbridge &Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
MfiKilp* Electrical Installation Contracting 

07885 347642 I Approved Contractor 



P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines., Tumble Dryers., 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 

■S' Bridgend 659354 07974 120082 


VERTICAL BLINDS 

Offer only with this voucher 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations HAPPY 

Prices you can’t afford to miss! NEW YEAR 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
~ Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 8AP 
Free conservatory design service available 


REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 


GHZ) 


www.mpnwmdows.com 


j / • 1 • 


Opening hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 



m 


Driving School Ltd 

Lessons from £9.99 • Instructor training 
Learn from 14 years of age 
One week crash courses including test 
Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


'@0©©Scpa®aQ 


mm 


I Washing Machines Electric 
t y Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 



First 3 hours 
from £30 
First 10 hours 
from £120 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 

01446 719555 
07798 501267 




Home & Garden Care 

Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 


I I Installer 
I J Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail .co.uk 




TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


RIVEfUER 

Horticultural ***»*nm 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea. co. uk 

(fijHusqvama t ^.. 

■■frOM** I» iww> «N Mn» iNtwnwi 
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ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Stables Field Shelters Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 
Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


LAING 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


ike c\n 


' utd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Bridge 
I Me 

Tree Services 


The 

GEM 


anyJaij ► 


Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tnre |inn*^ •( Ami • fr.v 
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Ikii # I trip i 
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Tell 07910 417471 or 01446 792362 







GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 



ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 



Give your Central 
Heating System a 
new lease of life 


Competitive Prices 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 
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David Finney 

las-Heath*-mniiinf 


Cut and keep me for all your heating 
and plumbing needs across the Vale 
and Bridgend this winter 




STAY WARM plumbinI 

All Plumbing, Heating & Gas Services 

Servicing 

302 1 

% 

Combi Boiler Installation 
and Repair Specialist 

E* & landlord certified boiler changes & upgrades 

Gas Cookers and Fires Fitted 
Leaking/Burst Pipes 

Tel. 02920 881358 

Mob. 07794 335053 


q » Plumbing & Heating 

^ 01446 735 681 or 07815 0 97 994 24hrs 

Combination Boiler Specialist 
| ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 

I For all your plumbing and heating requirements^^Bo 


All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. a 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured" 



J P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01446 790127 07719605S26 

nut g<.o»a> nkj laii uc a 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing 

• LPG Specialists 230141 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, IV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 



01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.sNvey roof i ng.co.uk 

M _ 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


DCPiitmhmj 


• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 
Cal Dm m 

> 0M4*«tM71 
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Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


A 




01446 

794266 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 
Tel. 07915 390029 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


stablished ovgr 23years 

<Tifestyle 

^ —S Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

07816 668076 or 01446 792676 


martynhacker05@hotmail.co.uk 






JMC Ryan A Son 

Pooring Mm 


From Cidmatvs 

SImiktg and Tiling 
uFVC Gotta ring / Faaclas 
Chhnnay Rapafra 
Lead Vmliaya / Flanking* 
Flat Roofing SpcdaMits 
V TWCKM 7MIM 


INSTALL] 

SKIP HIRE LTE^r A 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 

Delivered and Collected 
Discount ONLY on hardcore skips - 
WASTE COLLECTIONS " - ' 1 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading 
Estate, Barry, CF63 3RF 

a =9 Tel: 01446421072 



Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE 




REC 


Saturday 
8am - 1pm 


YCLE RE-USE 



Abacus Skip Hire 

Your local skip hire company 

£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


100% Wood/Stone/Soil 



2 yard £79 

3 yard £89 

4 yard £99 

6 yard £119 

8 yard £149 

14 yard £189 

Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



BEST CiSH PUKES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 



Avoid the cell - 

USE A&L! 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


365 

ROOFING'* 


01446 734157 

SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT IN THE 
BUILDING SECTION 

“We do it air 


01446 774484 


We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 

Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


[ ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
. Barry 


INSTA 

ELECTR 



• All electrical work undertaken! 

• Testing & Inspection 

• Fault Finding • Installation* 

• HaiotakisrK e • Repair* ^=, 

u . MOfv, Fi**r. i v y 

AaHKtrwl 14J41 ire-AT Ml 

-- 01446 421 072b|S 

-r* 07816 09I41S 



ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


atxlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


Llandow Metals 


LICENSED FACILITY 


Call: 01446 792669 or 07966 171840 


OH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT FROM 
YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE, 
FLEXIBLE COLLECTION TIMES. 


£170 minimum 
up to £20,000 


Cas h on collec tion 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


£100 IVIf IS/I/VILJ/VI 
any vehicles pre-1993/L Reg 


Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 
No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

www.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 


08453 047117/07785 943145 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Will collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 or 07415 851192 


"YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT 
TO WIN IT" 

Planning to start your 2012 
marketing? 

Call our team now for advice 
and help on how best to 
promote your business. 

The GE 01446 774484 
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GEM Family Notices 
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LOOKER 

William (Bill) 

Shirley would like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours who have supported 
her during this sad time. 

Thanks to everyone who made a donation in lieu 
of flowers to Cancer Research Wales, also to the 
Minister and Lewis for the lovely service. 


PRIGG, Clive 

The family would like to thank all relatives, 
friends, neighbours and colleagues for their cards, 
support and kind words through this difficult time. 

Special thanks to Reverend Julian Jenkins and 
Reverend David Bolt for the support given and a 
personal and memorable service. 

Gone but not forgotten 




W. A. Brown & Son 
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PREENE & SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Cadoxton Funeral Home 



to consider a small funeral home: 

1. We work harder to earn 
your business. 

We can’t afford to provide anything less 
than impeccable service, or to leave you 
with less than the best impression possible. 

2. You’re not just our client, 
you’re our boss. 

We don’t lose sight of who we’re working 
for. After all, you’re the one our staff has 
to answer to. 

3. We arrange funerals, 
we don’t sell them. 

It is our responsibility to honour your 
wishes and respect your budget. 

4. We like meeting families, not goals. 
Like you, we are family orientated in 
this community, supporting you when 
you need us. 

5. We spend time with you. 

Arranging a funeral is important to you, 
and you don’t deserve to be rushed 

6. All care Of Your loved one is 
carried out in Barry. 

We Guarantee and assure our families 
that we carry out all care of their loved 
ones at our premises, not out of area, and 
they remain here until the day of the 
funeral. 

7 Tynewydd Road, 

Barry CF62 8HB 
Call us on 01446 421212 
www. p arkfun er als .co.uk 


WATTS 

Graham John 

Peacefully on December 22nd in hospital 
after a long illness, Graham of Rhoose. 

Beloved husband of Valerie, dearly loved father of Blair and 
Leigh, much loved grandfather of Louis, Matthew and Emily. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Monday, January 9th, service 2pm at 
St Illtuds Church, Llantwit Major followed by cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend at 3.15pm. 

No flowers by request, donations in lieu if desired to Iorwerth 
Jones Home c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ 


JOHN, Sue 

(nee Brown) 

Peacefully on December 30th at Marie Curie 
Hospice, Penarth, after a short illness. 

Sue, beloved daughter of the late Clyde and Dilys. 
Much loved mother of Emma, a loving sister to Geoff and 
sister-in-law to Wendy. Much loved cousin of Shan and 
husband Paul, Katie, Julian, Olia, Tom and Sylvia. 
Special Auntie to Kate and Scott. Sue will be sadly missed 
by Mike, Janine and all her family and friends. 
Resting at Park Independent Funeral Directors, 

7 Tynewydd Road, Barry until her service at the Vale 
of Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry 
on Monday 9th January at 3.45pm. 

Family flowers only, donations in lieu may be made 
at the service to Marie Curie Cancer Care, 

Ho lm e Tower, Penarth, in memory of Sue. 

Funeral arrangements entrusted to Robert Johnson at 
Park Funerals 01446 421212. 


DARCH 

Suddenly on the 28th December, 
Diana Darch of St. Athan. 

Dearly loved wife of Fred, sister to the late Phebe 
Clarkson, and Ruth and Martin Johnson, and loving 
aunt to Olivia, Harriet, James and Mathew. 

She will be greatly missed by family and friends. 
Resting at W. A. Brown & Son, College St, Llantwit 
Major until the funeral service on Monday 9th January 
2012 in StAthan Church at ll.OO.a.m. followed by 
cremation in Coychurch Crematorium at 2.45p.m. 
Family flowers only but donations may be made to the 
Red Cross (cheques only) c/o the Funeral Director. 


KIRKHAM 

Kenneth Clifford 

Peacefully on the 20th December, 2011, at the Princess 
of Wales Hospital, Bridgend; Kenneth Clifford, aged 80, 
of Fairfield Drive, Llantwit Major. 

Beloved husband to the late Pamela Kirkham. Dearly loved 
father to Wayne, Ken, Nick, Mark and Melissa. 

Much loved brother of Margaret and brother-in-law of Don. 
Loving father-in-law to Jan, Angela and Perla. Ever loving 
Bampy, Grandad and Great Grandad. 

Resting at the private funeral home of A.Thomas Bros. 

Funeral to take place at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend on Thursday, 12th January, 2012 at 11.30am. 
Family flowers only. Donations in lieu, if desired, made 
payable to Cardiff and Vale University Health Board 
and forwarded to Ward B4, Haemotology, 
University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff. 


iil/iij dilj/ £3Jj 



JASON LAMPKA 

Celebrates 
the big 

Tuesday 


anuary 


40 


All drinks 

gratefully received... 

Love Jan X 


Happy Birthday 
Phil Irwin 

on 

8th January 
from all your 
friends at The GEM 




Big Bag Logs 


Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 

Call PREMIERTURF 

Phone 01443 237439 
Mobile 07815 861864 





TO LET 

One Bed Apartment 

BROUGHTON 

Nr COWBRIDGE 

Quiet location. Suit couple. 
For full details and viewing 

call 01656 895019 
07779 052594 


TO LET 

GILESTON, BARRY 

Fully furnished one bed flat 
on two levels. 
Kitchen/diner/utility room 
on ground floor. 

Large lounge, scenic views, 
bedroom/bathroom. 

Off road parking. 

01446 751079 



FOUND 


Everard Street, Barry 

Neutered Tom Cat mainly 
white with black and 
white face. Black tail and 
black circles on back. 
Wearing sparkly red collar 

07958 427345 




ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT ■ box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this offer simply either send in 
your description along with a cheque for the appro¬ 
priate amount made payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon Tuesday. All major credit cards 
accepted. Tel 01446 774484. Advert must contain a 
residential land line telephone number. You may 
alter your advert as items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


Electrically operated 
reclining/lifting 

ARMCHAIR, 

One careful owner from 
new - never raced or rallied 

£250 ono 
01446 775087 

(after 6pm) 51/1 


12 piece 
DISHWASHER 

Smeg. 
Never used. 

£125 ono 
01446 742421 


2 x High/Low 
SLEEPER 
BEDS 
£75 each 
or 2 for £100 
01446 407192 


2008 08 

Ford KA Zetec 
Climate 1.3 

Blue, Petrol - Manual 
44,000 Miles. 

£2,995 

Tel: 07769 508517 


Bosch Classixx 

Fridge/Freezer 

165 x 60 x 62 cm 
4 years old 

Good working condition 

£80 

01446 793484 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 


Advertise your 
old one with us 

Telephone 

Gareth 

01446 
774484 



Vale pupils 
try out some 
Olympic sports 


TEENAGERS in 
the Vale have been 
battling it out in two 
Olympic sports 
using their lunch 
breaks to keep 
active. 

Secondary school 
pupils who play table 
tennis and basketball 
during lunchtimes, and 
after school with the 
5x60 scheme, have been 
taking part in two coun¬ 
tywide competitions. 

Run locally by the 
Vale Council, 5x60 is a 
Sport Wales’ initiative 
that aims to get teenagers 
in Wales taking part in 
exercise for at least 60 
minutes, five times a 
week (5x60). 

Each secondary school 
in the Vale has a 5x60 
officer, working to pro¬ 
vide a timetable of varied 
sports and activities to 
tempt pupils into getting 
active, and opening their 
eyes to a number of 
sports that they may not 
have previously tried. 

Stanwell School domi¬ 
nated the Vale table ten¬ 
nis competition, with 
both their boys’ and girls’ 
teams taking the top 
spots. One tournament 
was held for year-7 and 8 
pupils and another for 


years 9, 10 and 11, with 
the winners and runners 
up in each category 
going forward to the 
regional competitions at 
the Sport Wales National 
Centre at the end of 
January. 

A round robin boys’ 
basketball tournament, 
held as part of Basketball 
Wales’ national schools 
competition, was won at 
both the younger and 
older age groups by 
pupils from St Richard 
Gwyn Catholic High 
School in Barry. 

They now progress to 
the regional stage, along 
with teams from Barry 
Comprehensive School 
and Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School, 
who were the runners-up 
in the younger and older 
age group competitions 
respectively. 

The Vale Council’s 
Active Young People co¬ 
ordinator Ben Williams 
said: “Both table tennis 
and basketball regularly 
rank among the most 
popular 5x60 activities, 
so we were keen to give 
pupils a chance to play in 
a competitive situation.” 


Dads (and sister!) 
test youngsters 


THE OLD rugby 
saying that youth 
and skill are no 
match for age and 
experience was put 
to the test as 
Llantwit under-14s 
faced up to the chal¬ 
lenge of playing 
their vastly more 
experienced dads 
and a big sister in 
an exciting end of 
year match. 

There were some law 
changes to ensure the 
safety of the dads, and 
they had to play opposite 
their own son wherever 
possible. 

This made for some 
interesting match ups all 
around the pitch. 

The dads’ team were 
boosted by one big sister, 
Rhiannon Miskin, who 
went on to be the lady of 
the match, scoring two 
fine individual tries and 
always supporting the 
ball carrier. 

The match was 
superbly refereed by 
team manager Simon 
Miskin in his debut with 
the whistle. 

The dads started the 
match at a frantic pace 
but quickly ran out of 
steam. 

However, they did 
race in to a 10-point lead 
before the toll of weight 
and age began to tell 
against them. 

The lads quickly 
answered back with a 
brace of tries and man¬ 
aged the conversions to 
take the lead. 

Several of the dads put 
in some crunching tack¬ 
les on their opposite 
numbers, Spencer Sutton 
and Dave Walker leading 


the tackle count for the 
oldies. 

Despite being physi¬ 
cally out-gunned the lads 
did have pace, skill and 
fitness on their side and 
were always able to 
move the ball away from 
the contact area quickly 
to exploit the dads’ lack 
of pace and skill out 
wide. 

Both sides traded tries 
before half time and the 
lads took a slim lead in to 
the second half. The 
superior fitness of the 
lads then began to show. 

Big tackles came in 
from Joe Bunt, Toby 
Walker and Dan Sutton 
which knocked the dads 
out of their ever-slowing 
stride. 

The dads were unable 
to control the breakdown 
and often resorted to 
moderately illegal tactics 
to deny the lads scoring 
opportunities. 

Eventually, yellow 
cards were shown and 
the lads made their 
numerical advantage tell. 

The match ended with 
a fine solo effort from 
Max Croucher, who side¬ 
stepped his way past sev¬ 
eral tiring defenders 
before crashing over the 
line. 

Despite ending up on 
the losing side Rhiannon 
Miskin was declared lady 
of the match for a fine 
all-round performance. 

The coaching team 
would like to thank the 
players for all their hard 
work and commitment 
during the first half of the 
season. 

Thanks are also due to 
the parents who have 
always given the boys 
such fantastic support. 

Tim Jones 
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Probably The 
Lowest Priced 
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SAT NAV USERS 


CF641JG 


The Penarth Motor Company In The Vale 

JANUARY SALE with savings up to £1000! 

Take advantage of our free “Dine out Wales” offer with every car purchased 


08 58 BMW 320D MSport 
Convertible 1 owner, 34k, 
diesel, FSH 


09 09 Mercedes Benz C220 07 07 MINI Cooper Sport 

Auto CDI Sport 1 owner, 28k, I 2 owners, 46k, FSH 
diesel, FSH 


08 08 HONDA Civic CDTi 

SE 51 k, diesel, FSH 


07 57 BMW 116 ES 

5dr, 53k, FSH 






08 08 Mazda 5 1.8TS2 

45k, FSH, 7 seats, 1 owner 


Kia Sedona 2.9 CRDi L 

Diesel, 7 seats 


08 58 Suzuki Swift 1.5 GLX 

3dr, 35k FSH, 1 owner 


Skoda Fabia 1.9 
Elegance Estate 

1 owner, FSH, Diesel 


02 02 Volkswagen 
Lupo E 1.0 

3-dr, 99k, grey 


rev 


i 


*4 


58 08 Ford C-Max Zetec 

Auto. FSH 


04 04 Renault Clio 
1.4 Dynamique 

5-dr. Sunroof 


04 54 Renault Megane 1.6 
Dynamique 

Convertible, pan roof, leather 


08 08 Citroen Grand C4 
Picasso 

7 seats. 1 owner. FSH 


03 53 BMW 318SE Touring 

86k, FSH 




bo 


08 58 Renault Grand 
Modus 1.2 Dynamique 

58k, FSH 


04 54 Ford Focus C-Max 
Zetec 

Auto diesel 


07 57 Citroen C2 1.4 Cool 

62k. FSH 


03 52 Mercedes Benz Cl80 
SE Auto Coupe 


03 52 Mercedes Benz 
A Class 170 CDi 
Avantgarde. Diesel Auto 




h 


05 55 Vauxhall Corsa SXi 

3dr. 1.2. 42k 


04 04 Renault Clio 5dr 
1.4 Expression 66k, FSH 


02 02 AudiTT 180 Coupe 

FSH, leather, 18” alloys 


08 58 Citroen Cl 
Rhythm 1.0 

3-dr, FSH, 40k 


05 55 Ford Fiesta Zetec 
Climate 3dr, 1.25, 62k, FSH 


Foi 

WWW 

r full stock list and more pictures visit us at: 

r. thepenarthmotorco.co.u 

ik 

WE CAN SOURCE ANY 
CAR. ANY AGE. ANY 

1 COLOUR BEST PRICES!! 
Just Give Us A Call 

02920 707090 

Mob: 07792 468035/07792 467880 

Windsor Road. Penarth CF64 1JG 

ALL CARS 
hpi 

CHECKED 
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ROOMSTER IS 
SO VERSATILE 



L ooks are 

only skin 
deep... 

Shallow models, 
actors and actresses the 
world over would do 
well to remember this 
fact! 

Although we all come 
in different shapes and 
sizes, each of us has an 
equally important role to 
play, regardless of 
appearance, a wise 
teacher once reminded 
my class at school. 

This translates to four 
wheels, of course. 

For instance, the 
desirable Aston Martin 
DB5, Maserati 
GranTurismo or even the 
Peugeot RCZ are all fab¬ 
ulous sports cars. But 
just as a celeb’s lifestyle 
isn’t conducive to bring¬ 
ing up a family, the same 
is true of these vehicles. 

What do you do when 
children arrive on the 
scene? Leave them at 
home? Stick ‘em in the 
boot? 

No, you get a Skoda 
Roomster, which was 
launched in 2006. 

The Scout model was 
introduced in 2007 and 
adds 4x4-like looks with 
body cladding and a 
higher ride height, but 
without four-wheel 
drive. 

Nevertheless it feels 
well-suited to the chal¬ 
lenging winter weather 
of late such as lashing 
rain, hailstones and even 
sleet. However, it is 
quite a tall vehicle and 
this can result in buffet¬ 


ing from high winds 
when travelling at speed. 

As with its sibling, 
the Skoda Yeti, from the 
outside view, the 
Roomster is an acquired 
taste with a mishmash of 
design ideas that are not 
smoothly carried 
through, in my opinion. 

It might look similar 
to a Pope mobile... the 
Citroen Berlingo or the 
Peugeot Teppee, but the 
latter two somehow 
combine the small 
van/car concept more 
gracefully. Now who’s 
being shallow? 

My issue is that the 
front and rear don’t gel. 
Coupled to which the 
concealed rear door han¬ 
dles and protruding front 
ones look out of place. 
Yet they don’t on Alfas 
and Hondas. 

Inside there’s a great 
deal of space above the 
driver’s head but I imag¬ 
ine this lends itself to 
wheelchair conversions. 

So far this is the only 
vehicle I have come 
across that requires me 


to lean forward to adjust 
the rear view mirror, 
which is a little awk¬ 
ward. 

It feels a bit basic, too 
- there’s no cruise con¬ 
trol, steering mounted 
stereo controls or electri¬ 
cally adjustable seats - 
forgive me, I’ve just 
returned a top-of-the- 
range Peugeot 3008! But 
basic isn’t bad, it means 
there are less controls to 
confuse the motorist. 

This Skoda’s hi-fi is 
one of the best I have 
used - it’s so quick and 
easy to find your 
favourite radio station 
and that’s important 
when time is of the 
essence and you’re faced 
with a gruelling com¬ 
mute. 

Once behind the 
wheel you don’t really 
care about its idiosyn¬ 
crasies because all 
Skodas are thoroughly 
enjoyable to drive and 
this is no exception. For 
a 1.6-litre diesel it can 
be gutsy if required and 
a decent overtaker - its 
looks far belying its 
capabilities. 

As the name suggests, 
the Roomster has bags 
of space. Its clever rear 
compartment offers 
immense flexibility 
between passenger and 
luggage space. 

The rear seats recline 
and slide - any of the 
three individual seats 
can be folded or 
removed. The middle 
seat can be taken away 
and the two outer seats 
slide inwards giving 
extra room for two pas¬ 
sengers. 

It’s very frugal too, 
definitely making it one 
to consider for the fami¬ 
ly run-around. 

The versatile 
Roomster is the ideal 
solution for a shop 
owner with a family 
because it cuts out the 
need for owning a van as 
well. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “The bold 
and distinctive Roomster 
is a small family car that 
stands out from the 
crowd. 

“While not everyone 
may be a fan of the 
styling, it’s certainly dif¬ 
ferent and also helps 
maximise room inside.” 

Yes, you can pick 
holes but overall there’s 
much more than meets 
the eye with this model. 

Skoda Roomster 
Scout 1.6 TDi 

New price range: 
£11,775 -£16,120 

Used price range: 
£3,426 - £10,838 

Power: 90bhp; trans¬ 
mission: 5-speed; 
engine: 1.6-litre diesel; 
economy: 60.1mpg 
(combined). 



• Ford Rosta 

• Ford Focui 

• Ford Focus 

• Ford S-Ms> 

• 6mt VW 
Transporter 

OPEN 7 DAYo m wtcrv 

(01656) 

660160 
Fufl dotarfs avalobfi on our srafcisltft 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 





Rising Sun club look back on 


year of competitive successes 


A fantastic finnish 
to 2011 was on the 
cards for the Rising- 
Sun-Kyokushin- 
karate club after 
what was their most 
successful year so 
far, bringing two 
new British champi¬ 
ons to the fore, with 
a class of future tal¬ 
ent also climbing 
the rankings. 

In February, Paul 
Stephens was chosen to 
represent Wales at the 
Wales v England event 
at Bishops Stortford, 
where Paul endured 
three three-minute 
rounds of knockdown 
karate, eventually 
emerging the winner. 

March saw sempai 
Spencer Bennett take the 
2011 IKK (International 
Kyokushin Karate) 
British under 70kg full 
contact title, after taking 
on and beating competi¬ 
tors from France, 
Holland and Sweden. 

Paul Stephens took 
third place in the heavy¬ 
weight section. 

In July, Courtenay 
Taylor represented Great 
Britain in the third 
under-18 world tourna¬ 
ment in the K2 Arena, 
Crawley. 

Courtenay fought in 
the +5 8kg category and 
had to attend every 
British team training ses¬ 
sion, and three different 
training camps, which 
involved training up to 
four times in a day. 

She fought the top- 
seeded Belgium fighter 
Sandy Van Valthoen and 
after three hard-fought 
extension rounds, the 
Belgium fighter won on 
a split decision and went 
on to place second in the 
world event. 


Tennis 

star 

tipped 

A young tennis player 
from Barry has been 
highlighted as one of 
the brightest up-and- 
coming talents in the 
country after he was 
selected to join the 
Lawn Tennis 

Association’s (LTA ) 
AEGON FutureStars 
programme. 

Alexander Hamer (9), 
who trains at UWIC 
Tennis Academy, earned 
his place on the pro¬ 
gramme following a suc¬ 
cessful year on court and 
will now receive added 
support from the LTA. 


In September, five world’s best 16 light- 
members fought at a weight competition 
local derby in Mountain under 70kgs in Wakraw. 
Ash, where Neil Spencer took on the 
Griffiths, Mathew ranked number two, 
Dixon, Natasha Cunvin, Hugarian Csba Gall 
George Cocks and Brady from Hungary, going the 
Thomashas took the distance of five three- 
chance to compete minute rounds, 
against the latest crop of The split decision was 
emerging talent in given to the Hungarian 
Wales. but Spencer is now aim- 

The club members ing for the European 
fought courageously and Championship, 
showed good spirit, In December, the club 
doing everyone proud. put on ‘The fight for 
In October, the BKK Tara night’, where seven 
(British Karate adults and 15 junior 

Kyokushinkai) British members went head to 
Championships in head with the Cariff 
Crawley handed the Kyokushin Club and 
Rising-Sun Club another Mountain Ash. 

British title, after Paul The money raised (yet 
Stephens won the novice to be awarded) will go to 
heavyweight section of Tara’s son for the 
the championship after Harvey Hudson Fund, 
three hard battles. The club were also 

Caroline Whitlock invited to turn on the 
also placed third in the Christmas lights on at 
womans lightweight sec- High Street, 
tion. Anybody interested in 

In November, Spencer joining the Rising-Sun- 
Bennett travelled to Kyokushin Karate Club 
Poland to compete in the are welcome to come 


AutoPro 

CAR SALES 


Open 7 days a week: 9.30am to 4pm 


www.auto-pro.co.uk 

04 04 VOLKSWAGEN Bora diesel 1896cc, 4-dr saloon. 

Metallic beige, 1 former keeper, 2 keys, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, 

94k, cruise control .£3,795 

06 06VAUXHALL Astra SRi1796cc 5-dr hatchback. Metallic 
silver, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, remote central locking, 80k .£3,695 
57 07 FORD KA Zetec 1297cc 3-dr Hatchback. In black, 2 
keys, radio/CD, power steering, e/windows, FSH, low miles 

30k. £3,495 

54 04 FORD Focus 1796cc Zetec 5-dr hatchback. In blue, 
radio/cd, a/c, remote central locking, fsh, low miles .£2,995 
02 02 FORD Focus ST 170,1988cc 3-dr hatchback. In black, 
6 speed manual, traction control, a/c, s/h, radio/cd . .£1,995 
52 02 SKODA Octavia RS 1781cc. Metallic silver, half black 
leather sports seats, reverse sensors, traction control, FSH, 

remote central locking, radio/cd, 2 keys, a/c. £1,995 

02 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTi 1.8 Turbo 3-dr. Silver, FSH .... 

.£2,395 

02 02 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, pas, e/w, a/con, 
full service history, new MoT on purchase, 89k, ... .£1,895 
03 03 RENAULT Megane Scenic 1390cc MPV. In blue, air con, 
E/W, E/M, radio/cassette, 1/2 leather seats, 79k ... .£1,695 
V 99 MERCEDES A160 Avantgarde 5-Dr 1.6. Metallic silver, 
leather heated seats, 2 keys, one owner from new, Sept 
2012 MOT . £1,795 

PART EXCHANGE TO CLEAR 

T 99 VOLKSWAGEN Caddy Diesel. MoT until September 
2012 . £995 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY (All cars come with 12 
months MOT or long MOT) Special offers on limited stock 



98 JAGUAR XKR Supercharged V8. 

Low miles, air con, alloys, taxed to 
02/12, service history. £4,995 



2000 BMW 520 Automatic. Air con, cd, 
FSH, sun roof. Taxed to 02/12 . .£1,895 



2000 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 7-seater. 

1 owner, air con, sun roof. Alloys, full 
Vauxhall service history. Taxed to 04/12 


.£1,895 



03 DAEWOO Kalos 1.4. 5-dr, alloys, 
c/s, p/w, a/c, service history, MoT Oct 
12, Tax April 12, mileage 69k £1,895 


01446 700066 
07919 076589 


along for a first free les- Lee Bennett on 
son at the Samurai 07861699476, or visit 
Centre, Savoy Buildings (he website at: 

109, Broad Street. . . 

Thursdays 6-7pm age 4- www. rising-sun- 
1, 7 -8pm age 8-15 or 8- kyokushin.co.uk 
9pm age 16+, telephone LB 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 



Fut (totalB ovartatole on our weftorte 

www.wickvanhira.co.uk 

























































34 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, January 5th, 2012 


*>/ 





■A PRESENT FR0M^“ 
RENAULT CARDIFF TO YOUB 


EXTRA EXTRA 
DISCOUNT DISCOUN 





EXTI 





Ji 


OFF THE SALE PRICE WITH 
THE VOUCHER DOWNLOAD 

61 PLATE 

LESS THAN 100 MILES 


OFF THE SALE PRICE WITH 
THE VOUCHER DOWNLOAD 

61 PLATE 

LESS THAN 100 MILES 


£300 

VOUCHER 

AVAILABLE ON ALL 
OUR USED CAR STOCK 


Renault Twrxju Pxa i 

1.216V 75 




Renault Trafie SL29 

dQ 115 Euro 4 


Sport Tourer 1 5 Expression 

SALE PRICE £6,700 SALE PRICE £13,995 SALE PRICE £12,496 

VOUCHER PRICE VOUCHER PRICE VOUCHER PRICE 

£6,300 £12,995 £11,495 

o OHO m Download your voucher today for an 

EXTRA DISCOUNT OFFTHE SALE PRICE! 

* ■■ j— — 1 __I: Available at www.renaultretail.co.uk 


live. love, drive 

www.renaultretail.co.uk 

Limited period only, Don’t miss out! 


RENAULT CARDIFF 

295 Penarth Road. Cardiff CFi 1 8UU 
Telephone 029 2148 0099 


VrtM fwr.r rnr*« wi »» r*« i>* • cyvw*tw**r*n* »*>*** n*> V-t frfrwfrUt J 

HMMOV hfwtf f**f 9MM taWtttrMtorfl fcfrtrfftAMi '* *94*+ to* i*riti*rtatvCiLu( tfcMttfiv 


11017 
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Special offers across the 
New Toyota range including.... 

0%FINANCE' 

on all AYGO, Yaris, Auris, 
Auris Hybrid & Verso 
UilTH NO DEPOSIT 
ALSO AVAILABLE! 


We also have 100’s of Approved Used 
Toyotas from across the range in stock 
and available from only £4,450! 

Save?£5,205 

on I 61 plate delivery mileage models. 

Plus - £500 Finance 
Deposit Allowance 

now available on every Approved Used Toyota. 



T.-»y«t» nrwtid Wotcx. rlftiy cl I yw nO» «i i *t U ntny h wax a4 20.000 rvAMcr.;4 rrrtt i:> UC r«M n % ivrtti ^ T»m al >: Mi u#a 

OOw Unitcoronet—TMrvMiiiMttttniilsflMr Uk Tarots n«ardri WvOcm, GrMt fcsiqfv (krymufttv, Cpac*v Stray Kill SUM »#*j Cacti** 

r«nVf«iKi *fTo^orurr«rvtu Wv 4 m. t-*r»rrrart rrtrwi* 94*4 tapreu A \nc b m »j/< t IS tm ti r v l . V Ni*MT>-n l ^NViX-XC 

ntorafffeiarUOTMTBrf* !nn>#iiBifVMTM? A nia«MnT«M rw* v**^ftCTnrrt»v* i To»xa 

;.’I» tWac*** XII nl \fdt> Xi\7 *>1 rjrvwf hranfr#vf«* *it jt* artvc r#V< •« jnnrM**a r* v***iviciwtA Tht^iU M4r<riu^ 
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fS. 


new broad street motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 

Suyology 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 



JANUARY BONANZA 



2 Services 


*Subiect to 
conditions 


2 Years 
tylavram 


On selected cars. 

Once they’re gone, they’re gone! 




Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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Ttice freaftjCe fo cvit/i 


LARGEST SELECTION OF CARS IN BARRY 4 — & 

BUY NOW - PAY MARCH 2012 v ~ $ 

Howe Motors Ltd • Powell Dyffryn Way • Barry • Vale of Glamorgan • CF62 5QR • 01446 738088 

SEE OUR SELECTION OF 4X4’S. “NO GETTING STUCK THIS WINTER” 

www.howemotors.oo.uk 


FULLY EQUIPPED 
WORKSHOP 

OVER 120 CARS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 

TRAINED 

AUTOMOTIVE 

TECHNICIANS 

CARS FROM 
£295-£49,995 

COMPETITIVE 
FINANCE RATES 

BAD CREDIT 
CATERED FOR 

CARS, VANS, MPV'S 
4x4'S 

RAC WARRANTY 
SCHEME 

CARS BOUGHT 
FOR CASH 

NO OBLIGATION 
TEST DRIVE 

WORKSHOPS 
EQUIPPED WITH 
LATEST 
TECHNOLOGY 

ONLINE SHOWROOM 


iV 


CHRYSLER Grand Voyager | 

Bt --r 


TJf. 


CITROEN C2 1 .61 HDi 


LAND ROVER Defender 


£7,995 
LAND ROVER Discovery 


£4,995 

MERCEDE^220 CDi 


MINI Cooper 1.6D 


' 1 1 r 


r_ * ’ 


£16,995 

SKODA Octavia 1.8T RS 


£9,995 

I SUBARU Legacy 2.0 Sport I 


ORS f I 

Ffek. - ..K 


TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi 


TOYOTA Corolla Verso 2.2 


TOYOTA Land Cruiser 3.0 


VAUXHALL Corsa 1.6T 16v 


£5 


995 


£7 


995 


£15 


995 


£7 


445 


VW Passat 2.0 TDi Sport 


£7,495 


Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9am - 6.30pm • Saturday - Sunday 9am - 5.30pm • OPEN 7 DAYS 01446 738088 


HOWE MOTORS LTD/" ' 


VAUAnALL Tigra i.bi iov 


£4 


995 


v* blackhorse 


Fit k t 


IMl *;M' «»r 


ALL CARS HPI CHECKED • RAC WARRANTY • PART-EX WELCOME • FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT MOST • ALL MAJOR CREDIR CARDS • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE 


AUDI BMW CITROEN 
FORD HONDA 
JAGUAR LEXUS 
MAZDA NISSAN 
PEUGEOT RENAULT 
SEAT VW VOLVO 
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SOUTH WALES LEADING EURO SPECIALISTS 




Injector Servicing 

\ W/ Bosch & Delphi 
* Recommended Injector 
Testing, Servicing & Repair 

K* for UrtsrtS mini/ tatstff K r, yat 

*hcle iwrtj if W VCF ffTtwora intoV In 60** 
:< .jantctfl*’ tolrrs i\S\ rjrdnr *rrf tr n/* fta 
fTTTT cube* Mi be tagged at Mlt b’-r jl itjectm 
irt, art? Afti dtretmr Wtt a# ascr ini AS5U 
r\ecirtst btrrtn at at rwt ail rtfor nearly jI 
tycfet UiBGBl H jOt fwl jKJ&tlQP 


Main Dealer Equipment 
Tools and Experience 
of all Leading Brands including: 

Jaguar - Porsche 
BMW - Mercedes 
Land Rover - Audi 
Alfa Romeo - Saab 
Volvo - VW - Lexus 


When it conies to BMW, Mercedes, Porsche & Jaguar no 
other independent speciafist in South Wales comes close. 

Our Wily *1«J knur main dtealcr staff & technician^ trained to the highest vumdvtfc haitywrv of experience in ewything 
from 40 year old Jaguars, cutting edge Porsche's to the latest BMW modeh With the latest CXagHHiic equipment nceectng 
what men the dealer can do, we can solve any problem with big sawings for you, 

Putsvnply we to* the largest selection of d 
Mode Whether ytxi nawe an engine or ate in 
harsh gearbox changes vie can do more )usidi 

Being a family on business we put traditional values A the cort of everything we doi putting you the otetomer first, we in you 
to return as a aefcvner year after vwr. Rest assared tfcat with Permoueo your car * in safe, knowktdgMbte & trustworthy hands. 
All our work rs guaranteed and will not affect your manufacturers or used car warranty, 

Penrxweo vehicle servicing is the most compreterove you'll find, we provde excepixrai vaue fer fiKrey 
like Laser Wheel Abonment, AirCon Check with Top up battery Starter & Crarging Test and Main 
which are included with all Major services there isn't any oilier garage in South Wales that comes dose! 


agnostic equipment * South Wales proving coverage lor almost Every 
ont on, are suffering battery drain, have $1 pnotteir^ key and Immotolia 
Ibgnose, we can fut t intense. 


Make and 

fser Issues or 


WE ARE THE AFFORDABLE DEALER ALTERNATIVE! 


*/ Servicing 
/ Dealer Diagnostics 
l/ ECU Repairs 
MOTTesting 
%/ DPF Problems 
*/ Brakes&ABS 
i/ Transmission Servicing 
^ Air-Con Repairs 
Engine & Mechanical 
*/ Keys & Key Repairs 
^/ Warranty ClainB 
*/ Tyres &Tyre Repairs 
V Laser Wheel Alignment 
Main Dealer Staff 
*/ Free Courtesy Car 


Mobil 


[ ASK ABOUT OUR DPF REFURB& REMOVAL SERVICE 


Euro Specialists 


OFT 


Approved code 


Permoveo - 0800 033 7807 - www.permoveoJtd.uk 
5 Wood ham Road,Barry Docks, CF634JE 



MOTOR INDUSTRY 
I DtOHKAJt IK f 

Swnric* and Rapoir 
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2007 JAGUAR XK 4.2 V8 
2-dr Coupe 

Indigo blue, automatic, 28,000 miles 

£24,995 


HB9 

03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 39,000 Miles 

£15,995 


06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 
2.0 3-dr 

Dark metallic blue, 49,717 miles 

£4,995 


05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi 
4x4 Diesel 5-Dr 

Jade Pearl, Auto, 62,132 Miles. 

£11,995 


06 FORD Fiesta ST 

Red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners 

£4,695 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



03 BMW 325 2.5Ci 
M-Sport Convertible 

Silver, Automatic, 79,270 miles 

£6,495 



06 LAND ROVER 
Freelander 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav 

£8,995 



54 FORD Streetka Luxury 

in met blue with leather, 

49,000 mile convertible 

£2,995 


All cars 

Just a small 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


06 BMW 330 Diesel M-Sport Auto in met grey 
with cream leather, 34,000 miles, superb .£12,995 
06 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel. 3-dr HSE, 
in met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav .£8,995 
06 06 MERCEDES B180 CDI 2.0 SE Tip. 5-dr, 

telluar silver automatic, 75,499 miles.£7,995 

54 AUDI A4 3.0 Sport Convertible Auto. In met 
blue with full beige leather, 85,000 miles . .£6,995 
54 NISSAN X-Trail 2.2DCi SVE. In black with 

leather, sat nav, 1 lady owner, diesel, 4x4 .£6,995 
08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles .£5,995 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner. .£6,495 
53 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel ‘S’. 5-dr in 

silver, 74,000 miles, durable 4x4 at.£5,495 

06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 FSi Sport. In silver, 

59,964 miles.£4,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport, in ice blue, 

65,000 mile diesel convertible.£4,995 

53 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto in silver with cream 

leather, 75,000 miles.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater. In 
turquoise blue, with full leather, 78,000 miles 

with extras .£4,995 

98 PORSCHE Boxster 2.5. In met blue with navy 

hood and beige leather, a/c etc.£4,995 

06 FORD Fiesta ST in red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners, 

stylish hot hatch at .£4,695 

05 05 BMW 320d 2.0 SE. Diesel, 4-dr, silver, 

110,000 miles .£4,695 

03 JACUAR X-Type 2.0 SE. In met-blue with cream 

leather trim, fantastic value.£2,995 

03 MGTF 135. In silver with grey leather, 58,000 mile 
local car, in superb condition at only .£2,495 


MALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


07 SMART Four Two Brabus convertible in silver, 

19,000 miles with leather.£6,995 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£6,495 

57 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCi Dynamic. In 
met grey, 49,000 mile diesel, 7 seater . . . .£5,995 
55 SEAT Leon 1.9TDi Reference. 5-dr, in red, 

61,000 mile diesel with alloys .£5,695 

07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In 
black, 92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater.£5,495 


08 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme. 5-dr, in black, 

24,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic 

blue, automatic, 56,017 miles .£4,995 

06 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 16v Active. 5-dr, silver, 

45,092 miles.£4,995 

06 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130 LX. 5-dr in silver, 

61,000 mile diesel.£4,695 

57 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5-dr in 
black, 55,000 miles with panoramic roof etc£3,995 
56 RENAULT Laguna 2.0 DCi Dynamic in silver 
with 1/2 leather trim, 34,609 mile diesel at .£3,995 
56 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Special Edition in yellow, 70,000 

miles, 1 owner, fsh, alloys etc .£3,995 

06 SMART Roadster 80bhp convertible in met 

blue, 63,000 mile sports coupe at .£3,995 

05 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130LX 5-dr in silver, 
69,989 miles, diesel family hatch.£3,995 

54 SEAT Ibiza 1.4S Automatic 3-dr in jazz blue, 

11,966 miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

05 05 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, moondust silver, 

65,159 miles.£3,695 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.6 VVT Expression. 

5-dr Estate, electric blue, 50,000 miles . . .£3,695 

55 NISSAN Micra 1.2S 3-dr in met red, 62,000 

miles, economical hatch .£3,495 

04 54 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia. 5-dr, silver, 

67,657 miles.£3,495 

04 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi. 5-dr, in tonic blue, 

81,000 miles, a/c.£3,495 

56 KIA Cerato 1.6 Zapp 5-dr. In met blue, 

53,919 miles.£3,295 

06 06 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Equippe. 4-dr, silver, 

65,117 miles .£2,995 

03 53 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, burnt orange, 

71,322 miles.£2,995 

53 ROVER 75 Club 1.8T Auto. In met Gold, 

37,000 miles.£2,395 

01 Y TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 16v VVTi GLS. 3-dr, silver, 

automatic, 81,179 miles .£2,195 

52 02 FORD Fiesta 1.3LX 3-dr in met blue, 59,000 

mile local car.£2,495 

02 CITROEN Saxo 1.1 desire. In silver, 1 lady owner 
.£2,195 



06 06 VAUXHALL Corsa 
1.2 16v SXi+ 

3-dr, sea mist, 46,022 miles 

£3,995 



54 BMW 318 ES 

In metallic blue, 64,000 miles, 
a/c, alloys, cruise 

£4,995 



T3 Hybrid CVT 5-dr 

Automatic, Magnum grey, 68,000 miles 

£6,495 



05 05 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 3-dr 

Moondust silver, 65,159 miles 

£3,695 


RaC 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


Ran 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
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MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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GOOD CAUSES BENEFIT AS HUNDREDS OF 
PEOPLE ATTEND VALE’S NEW YEAR SWIM! 
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PEOPLE from all over the Vale flocked to 
Whitmore Bay on Barry Island for the New 
Year’s Day swim. 

For those who question why anyone would 
want to race into the chilly waters as tempera¬ 
tures across the country plunged, it is worth 
bearing in mind that many of them are spon¬ 
sored and do the swim for charity. 


£15 PER 
LESSON 

I £42.50 for 3 
| £80.00 for 6 
Why not 
Book a course? 


► Nine-Hole Golf Course 
Pay & Play 

► !-weather flood light 
driving range 

► All equipment 
available for hire 

► Professional Tuition 


Fitness and Leisure . . 
The Healthy Option! 

I- 

Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 

18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank holidays: 

Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 


Local gymnast spearheads the Welsh team 


A YOUNG Barry gymnast has led the 
Welsh men’s team to success in 
European competition. 

Clinton Purnell, of Barry YMCA, who is 
the current Welsh men’s champion, was 
Wales’ strongest performer at the NE 
Championship, which was recently held in 
Sweden. 

Clinton, along with his Welsh team mates, 
took the team gold, four marks clear of 
Finland in second place, with the host nation 
in third. 

Clinton took the silver medal in the overall 


combined apparatus event, which features 
six disciplines: floor, pommels, rings, vault, 
parallel bars and high bar. 

His medal haul did not stop there, as he 
went on to win gold on the vault, silver on 
rings and bronze on the high bar! 

A YMCA spokesman hailed the break¬ 
through performances: “These are fantastic 
results for both Welsh gymnastics and Barry 
YMCA.” 


RIGHT: Clinton Purnell 
with his coach Peter Hay sham. 








































































































